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Regina, Saskatchewan CANADA

Celebration of the Sacred Triduum

Holy Thursday, April 6, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. CST

Good Friday, April 7, 2023 - 2:00 p.m. CST

Paschal Vigil, April 8, 2023  - 6:00 p.m. CST
Preparatory Notes – Paschal Vigil
In preparation for today’s liturgy you may want to create a prayer centre with some flowers or a plant, and a decorated cross. Have a candle and lighter at hand for the liturgy of light, a bowl of water for the waters of Baptism, and bread and wine for Eucharist. The liturgical colour for today is festive white and gold.

This night in the finale of the Triduum.  We return in silence to where we left off yesterday and keep vigil with hushed whispers of anticipation. Our coming together is something like a funeral vigil where people share stories about the one who died and tell of all the wonderful and crazy things they did.  We laugh and cry and bask in memories. No wonder the first part of the liturgy is story sharing. 

Our stories cover the expanse of time, from the beginning when no thing yet was, to the end of time when all things are restored to original blessing and eternal fullness in the Risen Cosmic Christ. 

We listen to readings about creation, relationship, liberation and transformation. They culminate with the account of the astounded Mary of Magdala and the other women who went to the tomb to anoint Jesus.  

The rich symbolism and ritual of the liturgy leads us, step by step, to the font of Baptism and the renewal of our Baptismal commitment to the Risen One and then sharing in the Paschal feast of heaven.  We celebrate the abundance that is found in the transforming power of love and our part in it.  The elements we prayed with throughout Lent appear tonight in the power of the Spirit, the light of the Risen Christ, the waters of Baptism, and the renewal of the earth. We are Easter people, raised by Christ to a higher state of consciousness of life in God.  By rejecting all that is false and living lives of faithful service, we have the sure hope of sharing his victory over death and living in the Light no darkness can extinguish.  

We will have the traditional blessing of Easter baskets at the end of the liturgy. You are welcome to bring your baskets of Easter foods, as you wish.

Let our Alleluias ring!

MARY OF MAGDALA INCLUSIVE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 

The Solemn Easter Vigil – April 8, 2023, 6:00 pm CST

Assemble in silence and semi-darkness if possible.  
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P:  In the name of the Divine Creator, + Word Incarnate and Holy Wisdom, I welcome you tonight. 
You are invited to sing along with jubilation, just be on mute for the songs as it creates a cacophony if mics are open.
We begin our vigil with Story and Song, that break through darkness and lead us to the Waters of Baptism and the Table of Eucharist.  

We have three sets of readings which connect with our theme for Lent:  Rooted in the earth, Born from the Stars. These readings celebrate: Creating, Relating, Liberating, and Transforming.




FIRST SET OF READINGS: CREATING
V1: “ON THE BEACH AT NIGHT ALONE” by Walt Whitman 

On the beach at night alone, 

As the old mother sways to and fro singing her husky song, 

As I watch the bright stars shining, I think a thought of the clef of the universes and of the future. 

A vast similitude interlocks all, 

All spheres, grown, ungrown, small, large, suns, moons, planets, 

All distances of place however wide, 

All distances of time, all inanimate forms, 

All souls, all living bodies though they be ever so different, or in different worlds, 

All gaseous, watery, vegetable, mineral processes, the fishes, the brutes, 

All nations, colors, barbarisms, civilizations, languages, 

All identities that have existed or may exist on this globe, or any globe, 

All lives and deaths, all of the past, present, future, 

This vast similitude spans them, and always has spann'd, 

And shall forever span them and compactly hold and enclose them. 

Pause
Hallelujah Genesis   

(Melody by: Leonard Cohen, Lyrics (2019) by: Jacklynne Faragher-Guimond,  b. 1946)

It all began a chaotic mass, shapeless, dark and overcast
When Spirit’s brooding prompted Holy Action. A blast of gas, a blinding light
Suddenly both day and night emerged and God cried  Glory! Hallelujah.       
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah ....
Energy was well in place,   the sky assumed its lofty space

While oceans, seas and rivers  started  flowing.

From deep below the land arose, creating earth for life to grow,

And God, delighted,  cried out..Hallelujah!  *

While earth began its awesome task providing more than we could ask

Godde set Her sights on higher innovations..

