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Reconciliation Liturgy 

March 16, 2024 – 10:00 a.m. CST

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome & Opening Remarks
In all the names of the Holy One: + source of all creation, incarnate presence,  eternal wisdom, we open our hearts to receive… Chime
P:   I invite you to place your feet flat on the floor, gently, as if kissing the earth – 

we are on holy ground.

Take a deep breath:  exhaling and then breathe in deeply the air around you, 

hold for 5 seconds, and then exhale slowly. 

Do this three times:

    the breath of life in us, the breath of life around us, and the breath of life among us – in this moment.

Raise your hands in front of you in the shape of a heart. 

Slowly unfold them – opening to receive forming as a container.

Then draw them to your heart space and rest there. Repeat 3x
Acknowledgement of Territory
V1: In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land 

and the Territory on which we live, work and play.
For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; 

relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, 

traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), 

Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, 

and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 

I invite you to take a moment for you to remember the lands where you are. (Pause)
We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Opening Song: 
Remember the Path - Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Put yourselves on the ways of long ago,

Remember the path of rest.*  
Put yourselves on the ways of long ago,

Remember the path of rest.

This ancient path of rest, my friends,

The ancient path of rest.

Put yourselves on the ways of long ago,

Remember the path of rest.
(*2. Peace; 3. Love; 4. Life)
﻿https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwit78Kls6SEAxVMhYkEHfjABFcQtwJ6BAgQEAI&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DxqvdXKnse0g&usg=AOvVaw0d8PZf7Je8SordibMnvMYb&opi=89978449
(Abbey of the Arts, Monk in the World: Songs for Contemplative Living, 2021)
P:  On Ash Wednesday we came together as community in humility, recognizing that we are made of earth, that we are part of all creation.  We come again this day as community, with humble hearts recognizing that, although we are sparks of the Divine, we sometimes miss the mark in radiating that Divine energy in what we do or say.  We open our hearts and pray:  Gracious and loving Source of All Life, we gather to remember your bounteous love that embraces us even when we fall short as disciples of Jesus and witnesses to you.  As we prepare to renew our promises of Baptism, forgive us our failings and renew us by your love, healing us, and making us whole again.  
All:  Amen.

P:  We listen to the words of support and encouragement offered in Sacred Scripture. 
First Reading: Small Man1 to the Sacred Families in Land of Pale Skins2 5:13-14,16,18

(First Nations Version)
V2:  From the letter of Small Man1 to the Sacred Families in Land of Pale Skins2
You, my sacred family members, have been called to walk in freedom.  Do not use this freedom to walk in weak and broken human ways.  Instead, walk in love and serve each other.  For all of our tribal law finds its full meaning and purpose in this one instruction,  “Love your fellow human beings in the same way you love yourself.”
If you keep walking by Spirit’s guidance, your weak and broken desires will no longer lead you down the wrong path.  If you follow the guidance of the Spirit, you are not under tribal law.  You have been set free to follow the Spirit!
Receive these Words of Wisdom.
All:  Thanks be to you, Creator Sets Free3
1Small Man (Paul), 2Sacred Families in Land of Pale Skins (Galatians)
3Creator Sets Free (Jesus)
Psalm: Now I Am Revealing  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
(Abbey of the Arts, Monk in the World: Songs for Contemplative Living)
Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    

Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    
Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.

Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.  Repeat
Gospel: Gift from Creator Tells the Good Story1 18:21-22  (First Nations Version)
V3:  Our God is with you.
All:  And also with you.
A Reading Attributed to Gift from Creator Tells the Good Story.
All:  Glory to you, O God.
Stands on the Rock2 came close to Creator Sets Free3.  “Wisdomkeeper,” he asked, 

