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Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

Regina, Saskatchewan

Sunday, May 14, 2023 - 10:00 a.m. CST

Easter 6 – Mother’s Day
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 








Welcome/Introductions:
Gathering
P:  
Dear Family of Faith, come; Be gathered in the Divine Holy One who gives us life, + Source of Being, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  All:  Amen.
Centering Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:
V1: 
In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledging the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  In Regina,  gather on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  You may silently acknowledge the land where you are located.  

We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people: that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Gathering Song
Resucitó  
     (GC 432,  GC2 443)
R.    Resucitó,    resucitó,    resucitó,    aleluya! 

    Aleluya,   aleluya,    aleluya,    resucitó!  [ Aleluya, ]
1. And death now,    vanished is the fear now,
    banished are my tears now,   death has passed away.  R.   
2. The kin-dom, praise to God, the kin-dom!

    Raised up to the kin-dom,    we shall live in love.  R.
3. Our gladness,   blissful in our gladness
    this will be our gladness   that He is alive.  R.
4. With Him then,    die and live with Him then,
    rise and sing our hymn then,    sing alleluia!  R.
Text&Tune: Kiki Argüello, ©1972, Ediciones Musical PAX, U.S. agent: OCP Publications; 

Trans. by Robert C. Trupia, ©1988, OCP Publications
Acc. By Diana Kodner, ©1993, GIA Publications
Prayer for Wholeness 
V2: Most Holy One, you are present in Mother Earth bringing forth new life, nurturing and sustaining it, and receiving it when the cycle of life ends.
All: Increase our awareness of your presence among us. 
V2: Most Holy One, you are present in Mothers who, in their bodies form their children, birth them, and nourish them as they learn how to survive and thrive in this world. 
All: Increase our awareness of your presence among us. 
V2: Most Holy One, you are present in our spiritual Mothers, who guide and direct our efforts to know our soul and nurture us as we response to your call in the depths of our heart.
All: Increase our awareness of your presence among us. 
P:  Soften our hearts this day, God of Life, that we lay aside all that keeps us from recognizing your life-giving and life-sustaining presence in all of your creation.  Allow the warmth of your spirit to radiate through us in gratitude and affection for your maternal presence. 
All:  Amen.
Song of Praise: 
MASS OF  JOYFUL HEART – Steve Angrisano & Tom Tomaszek (Inclusive language adapted)
Refrain:
Glory to God/de in the highest, and peace to all people on earth.

Glory to God/de in the highest, and peace to all people on earth.
1) O God/de most holy One, almighty God, Creator, we worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory…
2)…Jesus, the  Christ, beloved Son of the Mother….Lamb of God/de, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer…
3) For You alone are the Holy One, you alone are our God/de, for You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God/de the Father.
Opening Prayer 
P:   Creator of All, in whom we live and move and have our being, be with us and guide us as we walk the way you set before us.  May we be true to your message of love for all.  This is our prayer today and always, now and forever.
All:  Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD (Readings from the Inclusive Catholic Lectionary)
P:  Let us attend to the Holy Word of God/de.
1st Reading  -  Acts of the Apostles 16:16-19, 23ab, 40+21:7-9 
V3: A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Paul and others among us were staying with Lydia. One day, when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female servant, a seer, who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by foretelling the future. She followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, “These people are servants of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be made whole.” She kept this up for many days. Finally, Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of Jesus Christ, I command you to come out of her!” At that moment, the spirit left her.
When her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities. They were severely flogged and thrown into prison. 
…After Paul and Silas came out of prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the sisters and brothers and encouraged them. Then they left. 
…We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and sisters and stayed with them for a day. Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea. There, we stayed at the house of Philip the evangelist, one of the seven original deacons. He had four unmarried daughters who prophesied. 
The Word of an Early Church Chronicler
All:  Thanks be to God.
PSALM  (Please be on mute for all songs)
Wisdom, My Road 
1. Long before my journey’s start, when in my youth I searched in my heart, 

 I would pray for her, wait for her, Wisdom, my road, my goal and my star.
2. From the blossom to the seed, long has she filled my cup in need,  

may I cling to her vine, taste of her wine, Wisdom my life, my perfect design.
3. When I stretched my hands to the sky, when in despair my soul raised a cry, 

I was saved by her gaze, led in her ways, Wisdom my love, the light of my days.
Text:  based on Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22; Steven C. Warner, b. 1954

