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Mary, Mother of God, World Day of Peace, New Year's Day

January 1, 2024, 10:00 a.m. CST
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome/Introductions
Acknowledgement of Territory:   
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island. Here in Regina we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wuk), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 

Recognizing that we are all Treaty People, we acknowledge our responsibility to walk together in a good way the path of truth, justice and reconciliation. 
Centering Chime
Gathering:
P:  Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One, 

      Creator of all that is:  + Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  
All:  Amen.
Gathering Song:  
O Come, Christ-Sophia Jann Aldredge Clanton
1.  O come, Christ-Sophia, full of grace and wisdom; 

Bless us, come challenge us to make life anew. 

Come bring us power, beauty, hope, and harmony. 
R.  O come, thou Christ-Sophia, O come, thou Christ-Sophia, 

O come, thou Christ-Sophia, wisdom and peace.
2.  We long for your coming, labor for your birthing; 

You are our hope of peace, our power for change. 

Come, Christ-Sophia, break down walls and free us.   R.  
3.  Rejoice all you people, sisters, brothers, join now; 

Sing of a bright new day just dawning for all. 

Sing now a new song, sing with jubilation.   R
Prayer for Wholeness:
P:  We come together today to hear the word of God, to grow in our understanding of the Way of Jesus and the workings of the Holy One who calls us to repair our broken world. 
V:  God of all time, thoughtful of who we are to ourselves and to others, help us enter the New Year quietly,
mindful that our steps make an impact and our words carry power,



R.  So we can carry your blessing to all.
May we walk gently. May we speak only after we have listened well,
R.  So we can carry your blessing to all.

Creator of all life, aware that you have endowed every creature and plant, every person and habitat with beauty and purpose, help us enter the New Year reverently,
R.  And carry your blessing to all.

May we regard the world with tenderness. May we honour rather than destroy,
R.  And carry your blessing to all.

Lover of all souls, help us enter the New Year joyfully, willing to laugh and dance and dream, remembering our many gifts with thanks and looking forward to blessings yet to come,
R.  As we carry your blessing to all.

P:  Holy one of all that is new, you sent Jesus, the son of Mary to teach us the Way of hope and love. May we follow her example of being open to the mystery that you asked of her. Give us vision to faithfully work to promote harmony and understanding among all people as we both receive and pass on your blessing.  R.  Amen.
Song of Praise: 
Angels,  From the Realms of Glory / Gloria

1.  Angels from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth;

    Ye who sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth:

    Glor     -       -      -      -     ia,     in excelsis Deo   (x2)
2. Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night,

    God on earth is now residing, yonder shines the infant light.

    Glor     -       -      -      -     ia,     in excelsis Deo   (x2)
3. Sages leave your contemplations;  brighter visions beam afar; 

    seek the great desire of nations, ye have seen his natal star;

    Glor     -       -      -      -     ia,     in excelsis Deo   (x2)
Prayer:
P:  O Gracious God, who knows all our needs 

and who cares for our world with such great love, 

be with us in our yearning for your healing touch.

As we pray in honour of the Theotokos 

and pray for peace in our lives, communities, and globe,

open our very being to your light, your support, and your help to aid us

in being the change we need to see in your holy creation.  R. Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD   
1st Reading:  Numbers 6.22-27  (Reading from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)  
P:  Let us listen to the Words of Sacred Scripture.
V:  A Reading from the Book of Numbers.
God spoke to Moses and said, “Speak to Aaron, Elisheba and their children and say: ‘This is how you shall bless the Israelites.  You shall say: 
May God bless you and keep you. 

May God’s face shine upon you, and be gracious to you. 

May God’s face be lifted up to you, and grant you peace.’* 
In this way, they will invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
The Word of Ancient Priests. 
All:  Thanks be to God.
*An inclusive Priestly Blessing
Psalm  
Psalm 20 – Nan Merrill, Psalms for Praying  
V:  May the Great Birther who created you in wholeness, comfort you when you call! 

May the Name of Love be your protection and rise up in your heart as a tower of strength! 

May all you have given in gratitude and with open hands be returned to you a hundredfold! 

May your heart’s desires and all of Love’s plans for you be fulfilled in due season! 
R: Love triumphs over fear!
Let us shout for joy as Love triumphs over fear! 

Let our thankful hearts sing in loud acclamation to the Beloved,

who answers our heartfelt prayers for well-being. 

Now I know that Love comes to all who open their hearts, and dwells therein, 

offering gifts of peace and harmony. 
    

 R: Love triumphs over fear! 
Some may boast of wealth and personal power. 

They will stumble and fall. Let us boast of the One who comes in the Name of Love! 