“how many times must I forgive a brother or sister who does wrong to me? Is seven times enough?”   “Not just seven time,” Creator Sets Free answered, “but seventy times seven.” 
The Gospel of Creator.
All:  Praise to you Creator Sets Free.
1Gift from Creator Tells the Good Story (Matthew), 2Stands on Rock (Peter), 3Creator Sets Free (Jesus).
Homily & Break Out Rooms 
Examen: - with silence for pondering one’s own story.
P:    In the prayer of Jesus, we pray Abwoon D’Bashmaya, your Basileia, your kin-dom come, where all live in peace, and justice flourishes. And we pray for forgiveness.  Let us recall the moments and events that we can humbly admit where we were not acting out of our best selves, that the law of love was not our guiding star, that there are those times when we wanted to walk in the light of Christ, but got caught up in some shadow of who we wish to be. 
V4:  How have I been, or failed to be, an instrument of peace, justice and human development? (Pause)
V5:  When have I failed to walk in love with someone who is hurting, hungry, or without a home? (Pause)
V4:  What blinders do I wear to shield me from my responsibility in the social evils in our world:  war, violence, political conflict, refugees and asylum seekers, the housing crisis, food insecurity, care for the environment?  (Pause)
V5:  How can I be open to  follow the guidance of the Spirit to follow the good road in peace and harmony with others?  (Pause)[image: image3.jpg]N33 abumpyroad; ]
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V4:  What do I humbly confess to God?  (Pause)
V5:  Let us also recall our noble selves and the desires and dreams that support our Christian life.
V4:  What can I do to support Christ’s light in me and my desire to walk in that light? (Pause)
V5:  How can we support one another in our community efforts to contribute to the healing and wholeness of the world?  (Pause)
Song:  Change Our Hearts                         
Text & Tune: Rory Cooney, b.1952 ©1984, NALR. Published by OCP Publication
Change our hearts this time, your word says it can be. 

Change our minds this time, your life could make us free.  
We are the people your call set apart, Lord, this time  change our (hearts.)  to FINAL
FINAL  …hearts. This time   change our hearts. …This time - change our minds.  This time - change our hearts,     change our hearts.
1.  Brought by your hand to the edge of our dreams, 

one  foot in paradise, one in the waste;  

drawn by your promises, still we are lured by the shadows  

and the chains we leave behind.  But …  R.  
2.  Now as we watch   you stretch out your hands, off’ring abundances, fullness of joy.      

Your milk and honey seem distant, unreal, 

when we have bread and water in our hands.  But … R.  
3.  Show us the way that leads to your side,   o - ver the mountains and sands of the soul.    

Be for us manna, - water from stone,  -  light which says           

we never walk alone.  And … R.
Prayer of Confession 
V6:
We do not live up to God/de’s dream for us:


that where God says, "Let there be light!"



we fear to come out of the shadows;


that where God says: " You are salt for the earth"



we rest content with blandness;


that where God says, "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you!"



we live estranged from the Love that gives us birth. 
Loving God/de, I acknowledge my sin,



and I am sorry for my failings. 
In your mercy, forgive me for choosing to do wrong 



and neglecting to do right. 

May I become more aware of your divine presence 



in my sisters and brothers, 

in all of creation, 



and in my own self. 

Help me to follow more closely the Way that Jesus taught.  
We are forgiven:
P: 
Our loving and merciful God/de, 

through the life and ministry of our brother Jesus,

has reconciled the world and sent the Holy Spirit among us

to bring all things in eternal oneness.

In the name of God, Source of All Life +, Jesus the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, all our sins are forgiven.

All:  
Amen.
P: We pray as Jesus prayed to his Abwoon:
V7: Abwoon D’Bashmaya,

Source of all Life, you are within, around and among us. 

We celebrate your many names.

Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.

Each day you give us all that we need.

You remind us of our limits and we let go.

You support us in our power, and we act with courage.

For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us,

and the celebration among us, now and forever.  

All: Amen.





    (Adapted by Miriam Therese Winter)

Closing Prayer: - 
P:
You have said to us ‘Freely, freely you have received; freely, freely give.

Go in my name, and because you believe, others will know that I live’.
Good and gracious Holy One,

we thank you for the many ways in which we have known your healing and forgiveness throughout our lives. Continue to sustain us for the work which you have called each of us to do. We ask that we, too, might be a source of the same love and compassion which we have experienced at your hands.
You bless us and sends us to be your witnesses each day as we walk the good road:

+ Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier.  We go in the peace of Christ.
All:  Amen.
Closing Song:  Bless Your Unspeakable Name
(Psalm 145)   An ecstatic song of praise!
 https://www.psalmimmersion.com/bless-your-unspeakable-name
You, you overflow with tenderness 
Wash the world so clean that all is drenched in grateful song 
You, you overflow with tenderness 
Let everything and everyone, everywhere and always 

Refrain: 
Bless your unspeakable name forever and ever 
Bless your unspeakable name forever and ever 
You, your pattern stretches everywhere, 
weaves through everything. Together nothing is alone. 
You, your pattern stretches everywhere 
Let everything and everyone, everywhere and always.  Refrain 

We belong to you together one 
so we have no peace until our hearts find rest in you 
We belong to you together one 
Let everything and everyone, everywhere and always.  Refrain
 ​
Words and music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
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