The moon, the sun, the stars at night The galaxies aglow with light

And God exclaimed.. O glory! Hallelujah! *

The seas  were lonely, as the sky,  Spirit sent birds to sing and fly

And fish and critters ..  to enjoy the water .

And on the earth more life defined  In animals of every kind

And God cried out O glory! Hallelujah.*
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah ....
Delighted with the Sacred dance Godde pondered: “Do I take a chance

and entrust  some of my  power to another?.  To ‘take on flesh’,

make my Presence known, Will they  recognize that this is home?

What have I done? O mercy! Hallelujah.*

We know not how the story ends, from soil God chose to make us friends

Entrusted us to care for Love’s creation.  To honour all that lives and breathes, 
To gaze in awe, fall on our knees  And shout aloud  O thank you, Hallelujah! 
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah ....
Pause
SECOND SET OF READINGS: RELATING

V2: From Exodus 3:1-6 
Now Moses came to Horeb, the mountain of God where the angel of God appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that, though the bush was on fire, it did not burn up. So, Moses thought, “I will go over and see this wondrous sight— why the bush does not burn up.” God saw Moses had gone to look. Seeing that Mosees was afraid, God called from within the flaming bush, "Moses! Moses!" Moses replied, "Here I am." God said. "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy. I am the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob, Leah and Rachel.” 
Pause
V3: From T.S. Elliot’s poem “Little Gidding” in his “Four Quartets” 

With the drawing of this Love and the voice of this Calling 

We shall not cease from exploration 

And the end of all our exploring 

Will be to arrive where we started 

And know the place for the first time. 

Through the unknown, remembered gate 

When the last of earth left to discover 

Is that which was the beginning; 

At the source of the longest river 

The voice of the hidden waterfall 

And the children in the apple-tree 

Not known, because not looked for 

But heard, half-heard, in the stillness 

Between two waves of the sea. 

Quick now, here, now, always— 

A condition of complete simplicity 

(Costing not less than everything) 

And all shall be well and 

All manner of thing shall be well 

When the tongues of flame are in-folded 

Into the crowned knot of fire 

And the fire and the rose are one. 

Pause
Refrain 
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah .... x2
THIRD SET OF READINGS: LIBERATING
V4: From Exodus, Chapter14.  (15-16, 21-22, 15.1ab, 13) 

God said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward! And you, lift up your staff, and with your hand outstretched over the sea, split the sea in two that the Israelites can pass through it on dry land…Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and God swept the sea with a strong east wind throughout the night so that it turned into dry land. When the water was divided, the Israelites passed into the midst of the sea on dry land, with the water like a wall to their right and to their left…Then Miriam, sister of Moses, and all the Israelites sang a song to God…”In Your love You led the people into life, in Your strength You guided them to Your holy dwelling… 
Pause
V5: “Touched by an Angel” by Maya Angelou. 

We, unaccustomed to courage, 

exiles from delight, 

live coiled in shells of loneliness 

until love leaves its high holy temple 

and comes into our sight 

to liberate us into life. 

Love arrives 

and in its train come ecstasies 

old memories of pleasure 

ancient histories of pain. 

Yet if we are bold, 

love strikes away the chains of fear 

from our souls. 

We are weaned from our timidity 

In the flush of love's light 

we dare be brave 

And suddenly we see

that love costs all we are 

and will ever be. 

Yet it is only love

 which sets us free. 
Pause
Refrain 
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah .... x2
FORTH SET OF READINGS: TRANSFFORMING

V6: (Baruch 3:14, 32, 38, 4.1b, 2) 

Learn where Wisdom is, where strength, where understanding, that you may also know where is life, and length of days; where light of the eyes, and where peace…

God who knows all things, knows Wisdom. She holds the fullness of divine knowledge, the knowledge of the One who formed and fashioned Earth, filling it with four footed beasts. 

From the beginning, She has appeared on Earth and moved among humankind…All who cling to Her will live…Turn O People, and receive Her. Walk by Her light toward splendor! 
Pause
V7: From T.S. Elliot’s poem “Little Gidding” in his “Four Quartets” 

The dove descending breaks the air 

With flame of incandescent terror 

Of which the tongues declare 

The one discharge from sin and error. 