We shall rise up strong and sure. 
     

R: Love triumphs over fear! 
O Beloved, You created us. 

You bless us with Your Love, 

For You are the Divine Guest dwelling within our hearts. 
     

R: Love triumphs over fear!
2nd Reading - Galatians 4:4-7
V: A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians.
When the fullness of time had come, God sent from God’s own being, one born of a woman, born under the Law, in order to free those burdened under the law, so that all might be adopted by God as God’s own, including us. Since we are God’s own, God sent the spirit of Jesus into our hearts, the spirit who calls out to God, as to an intimate and loving parent, “Ima, Abba, Mother, Father!”  So now, understand that you are no longer a slave, but God’s own. And if you belong to God, then you are also an heir.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
All:  Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation:
Hail, Hail to The Newborn King
Hail, hail to the newborn king let our voices sing Him our praises.

Hail, hail to the guiding light that brought us tonight to our savior.
R.  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!
Come now where it shines so bright to the knowing light of the stable;

Feel close to the child so dear cast aside your fear and be thankful.
R.  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!
So let us give of ourselves today to the light who lay in the stable.

We in search shall find Him still as we love and serve one another.
R.  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!
R.  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!  Hallé, halleluia!
Gospel:  War Club Tells the Good Story 3:19-b-22,31-35 (Mark), First Nations Version
P:  
Our God/de is with you.
All: 
And also with you.
Creator Sets Free (Jesus) then returned to his house in Village of Comfort (Capernaum). Just like before, a large crowd gathered there—so many that he and his followers were not even able to eat. When his relatives heard about this, they tried to take him away from there, because the people were saying, “He has lost his mind!”

The scroll keepers from Village of Peace (Jerusalem) were there also. “He stands with Worthless Ruler (Beelzebul),” they accused him, “for his power to force out evil spirits comes from the one who rules over them.”

Then his mother and brothers came to him outside the house and sent word to him to come out to them. The crowd that was sitting in a circle around him said, “Look, your relatives are outside looking for you.” “Who are my relatives?” he asked them as he looked around at the circle of people. “Here they are! The ones who walk in the ways of the Great Spirit are all my relatives—my mother, my brothers and my sisters.”
The Good News of Creator Sets Free as told by War Club (Mark). 
All:  Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily/Shared Reflection:  
Profession of Faith:  (Iona Creed)
V3: We believe that God is present
in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty
where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms,
and the sun rises over barbed wire.[image: image2.jpg]




We believe in a with-us God
who sits down in our midst
to share our humanity.


We affirm a faith
that takes us beyond a safe place:
into action, into vulnerability
and onto the streets.


We commit ourselves to work for change
and put ourselves on the line;
to bear responsibility, take risks,
live powerfully
and face humiliation;
to stand with those on the edge;
to choose life and be used by the Spirit
for God’s new community of hope.
All: Amen. 
Prayers of the People of God
P:  On this World Day of Prayer for Peace and the Solemnity of Mary, and recognizing the Holy Family, we humbly but earnestly bring our prayer and ask that you receive them, O God:
V:  For the church family to be united in faith and purpose, living out our baptismal promises and allowing all with a call to leadership to be able to live out their vocations, we pray:   R.  Receive our prayer O God.
For families represented by all forms of parents, caregivers, and guardians, that all love their children unselfishly and guide them to live in truth, wholeness, and justice, recognizing their dignity as children of God, as well as the responsibility that it brings, we pray:   R.   

For healing in families divided in their relationships, and for nurturing and sustaining love to be recognized, from which all actions flow, we pray:   R.   

For families separated by poverty, addictions, war, disaster, displacement, immigration, and for those who are destroyed by prejudice or victimized by the arrogance or power-seeking of others, we pray:   R.   

For families who are mourning the loss of loved ones during this time of Emmanuel, to recognize and be consoled by love and compassion, we pray:   R
For the Earth and the whole family of creation, that all recognize and work to heal the pain and destruction caused by uncaring, unheeding, or thoughtlessness of humanity, we pray:   R.
And for all those gathered here as a family in Christ – those present in person and those present in spirit – for us to be able to live our lives from the gospel of Peace. And for peace in the whole world, we pray:   R.  
P:  With grateful hearts and faith in the knowledge of your goodness, we offer our prayers to you, God of overflowing goodness. You know our needs even before we ask. In your compassion and love, hear our prayers and answer them in Jesus’ name.
R. Amen.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
Offering our gifts
P:
Blessed are you, Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love


through your goodness we have received these gifts of bread and wine


which we now offer to you; Fruit of the earth and work of our hands.


