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WELCOME/INTRODUCTION
Territory Acknowledgement
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation 

we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live, work and play.

For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  


Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, 

traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), 

Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, 

and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 

You may silently acknowledge the land where you are located.  

We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  

that solidarity with our indigenous relatives requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Call to Worship:
P:  Christ is Risen! 


All: Christ is Risen Indeed!
chime
P:  Darkness fades to light! 

All: Christ is Risen Indeed!
chime
P:  The stone has been rolled away! 
All: Christ is Risen Indeed!
chime
P:  The tomb is found empty! 

All: Christ is Risen Indeed!
chime
P:  Morning Has Broken! 

All: Christ is Risen Indeed! 
chime
P:  Christ is Risen! 


All: Just as the women said!
chime

Opening Song: 
Let All the Earth – Gary Ault
Refrain:

 Let all the earth an alleluia sing.

Spread the good news to every living thing;

The Lord has risen just as He foretold,

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
1) Why all this tumult all about? His life has put all death to rout;

Don’t you know the Lord is risen? He will stay with us.
2) Now stand no longer idle here, proclaim His love without a fear;

Don’t you know He has sent His Spirit from above?
Opening Prayer:
V: We praise You, O Resurrected Hope, for exceeding our expectations, 

for breaking to bits the narrow scope of our finite comprehension. 
V: Who could have guessed You would walk with us on our journey into meaning, instead of sending us out on our own to find the promised land. 
V: May we never lose sight of that empty tomb that symbolizes resurrection, never forget that only the dead are capable of rising. 
V: Take the bread of our limited experience and break it to our advantage, revealing a vision of healing and hope for all who come home to God. For this we pray, this day and always. 
All:  Amen. 
LITURGY OF THE WORD
1st Reading:  Colossians 3:1-4
V:  So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert to what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action is. See things from his perspective. 
Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life—even though invisible to spectators—is with Christ in God. He is your life. When Christ (your real life, remember) shows up again on this earth, you’ll show up, too—the real you, the glorious you. 
The Word of God
All:  Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: (sung)

Gloria, Gloria, in Excelsis Deo.

Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Gospel:  John 20: 1-18
V:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John.

All:  Glory to you, O God.
Early in the morning on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone was moved away from the entrance. She ran at once to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, gasping for breath. “They took the Master from the tomb. We don’t know where they’ve put him.”
Peter and the other disciple left immediately for the tomb. [Seeing what Mary said was true, but not understanding the Scripture that he had to rise from the dead, the two disciples then went back home.]
But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she wept, she knelt to look into the tomb and saw two angels sitting there, dressed in white, one at the head, the other at the foot of where Jesus’ body had been laid. They said to her, “Woman, why do you weep?”
“They took my Master,” she said, “and I don’t know where they put him.” 
After she said this, she turned away and saw Jesus standing there. But she didn’t recognize him.
Jesus spoke to her, “Woman, why do you weep? Who are you looking for?”
She, thinking that he was the gardener, said, “Sir, if you took him, tell me where you put him so I can care for him.”
Jesus said, “Mary.”
Turning to face him, she said in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” meaning “Teacher!”
Jesus said, “Don’t cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I ascend to my Father and your Father, my God and your God.’”
Mary Magdalene went, telling the news to the disciples: “I saw the Master!” And she told them everything he said to her.
The Good News of God.
All: Praise to you Jesus the Christ.
Reflection


Petitions
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
P:  Christ is Risen!
All: He is Risen Indeed!
P:  We should give thanks!
All: Thanks and praise to the One who brings life! 
V:  Gracious God, we raise voices and sing praises for the wonder of an empty tomb, we give thanks for the gifts of life, of life that breaks the bonds of death. We sing songs of praise for the world you have given us, for the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies.
V:  As the spring deepens and the earth thaws, 

as green breaks through the brown of winter,

we sing songs of hope for new life springing 

from dead soil, for the promise held in every seed that is sown. 

With the angels and saints, 

and all who share the glory of the Risen Christ, we sing: 
All: (sing) 

Holy, Holy, Holy is God’s name,


And Holy, Holy, Holy is God’s name.
V:  We gather at this table to remember a story told mere days ago 

and yet so long ago.