The only hope, or else despair 

Lies in the choice of pyre or pyre— 

To be redeemed from fire by fire. 

Who then devised the torment? Love. 

Love is the unfamiliar Name 

Behind the hands that wove 

The intolerable shirt of flame 

Which human power cannot remove. 

We only live, only suspire 

Consumed by either fire or fire. 
Pause
Refrain 
Hallelujah,    hallelujah,    hallelujah,   hallelu-u-u-u-jah .... x2
Epistle - Revelation 21:1-6
V7:  A Reading from the Book of Revelation 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, adorned and prepared as one ready for a wedding day. I heard a loud voice calling: “See, the home of God is among human beings, God will dwell among them, and they shall be God’s people: God is with them, Emmanuel! God will wipe away every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more. Mourning and sadness and pain will be no more. The old order, the world of the past, is gone.” Then the One who is seated on high said, “See I am making all things new. Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and sure. It is completed! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To all who are thirsty, I will give water from the well-spring of life as a gift. 

The Word of a First Century Visionary.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Gloria: 
TAIZE GLORIA  (CANON)

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo,

Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia.
LITANY OF SAINTS 

P:  Thus, on this holy night we stand with Mary of Magdala among the great cloud of witnesses to the Mystery of our faith:  Love is stronger than death. We stand in the presence of the angels, the holy people of old, all of the saints, friends and prophets of God, and all those who have gone before us and have ignited faith and love and wisdom in our life.  

Litany  – Becker 
Creator, Source of all Being.  Have mercy on us. 
Eternal Word.  Have mercy on us.
Holy Spirit. Have mercy on us. 

Radiant Light,   hear our prayer.

Gitchi Manitou,   hear our prayer.
Infinite God,   hear our prayer.

Jesus-Sophia,   hear our prayer.

Compassionate Mother,   hear our prayer.
1. Mary and Joseph,   pray with us.
Michael and all angels,   pray with us.
Anna, Zachariah and Elizabeth,   pray with us.
Elijah, Moses, John the Baptist,   pray with us.
Isaac, Sarah, Abraham,   pray with us.
Jacob, Joseph, Samuel, pray with us.
Ruth, Judith and Esther, pray with us.
Isaiah, Jeremiah, pray with us.
          All      you    ho -      ly       men   and      women, pray with    us.
2. Peter, Paul, Andrew,   pray with us.
James, John, Mary of Magdala,   pray with us.
Martha, Mary and Lazarus,   pray with us.
Barnabas, Mathias,   pray with us.
Stephen, Phoebe and Photina,   pray with us.
Prisca and Aquila,   pray with us.
Timothy and Titus,   pray with us.
Linus, Cletus, Theodora, pray with us.
          All      you    ho -      ly        men   and      women, pray with    us.

3. Felicity and Perpetua, pray with us.
   
Lucy, Agatha and Agnes, pray with us.
Innocent and Boniface, pray with us.
Jeanne Francois de Chantal, pray with us.
Hildegard of Bingen, pray with us.
Catherine of Sienna, pray with us.
Dame Julian of Norwich,   pray with us.
Teresa of Avila,  pray with us
           All      you    ho -      ly    martyrs  and   mys-tics, pray with    us.
4. Kateri Tekakwitha,   pray with us.
Saint Canadian Martyrs,   pray with us.
Marguerite Bourgeois,   pray with us.

Anne Therese Gerein,   pray with us.

Angelo Roncalli,   pray with us.

Oscar Romero,   pray with us.

Henri Nouwen,   pray with us.
Iris Müller, pray with us.

          All       you     ho -      ly      friends and  prophets, pray with  us.
Creator, Source of all Being.  Renew our lives.
Jesus, Son of our living God.  Renew our lives.
In the fullness of your Spirit.  Renew our lives.  

Christ ___     hear_____     us.______    Jesus hear our prayer.
BLESSING OF FIRE AND PASCHAL CANDLE 
Blessing of the Fire

Throughout the story of your people, you have lighted the way.  You called Moses

in the  burning bush when you revealed your name, I AM.  You led your people

through the  wilderness by a protective cloud by day and pillar of fire by night.