Tune: Leslie Palmer Barnhart; © 1993, World Library Publications
2nd Reading – 1Peter 3:13-18 
V4:  A Reading from the first Letter attributed to Peter.
Who is going to harm you if your goal is to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what others fear. Do not be afraid. In your hearts revere Jesus as holy. Make the Christ your center. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to explain the hope that you have; but, do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that the very words of those who speak maliciously against you will be their shame. If suffering must be, it is better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Jesus the Messiah, the Christ, who was a righteous person, also suffered because of injustice. He did this to show you the way to God. Jesus was put to death in the body, but brought to life in the Spirit. The Word of an Early Christian Leader
All:  Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation 
m—m—m—m- ..Surrexit Christus Alleluia

m—m—m—m- ..Cantate Domino, Alleluia
Gospel - John 14:18-21 
V5:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John.
“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day, you will know that I am in our Loving God. And You are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commandments and observes them loves me; and those who love me will be loved by our Loving God. I will love them and reveal myself to them.”
The Gospel of the Risen Christ. 
All:  Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 
Homily & Sharing in breakout rooms
Profession of Faith
V6: We believe in the Holy One, a divine mystery

beyond all definition and rational understanding,

in whose infinite love all creation exists and evolves.
 
We believe in Jesus, messenger of the Divine Presence,

bringer of healing, heart of Divine compassion,

bright star in the firmament of the Holy One’s prophets, mystics, and saints.
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We believe that we are called to follow Jesus

as a reflection of divine compassion and healing

a source of wisdom and truth,

and an instrument of peace in the world.
 
We believe in the Spirit of the Holy One,

the life that is our innermost life,

the breath moving in our being,

the depth living in each of us.

We believe that the Divine kin-dom is here and now,

stretched out all around us for those

with eyes to see it, hearts to receive it, and hands to make it happen. 
To this, the Church says…  
All: Amen.
Prayers of the People 
P:  With confidence in the Risen Christ and bounty of Mother Earth, we pray:
All: Risen Christ, rise in us; in love, in justice.
V7:  For the abundance and non-stop giving of Mother Earth, that we say thank-you and pray for all people to respect, honour and love her in return.  May we share generously her gifts for proper housing, food and clothing for all, we pray;
R./
This Mother’s Day we honour and pray for our mothers and all creatures who mother others, in gratitude for the life-giving love and support they provide, we pray;   R./
For the sick: those in hospital, those who are in their last months of life, those who are living with chronic illness, and especially those injured mentally and physically through trauma, in Sudan, in Ukraine, in Russia, in Myanmar, in Afghanistan, and elsewhere in the world, we pray;
R./
For all who have died that their souls may shine in Christ’s light, and that our love be support for those who mourn, we pray;
   R./
For all baptized this Easter Season and those preparing for baptism; for the recently ordained and those preparing for ordination, that the light of Christ’s love anoint them generously, and that they grow in wisdom and strength in their spiritual gifts, we pray;     R./
For civic and political leaders, for just elections, that all  listen to the Earth for wisdom and embrace values that ensure sustainability, and for all creatures affected by the wild fires in Alberta, Saskatchewan and across the country, we pray;     R./
For the intentions posted on our community bulletin board, those entered in the Chat, and those that we hold in the silence of our hearts, we pray quietly, (silent pause)  we pray,  R./
P:  Loving Sophia, Wisdom of Inclusion, through the resurrection of Christ Jesus we thank-you for the Easter gift of love in our lives. By your grace, may we be for earth and creature the peace of Christ in the world. 
All:  Amen.
[image: image4.jpg]



EUCHARISTIC  PRAYER
Offering our Gifts
P:  
Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of our hands. They will become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. 
All:  God/de of Life and Love, / receive these gifts we offer you in praise and thanksgiving / for the good of all your people.
V8: We stand before you, Source of All Life,

in praise and thanksgiving for the gift of unconditional love. 


We are awed by the assurance that we are always welcomed to abide in you. 
 
Like a mother, you awaken hope and promise for all your people as time and time again you renew your covenant of love with them.
V9:
We thank you that our bodies are made of stardust 

and that every place we turn, you are present, loving us.  

You invite us to join the dance of creation in a mystical celebration 

of oneness with all things created in your divine love. 
 