We remember that Jesus gathered with his closest friends 

in an Upper Room to share the feast of liberation, 

and while sharing the ancient story of freedom,

he called them to remember the promised freedom of God's Kin-dom. 
 P:  We hold in sacred memory that at that table he took the bread, 

gave thanks for it, blessed it, broke it and passed it among them saying:  
All: This is my body, broken by and for the world. 

Whenever you eat it remember me.
P:  Then later he took the cup of wine, 

blessed it and passed it among them saying: 
All: This is the cup of the New Covenant, sealed in my blood. 

Whenever you drink it remember me, 

and look toward the fulfilment of God's Kin-dom.
 
All:  On this Easter Day we break the bread and pour the cup 

and we remember with hope.

On this Easter Day we share in the Banquet of Freedom

to celebrate Life Victorious!
 
V:  God of Life, in the beginning your Spirit hovered over the water,

calling forth life, creating and inspiring. 

Send Your Spirit upon we who gather to share this meal, 

infuse this bread and this juice with the Spirit's power.
V:  We remember all those who have gone before us in faith: 

People like Moses and Miriam, leading their people to freedom; 

People like Sarah and Abraham, seeking a new life in a strange land; 

People like Mary Magdalene and the other women, 

proclaiming an empty tomb and life beyond the cross.
V:  We remember all those through the ages, including our beloved dead,  

who embraced your life, your hope, and moved into a new age. 

We trust that in remembering and retelling their stories, 

we too can take the leap into New Life.
V:  As we eat and drink may we feel the power of Life Triumphant 

pulse in our veins, the fire of hope blaze in our hearts, 

and the joy of the empty tomb dance in our souls.
 
P:  For it is through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ


all glory and honour are yours, most Holy One, now and forever.
All: Christ who died is now alive! Alleluia! Amen.
Prayer of Jesus
P:  And so, as children of a loving Parent, we pray together the words that Jesus, the Risen Christ, taught his friends: Our Mother/Father, Abwoon D’Bashmayah, who art in heaven...
Invitation to the Table 
P: Here at this table we break the Bread of Life..

On this Day of Celebration, we pour the Cup of Promise

These are Gifts from God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.
P:  Come and eat, for all is now ready.
Communion Song: 
Something Which is Known –Gregory Norbert OSB –based on 1 John 1
1) Something which is known to have been from the beginning; this we have heard and seen with our own eyes. Something we have touched and carefully watched …the Word Who is Life, this we share with you…
(refrain) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
2) This is the life of our God, so gracious, word become flesh: there is no greater wonder. All that we have witnessed became new vision; This  our hope for you, alive in God’s own spirit…refrain
3) He it is in Whom we have found the light of truth, source of our hope, abiding gift of God’s love. Through that love we pass and are born in life unending: Jesus, the Lord, the fullness of our joy……refrain
Prayer After Communion:  (from WomanWord by Miriam Therese Winter)
V: Hail, O Resurrected Hope, spilling over the hills of our grief like the blush of a new day dawning. 
V: Hail, sudden Sabbath Surprise, spark of fire in our verbal ask, cognitive flash like the fleeting glimmer of recognition in a newborn baby’s eyes. 
V: The Word is risen, the miracle continues, say amen, alleluia!
V: The Song is risen, the music continues, sing amen, alleluia! 
V: Happy the feet that dance the Good News in the civilized streets of the nations.
V: Happy the heart that hears and tells of Easter at all the village wells, country pumps, steel cells, ghetto dumps, where so much of life lies buried. 
V: Praise the One Who is raised to life, let the trumpets break their silence in articulated creeds. 
V: Praise the One Who raises to life a community of believers with a fanfare of impossible deeds. 
V: Christ is the One Who gives wings to our freedom, lifting our inner selves higher than wild birds borne by the will of the wind. 
V: Christ is the free fall of faith unencumbered by guidelines or more guarantees.
V: Hail, O One Who is warm to our touch, neither death nor doubt can contain You. 
V: Hail, O One Who eludes our touch, only by faith can we know You.
Easter Blessing:
P:  May the celebration of resurrected life bring new hope to our being.
May the victory over earthly death turn our eyes to the needs of the oppressed.
May the empty tomb help us to leave our sorrows at the foot of the cross.
So that God's hope, promises and forgiveness reign in our lives forever.

Let us go in all the Holy Names of God: + Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier.
All: Christ is Risen!
Death is Defeated!
Life Wins! Alleluia and Amen!
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