Your Spirit in wind and flame came on your disciples when you sent them to

proclaim your good news.  On this sacred night we remember Jesus being raised

from death and released from the darkness of the tomb.  By his resurrection the

whole world is filled again with God's radiant and eternal light.   

(fire is ignited and then blessed)

(extend hands)  
We pray:  O God who, through Jesus, the Christ, bestowed upon us the fire of your glory, sanctify (+) this new fire.   

Once we were in darkness,  

but now we are light in Christ Jesus.

May our hearts be set on fire by your Spirit with new hope  

and our minds purified by these paschal celebrations  

as we await the day we are welcomed,  

with all your holy ones,  to the feast of eternal light.  
Preparation of the Paschal Candle   
 

P: Christ, yesterday and today; The Beginning and the End; 

 The Alpha and Omega 

 All time belongs to God 

 And all the ages. 

 To Jesus, be glory and power


Through all time and all places. 
All: 
Amen. 

P:  (Raising the candle on high)  
May Christ, the light – rising in glory –  dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds and fill us with his radiance. 
(Everyone light candles – hold them throughout the proclamation of the Gospel) 
Intones (3x) The Light of Christ!   All:  Thanks be to God!  
Exultet: Rejoice, heavenly wonders!...

Cantor: The Lord be with you.
All:  And also with you.

Cantor: Lift up your hearts.
All:  We lift them up to our God.

Cantor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All:  It is right to give God thanks and praise.

…lives and reigns forever and ever. 
All: Amen, Amen, Amen.
Easter Alleluia 
Alleluia! Raise the Gospel  by Bernadette Farrell
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

       Alleluia! Alleluia! Raise the gospel over the earth! 

       Alleluia! Alleluia! Peace and justice bringing to birth.

Glory like the stars of heaven, glory like the sun in the sky

     Glory shines upon all people equal in God/de’s eyes..

Glory to the Word of Justice, glory to the Spirit of Peace.

     Glory to the God/de of love whose blessings never cease.
GOSPEL - Gospel:  Matthew 28:1-10

P:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.

All:  Glory to you, O God.

After the Sabbath, as the first light of the new week dawned, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to keep vigil at the tomb. Suddenly the earth reeled and rocked under their feet as God’s angel came down from heaven, came right up to where they were standing. He rolled back the stone and then sat on it. Shafts of lightning blazed from him. His garments shimmered snow-white. The guards at the tomb were scared to death. They were so frightened, they couldn’t move.

The angel spoke to the women: “There is nothing to fear here. I know you’re looking for Jesus, the One they nailed to the cross. He is not here. He was raised, just as he said. Come and look at the place where he was placed.

 “Now, get on your way quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He is risen from the dead. He is going on ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there.’ That’s the message.”

The women, deep in wonder and full of joy, lost no time in leaving the tomb. They ran to tell the disciples. Then Jesus met them, stopping them in their tracks. “Good morning!” he said. They fell to their knees, embraced his feet, and worshiped him. Jesus said, “You’re holding on to me for dear life! Don’t be frightened like that. Go tell my brothers that they are to go to Galilee, and that I’ll meet them there.”
The Good News of our God.
Gospel Response 
Alleluia! Raise the Gospel  by Bernadette Farrell
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

       Alleluia! Alleluia! Raise the gospel over the earth! 


       Alleluia! Alleluia! Peace and justice bringing to birth.  (set candles aside)
Homily/Breakout Rooms
Blessing of Baptism Water 
 (bring bowl of water)  
P: May God renew us and keep us faithful to the Spirit whom we have all received.  
(extend hand over water) 
God, our Father and Mother, we know you are with us as we recall the wonders of creation.   

Bless this water that you have made a servant of your loving kindness to us.  

Your Spirit, “in the beginning of the universe, hovered over the surface of the waters” 

so that its very substance would take on the power to sanctify.   

Through water, you set your people free from bondage in Egypt 

and quenched their thirst in the desert.  

With water, your prophets announced a new covenant that you would make with humanity.  

By water, you announced your Messiah in the Jordan.  
On the cross you gave birth to your church through blood and water flowing from his side.   

Let this water remind us of our baptism and of your covenant with all of creation.   
All: Amen.  