In response, we join our voices with all creatures you have made, 


past, present, and yet to come.

Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy One, God/de of mystery, God/de of mirth

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory…hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He Who comes in the name of our God/de,

in the name of our God/de

Hosanna in the Highest, hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
V10: This is the altar of the world, the table of Divine Abundance. 

It has been prepared for us, as a sign of hospitality and community, 


so that we may be filled, healed, forgiven and blessed, being made new again. 

It is made ready for all who seek relationship with the Holy One. 
(Extend hands over gifts)
V11: May your Spirit come upon the gifts we offer: the harvest to be won by today’s labours,  all the things which today will increase and all those that will 

diminish or die, we gather into our arms, holding them out to you.  

We believe you are present in them.
P:  
We remember the supper Jesus had with his friends the night before he died. 

He took bread, spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:
All:  Take and eat; this is my Body. 
P:
Then he took the cup of wine – the wine of suffering to be pressed from the earth’s fruits. He  spoke the blessing, and offered it to them saying:
All:
 Take and drink it; this is my Blood, the seal of the eternal covenant of love. 


When you do this, remember me.
P:    The mystery of faith.
Anamnesis 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
V12:  As we celebrate this sacred meal, we call to mind 

all you have shared with us through the gifts of creation, 

and especially in the gift of Jesus, who entered fully into our humanity.
We praise you in union with the angels and all holy people,

friends of God and prophets, who have gone before us. 

We remember Mary, mother of Jesus, faithful disciple, 

and Mary of Magdala, the beloved, 

to whom you entrusted good news of your resurrection.
V13: May the Spirit of life and wholeness,

who transforms the gifts we present transform us, too,

that we may be refreshed in our inner being and be empowered to bring mercy, 

love and healing to those whose lives we touch.

At the last day, bring us into the joy of the oneness in the Cosmic Christ.
V14: We remember all those in our world who are working for environmental healing, 

human rights and justice in all forms.  We pray for peace in places where there is war, for healing and reconciliation where there is pain and division, 

especially with our indigenous relatives.
Awaken in us a passion for justice and generosity of spirit,

that all may feast at your table of abundance 

and know your heart of boundless love. 
P:    For it is through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all things are gathered in to oneness and that all honour and glory and praise are yours, loving God/de, for all eternity.
Doxology Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 2x
P:     With great joy we sing the prayer of Jesus to his Abwoon (Mother/Father).
Prayer of Jesus 
Abba of Jesus  Winter Name of God                    Michael Joncas
Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven. 

How holy do we hold the name you bear!    

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; 

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven, 

give us this day the bread we need to live.  

Do not remember our sins against you;

forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.  
Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace
P:  Risen Christ, you said to your disciples, “My peace I leave you, my peace I give you.”   Look on the faith of all those gathered here. May we spread your peace throughout the world, always and everywhere.     
All:     Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, paix, Peace.  (Chime)  
(Offer a greeting of peace to those you are with and/or one another).

Welcome to the Table: 
P:   This is Jesus the Christ, Bread of Life and Wine of Compassion.  

Behold what we are; become what we receive.
All:  We are the Body of Christ.  Thanks be to God/de.  
(We share this Eucharist together) 
Communion Meditation 
Like a Little Child  (Haas)

Refrain:   "Like a little child in its mother's arms

                             my soul will rest in You, my soul will rest in you"
Prayer After Communion:  (Pádraig Ó Tuama 16 November 2020)
V15:  God of each breath, God of this next breath: 

may this moment we’re in be a moment now filled 

with reassurance and grace; with kindness and patience 

for ourselves and for others.

May it be marked by hope and compassion, by learning and unlearning.

May it be a moment unencumbered by mistakes we’ve made or results we fear.

May it be a moment of peace and renewal; a breath of new life.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements

Blessing/Dismissal – (adapted from Nick Fawcett)
P:   Go out into the world rejoicing,

For God is waiting to meet you and surprise you with the 

Beauty of Her presence….
God is here.

God is there.

God is everywhere.
Go then, and walk with God,

Along the path of light,

With the joy of love,

In the fullness of life.                                                    
All:  May it be so!  Amen. Alleluia!
Closing Song
'Like an Eagle She Flies'  by Dolly Parton  https://youtu.be/Mb1Rufxem_4 

[image: image1.jpg]



Remembering all our Mothers
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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