They will become the bread of life for us and our spiritual drink.
All: 
Bless this bread and bless this wine,


the wheat and the grape,


the farmer and the harvest,


the seed and the sower.
P:
God/de is with us!   
All:   
We are not alone!
P:
Let us give thanks to our God/de of all Creation.   

All:   
We give our thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer 
V:  
God our Creator, we praise you for the world you made


and all the plants and animals that give us food for every day of our lives.
V:  
God of Wisdom, we praise and thank you for all your gifts to us.


You know what we need and give it to us even before we ask you.
V:  
God of Love, we praise and thank you for loving us so much.


Jesus came to us to show us how to live and to love and serve others.


And so we sing:  
Holy, Holy: 
All:
Holy, holy, holy is God’s name.

And holy, holy, holy is God’s name.
P:  
We bring to our table bread and wine, our ordinary food.


We ask that the Holy Spirit comes to bless them that they


may become the Body and Blood of Christ Jesus.

We remember that on the night before he died, Jesus gathered with his


friends and shared a special meal with them.  He told them how much 


he loved them.  (lift bread) 

Then he took the bread, blessed it and shared it with everyone. He said: 
All:  
Take and eat it, this is my body which will be given up for you.
P:
(lift cup) Then he took the cup of wine and blessed it. He gave it to everyone and said:  
All:  
Take and drink from it. This is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant; my blood will be shed for you and for all the world so that all may be one. 
P:  
He asked his friends to share this holy meal and remember him.
Acclamation: (MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
All:
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V:  
We stand with all the angels and saints and give you glory, 

especially Mary, your mother and Joseph your father on earth.
V:  
We remember our loved ones and all who have died.  May they be happy 


with you forever in heaven.
V:  
We ask the Holy Spirit to come upon us, too, that we may be the Body of 

Christ alive in our world today by our lives of love and service to others.
P: 
With hope in our hearts we will work for the day when all creation and all creatures can share fully in the gifts of life. (lift plate and cup)

It is through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

All glory and honour are yours Almighty, All loving God/de.
Amen: (MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
All:
Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:  Adapted by Miriam Therese Winter
P:  We pray together the Prayer of Jesus…
All:  Source of all Life, you are within, around and among us. 

We celebrate your many names.

Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.

Each day you give us all that we need.

You remind us of our limits and we let go.

You support us in our power, and we act with courage.

For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us,

and the celebration among us, now and forever.  Amen.
Prayer for Peace:
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Paz, Mir, paix, Peace.   
Chime 
P:    Let us offer one another a sign or greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table
P:  
Jesus, Word Incarnate, with faith in you, 


we eat this bread and drink this wine – now your body, your blood.  


May they bring healing and wholeness to us, and to all.

The gifts of God/de for the people of God/de.  

Receive who you are – the Body and Blood of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God/de
Communion Meditation:  
Carol At The Manger JOYOUS LIGHT, 8 7 8 7 D;  Marty Haugen / GIA
Holy child within the manger, long ago yet ever near;

Come as friend to ev’ry stranger, come as hope for ev’ry fear.

As you lived to heal the broken, greet the out - cast, free the bound,

As you taught us love unspoken, teach us now where you are found.

Once again we tell the story how your love for us was shown.

When the Image of your glory wore an image like our own.

Come enlighten with your wisdom, come and  fill us with your grace.

May the fire of your compassion kindle every land and race.
Holy child within the manger, lead us ever in your way.

So we see in ev’ry stranger how you come to us today.

In our lives and in our living give us  strength  to live as you.

That our hearts might be forgiving and our spirits strong and true.
Prayer after Communion
P:  Jesus, we have been fed in this Eucharist. And now, with your Spirit in our hearts, we recognize that the work of Christmas begins in this new year. When family and friends are gone home and when we are back to our schedules, we take on your mission to welcome the refugee, to heal a broken planet, to feed the hungry, to build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, to share our gifts, to seek justice and peace for all people, to bring your light to the world.   R. Amen.
We go to be Witnesses
Announcements … 

Blessing/ Dismissal 
A Blessing Prayer for the New Year
P:   May the Name of Love be your protection and rise up in your heart as a tower of strength!   R.  Amen
May all you have given in gratitude and with open hands be returned to you a hundredfold!  R.  Amen
 May your heart’s desires and all of Love’s plans for you be fulfilled!  R.  Amen
Thus may Christ Sophia bless you,

and may the + Divine Face shine upon you and give you Peace.  R.  Amen.
P:   Our liturgy is ended.  Let our service begin.
All:  Thanks be to God/de!

Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738897-A.
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
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