Renewal of Baptismal Promises – adapted from Jay Murnane 
 P:  Holy people of God, through the Pascal Mystery we have been buried with Christ. We have been sealed by his sacrifice of love.  Through our Baptism we walk in newness of life.  And so, we renew the promises that brought us to this point on our journey and will support us until we come to the fullness of life in eternity.  
V8:  I promise to see what is good for my sisters and brothers everywhere, rejecting injustice and inequality, and living with the freedom  and responsibility of the family of God.  

V9:  I promise to work for the realization of God’s vision of harmony and right relations among people, rejecting the idols of money, property, race, gender, and position.  

V10:  I promise to seek peace and to live in peace in one human family, rejecting prejudice in every form, and all barriers to unity.  

V11:  I promise to cherish the universe and this precious planet, working creatively to renew and safeguard the elemental sacraments of air, fire, water and earth.  

V12:  I believe in God, the Creator, in Jesus, the teacher of justice and love, who lived among us so that all might live with abundant fullness.  

V13:  I believe in the Spirit, the breath of God, who continues the work of birthing and blessing, of forgiveness and reconciliation, of challenge and hope, so that together we all can continue the work of creation. 

V14:  I believe love has the power to overcome evil and I promise to open my heart ever wider to hear the cries of the poor and respond in love to their needs. 
P:   God has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and forgiven all our sins.  May God also keep us faithful to Jesus the Christ forever and ever.  

All: Amen.   (bless yourself with the water) 
Song of Baptism  
LEAD US TO THE WATER – Tom Kendzia & Gary Daigle


Lead us to the water, call us to the feast.

                   Wash us in the river and fill us with your peace.



* Lead us, lead us to the water,

                 wash us, wash us in the river (4x)

 
Fill us with Your fire, lead us through the night

                 Guide us in your wisdom and draw us to Your light.

Prayers of the People

P:  Always mindful of God’s love and care for all creation, we bring the needs of the people to our loving Godde. 
V15:
For all who celebrate the triumph of light over darkness and life over death; for those whose hearts and minds are troubled or burdened, we pray:

ALL:
Divine Creator who loves us completely, hear us.

V15:
For our communities and individuals willing to be transformed to expand our awareness and deepen our love in celebrating a life filled with the presence of God/de’s light, we pray:

ALL:
Divine Creator who loves us completely, hear us.

V15:
For peace and justice throughout the world, and for people whose lives have been broken by hatred or oppression, we pray:

ALL:
Divine Creator who loves us completely, hear us.

V15:
For those baptized and received into the one body and confirmed with the Spirit of the risen Christ, we pray:

ALL:
Divine Creator who loves us completely, hear us.

V15:
For the spiritual and physical well-being of all individuals; for people in need of consolation; and for the intentions of all who are gathered here on this holy night, we pray:

ALL:
Divine Creator who loves us completely, hear us.

P:  The Angel of God said to the women, “Do not be afraid.  Jesus who was killed is alive!”  (Matthew 28.5)
Jesus of the cold grave, / pilgrim women followed you / in life and in death. / 
Bless all pilgrims who bring life / to the places of the dead.

Because they are the unafraid.  

(Pádraig Ó Tuama in Daily Prayer p. 36)
All:  Amen.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P:   Most Holy One, God of Life and Love,

we offer you these gifts of bread and wine

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,

may they become for us the Body and Blood 

of Christ Jesus, your son. 

All:  Bless this bread and bless this wine,

The wheat and the grape, 

the farmer and the harvest,  

The seed and the sower.

P:  Holy One, you stirred the waters of creation, and you dwell in us, and in every living being.  We lift up our hearts to you in whom we are all one.
All:  We give thanks and praise for the Breath of Life present everywhere and in all things.

Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy One, God/de of mystery, God/de of mirth,

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory, Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of our God/de, in the name of our God/de, Hosanna in the highest…hosanna  in the highest!
P:  Holy One, we bring you these gifts of bread and wine that they may become the Christ Presence. Fill us with reverence for your presence in all creatures, great and small.
V17:  We now ask your Spirit to come upon these gifts that they may become divine food to sustains us on our pilgrim journey.
On the night before he faced his own death, Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends.

He reminded them of all that he taught them, and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet.
P:  When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, spoke the blessings, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:
All: Take and eat; this is my very self.

