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“We remember we are dust – star dust – made of the same stuff as all creation!  We remember we are love, and to love we shall return”
Funeral Liturgy

Robert Courchene

Presider: Bishop Jane Kryzanowski, RCWP
Entrance Procession:
Bishop Jane followed by the family  (invite people to stand)
1 -  Beautiful, soothing music 
INTRODUCTORY RITES
Welcoming Remarks:  +Jane
We are gathered today to celebrate the life of Robert Courchene, (Bob, as he is known to us), and his resurrection in Christ Jesus.  It is a liturgy of Homecoming, of his welcome into the Divine Eternal Embrace.
We acknowledge that we are gathered on Treaty Four territory and, as Treaty People, accept our responsibility to participate in efforts of truth and reconciliation.
On behalf of Elizabeth and the family, thank you for joining us, here in person or viewing this service via live streaming. 
To you, Elizabeth, the children and families, Shune, Simone, Mike, Lisa and James; and Bob’s siblings, Denise and Ray: our hope is to return, in some small measure, the love we have for Bob, as we remember his life and legacy and pray for his welcome to the banquet feast of heaven.
I am Bishop Jane Kryzanowski, Servant Leader of Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community here in Regina, and Bishop for Roman Catholic Women Priests - Canada, an organization that offers a new model of ordained ministry with in a renewed catholic church.
Bob and Elizabeth have been strong supporters of initiatives for social justice, be it homelessness, poverty, environmental concerns and equality for women.  It is an honour for me to lead this liturgy for Bob this afternoon.
Greeting:
We begin in the Holy Names of God: Father/Mother, Jesus the Christ, and the Holy Spirit.   All:  Amen.
May the grace and peace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
Opening Prayer:
+Jane:  Let us create in our hearts a place of silence to welcome God’s unconditional love and our need for consolation, healing, and forgiveness.  (Brief pause)
O God of loving kindness, hear our prayers for our brother, Robert, whom you have called from this world. He put his hope and trust in you; welcome him into the joyful company of all your saints and raise him up on the last day to rejoice in your presence forever. 

We trust Your healing and reconciling love within ourselves and with others, as promised and given to us by Your Son, Jesus.  To this, we all say, Amen.
All:  Amen
An important part of our gathering today is story.  Listening to the stories of God’s love for God’s people and listening to the stories of Bob’s life and the legacy he leaves in response to how he experienced God’s love.  We will begin our story telling with the eulogy that will be shared on behalf of the family by Shune and James.

Eulogy: Shune and James 
Invite Shune and James to share their reflections on their father’s life.  Please be seated.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
+Jane:  Now let us listen to the Word of God.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:6-10
Reader 1: Judith Pellerin
On this mountain the God of hosts will make for all peoples
    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.

And God will destroy on this mountain
    the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
    the sheet that is spread over all nations;
    God will swallow up death forever.

God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
    and the disgrace of God’s people will be taken away from all the earth,
    for the Holy One has spoken.

It will be said on that day,
    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for God, so that God might save us.
    This is the Holy One for whom we have waited; 

    let us be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation.

For the hand of the Most High will rest on this mountain.
The word of God, as spoken through the Prophet Isaiah.
All: Thanks be to God.

2 - Psalm: Psalm 23


Shepherd of My Heart
SECOND READING: Romans 8:35, 37-39
Reader 2:  Val DeCorby
What could come between us and the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

No! In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
The Word of God from the Apostle Paul.
All:  Thanks be to God.
3 - Gospel Acclamation:  

Glory and Praise to You
GOSPEL: John 15:5-11
+Jane
A reading from the Gospel attributed to John.
 I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, 

because apart from me you can do nothing. 

If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, 

ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  
As our God has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
 If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,

 just as I have kept God’s commandments and abide in God’s love.  
I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, 

and that your joy may be complete.
The Good News of Jesus the Christ.  

All:  Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily:  

4 - Meditation Song:
Welcome Home - Bob Williston  

Prayers of the People:  
+Jane:  Let us turn to Christ Jesus with confidence and faith in the power of his cross and resurrection.
Reader 3:  Jean MacKay
Our response is: In your mercy hear our prayer.
We pray in gratitude for our Bob: Husband, Father, Grandfather and Great Grandfather.   R./
We pray in gratitude for the gift of the loving support of family and friends, those near and far.  R./
We pray for deeper awareness of society to the needs of the Indigenous, Marginalized, the Poor and the Homeless.  They too are God’s children.  R./
We pray for all deceased relatives and friends, that they receive eternal rest with God our Father. R./
We pray for the intentions we hold in the silence of our hearts. (Pause) R./
(When the petitions are finished, the presider prays.)

+Jane:  God of gentleness and care, thank you for hearing our prayers, those we have spoken and those we carry in our hearts. Keep us attentive to the needs of others, that we may, following the example of our brother Robert, be your hands and feet and hearts for them. We ask you in the name of Jesus the Christ.  

All: Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:
+Jane:  We pray together the Prayer of Jesus…
Our Mother/Father in heaven…

Prayer for Peace:
+Jane: Jesus, you said to your disciples, “My peace I give to you; my peace I leave you. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” We pray for your peace which the world cannot give.  May we be one in you, Christ Jesus, and may our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world. 
+Jane:  The peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.
+ Jane:  As you choose, you are invited to share a greeting of peace.
Closing Prayer:
Loving Creator of heaven and earth, you made us in your divine image and that our destiny is to return to you in glory through Christ Jesus, in whom all things are one.  

Martha and Mary wept at the tomb of their brother, Lazarus; Jesus assured them that he was the resurrection and the life.  Mary the Migdala stood at the cross and kept vigil at the grave of Jesus; she was witness to Christ’s resurrection and proclaimed that message to the other apostles, and to us.
With faith in the Risen Christ, we believe that one day we will joyfully meet Bob again when Your love, which conquers all darkness, destroys even death itself.  As we leave this celebration, we go into the days of our lives in the radiance of Your infinite light and love – sparks of your Divine life.

Eternal rest grant unto Bob, O God.  

All:  And let perpetual light shine upon him. 

May his soul and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,  rest in peace.   

All:  Amen.
Final Blessing:  
+Jane:  God of all mercy, our help in human weakness, show Bob’s family and all those gathered here, the power of your loving care. In your kindness, comfort and console them; help them remember all the good that was done by him during his life.
We entrust Robert to You, Beloved Mystery, Risen Christ and Sophia Spirit.

May your blessing + be upon us and remain with us always.

All:  Amen.
5 -  Closing Song:  

My Eyes Have Seen the Glory
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
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