P:   Then he took the cup of wine, spoke the blessing, and offered it to them saying:
All: Take and drink of it; this is my life-blood, the seal of the new and everlasting covenant given in love that all may be one.  When you do this, remember me.

Anamnesis 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

V19:  Christ of the Cosmos, we thank you that our bodies are made of stardust and that every place we turn, you are present, loving us.  You invite us to join the dance of creation in a mystical celebration of our oneness with all living things in your divine love.
V20:  We remember all those in our world who are working for environmental healing, human rights and justice in all forms.  We pray for all those suffering from trauma, caused by violence that plagues our world today. 
V21:  Christ of the Ages, we remember Mary, mother of Jesus and faithful disciple; Mary of Magdala,  the beloved to whom you revealed the meaning of your passion and entrusted with the good news of resurrection; and St. Francis, who sang canticles to brother sun and sister moon.  May we praise you in union with all the angels and saints now and forever.
P:   It is through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory and praise is yours, loving God, for all eternity.
Doxology 
Amen, Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
P:  With great joy we sing the prayer of Jesus.
Prayer of Jesus 
Abba of Jesus  Winter Name of God                    Michael Joncas

Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven. 

How holy do we hold the name you bear!    

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; 

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven, 

give us this day the bread we need to live.  

Do not remember our sins against you;

 forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.  

Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory,

through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace
P:    Risen Christ, you said to your disciples, “My peace I leave you, my peace I give you.” Look on the faith of all those gathered here. May we spread your peace throughout the world, always and everywhere.     
All:  Shalom, Salam, Shante, Myr, Paz, Paix, Peace.

Chime
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Invitation to the table
P:    Jesus, Risen Christ, we live our oneness with you and all creation, we work for the healing of the earth, we celebrate justice rising in a global communion everywhere.


This is the Cosmic Christ in whom all creation lives and moves and has its being.  


All are invited to share in this banquet of love.
All:  We are the Body of Christ.
Communion Reflection 
Out Of Darkness   Tom Kendzia           
Out of darkness the light of Christ will shine,   as the dawn of day   breaks through the night.    Then the poor and oppressed will cry out and be heard by the light that rises from the night.

1.   Let the darkness flee from here …  put an end to sadness and fear.

The hungry will eat, the sick will dance,   the dead will  live again.    R.
2.   This is the night, O holy of nights, … the chains of death are destroyed.

This is the light; the glory of God  is    raised to    life  again.    R.
3.   A single flame, a flicker of hope … spreads like a sea of fire.

Open the door,      shout to the night;  we   will live  again!    R.
Out of darkness the light of Christ will shine,   as the dawn of day  breaks through the night.     Then the poor and oppressed will cry out and be heard by the light  that rises from the night.      Then the poor and oppressed will cry out and be heard  by the light that rises from the night. 
Prayer after Communion
P:   Surprising Son of God
you revealed the truth to women

who were not believed by men.

You are in the voices of the unbelieved

and the ignored.

So bring us towards each other.

Bring us towards 

the truest truth.

Because here, if anywhere,

we will find you.

All:  Amen.





(Pádraig Ó Tuama in Daily Prayer p. 37)
BLESSING OF EASTER FOOD 
P:  (Extend hands in blessing) 

God of Abundance, you give us this special food for feasting in celebration of Christ Jesus being raised from death to the fullness of life.   
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Bless this bread – 

in memory of Jesus, the Bread of Life. 

Bless these eggs –

signs of the new life we find in you. 

Bless these treats – 
which represent your extravagance in providing us with more than we can ask or imagine. 

As we gather as your holy people, we remember our families, those near and far away, gather us all with you at the heavenly banquet. 

We make this prayer this day and always,  Now and forever.   
All:  Amen. 
 
 
(Sprinkle food with Blessed Water)   

Easter Blessing 

P:    Lift your eyes and pray for God’s blessing: 

May the blessing of our God of Abundant Life + be upon us as we go in the Peace of the Cosmic 

Christ to love as he did and to live justice in his name in the power of the Holy Spirit!

Go in the Peace of Christ, Alleluia! Alleluia!
All: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Announcements:  
Stay to visit as you are able.
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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