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Christmas Eve, December 24, 2022, 4:30 p.m. CST
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome and Introduction
Acknowledgement of Territory  
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island. Here in Regina we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wuk), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 

Recognizing that we are all Treaty People, we acknowledge our responsibility to walk together in a good way the path of truth, justice and reconciliation. 
Centering Chime
Opening Song: 
O Come All Ye Faithful (Gather #357)
Gathering:
P:  Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One, 

      Creator of all that is:  + Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  
All:  Amen.
V:  Jesus, you are the image of the invisible God,

the first-born of all creation. We join the angels and sing:
All:  Gloria – (Gather #361, refrain only)
V:  Jesus, you are God’s true child, born of Mary. We join the angels and sing:
All:  Gloria
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V:  Jesus, you are Word made flesh, full of grace and truth.  We join the angels and sing:
All:  Gloria
P:  Step softly into your weeping world, incarnate God;

embrace it in your love.

Bring light into broken lives, 

warmth into frozen hearts,

hope to those at war.

May your peace pervade every place.

      We make our prayer in the name of The Christ of the Ages 


born this night in the hearts of all who believe.
All:  Amen.



(From ‘Step Softly’ by Carol Dixon in Hay & Stardust)
LITURGY OF THE WORD
P:  We listen to words from Sacred Scripture.

1st Reading:  Isaiah 57:14-15,18b, 19 + 52:7-9
V:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
And I say: “Build up! Build up! Prepare the way! Remove every obstacle from my people’s way!” 
I am the high and heavenly One, the One who dwells forever, whose Name is holy. I dwell in the cosmos, in the holy places among the stars. I dwell, equally, with the contrite and lowly of spirit to revive the spirit of the lowly. to revive the heart of the crushed. I will lead them and restore full comfort to them and to those who mourn for them. I will create words of comfort: “Peace! Peace to those who are far. Peace! Peace to those who are near. I will heal them all.” 
How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those who bring this good news, proclaiming peace, bringing good tidings, announcing restoration and healing, telling us, “God is Here!”
Listen! Your sentinels raise a cry, together they shout for joy! For they see, directly before their eyes, the coming of God. Break out together in song, O ruins! For God comes with comfort and healing; God comes with joy.
The Word of the prophet Isaiah.
All:  Thanks be to God/de.
Psalm:  Let The Heavens Rejoice, Based on Ps 98        TOM KENDZIA  / NALR                                                                                                                                           
Let all the heavens rejoice   and all the earth be glad.

Give glory to God in the highest  for Jesus Christ is born.
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

A light has shone on us this day: Jesus Christ is born.
Let the sea and all that it holds resound to all the earth.

Let the rivers clap their hands, the mountains shout for joy!
All the ends of the earth, all the ends of the earth,

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of our God.
2nd Reading: From the poem “The Birth of Christ” by Rainer Maria Rilke
V:   A Reading from the poem “The Birth of Christ” by Rainer Maria Rilke
Without your simplicity, how could this have happened—

what now shines in the dark of night? 

The God who thundered over the nations chooses to become mild 

and through you enters the world. 
Were you expecting something greater? 
What is greatness? God moves straight through all measurements we know, 

dissolving them away. 

Even the path of a star is not like that.
Listen to these sacred words.    All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation 
All:
Sing Alleluia, sing alleluia, sing alleluia to our God/de. (2x)

Sing God/de’s praise, sing God/de’s praise.

Sing Alleluia to our God/de.  Sing Alleluia to our God/de!
Gospel:  Christmas Story from Luke 2, Matthew 2  
(have figures for the story at hand and place them in stable as indicated)
Sing:  O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie!

           Above thy deep and dream-less sleep the silent stars go by…
V:  This is how the birth of Jesus took place. 

The Roman emperor wanted to know the number of people whom he ruled over.

Each man who was head of a household was to go to his ancestral village to be counted.  Joseph, who was of the house of David, went from Nazareth where he lived, to the City of David – Bethlehem in Judah, along with Mary, his wife, who was nearly ready to have their baby.
There was no room for them in the place travellers stayed so they found a place in a stable with the animals.  During the night Mary gave birth to her baby - a little boy. She wrapped him in a simple blanket. She and Joseph cuddled him and then laid him in a feeding trough while they tried to get some rest.  (Place Mary, Joseph & baby in the manger while we sing)
Sing:
 For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above,


 While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
V:  There were sheep herders in nearby fields keeping night watch over their flocks.

One of God/de’s angels appeared to them, and the glory of God/de shone around them. They became really frightened.  The angel said to them, “You don’t need to be afraid.  I have good news for you.  Today, in David’s city, the promised Messiah has been born.  Take note, you will find a baby wrapped in a simple blanket lying in a manger.”

Then, all of a sudden, a lot of angels showed up and started singing, “Glory to God/de in high heaven and peace to all people on earth.”  (Place angels at the manger while we sing)
Sing:   Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plain


And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strain.

Glor--------------ria, in excelsis Deo (2x)
The sheep herders were all excited.  They hurried straight to the town of Bethlehem. 

It didn’t take them long to find Mary and Joseph, and the baby sleeping in the manger - just as the angel said. (Place shepherds at the manger while we sing)
Sing: 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay.

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
After their visit, the sheep herders went back to the fields.  They were so excited they told their story to everyone who would listen.  
V:  Some seekers of wisdom in a far-off country saw the star of Bethlehem in the night sky.  They wondered what it was about and went in search of where it would lead.  After a long journey, they came to the place where Jesus was. They bowed to him and then gave him the precious gifts they brought for him.   (Place the wisdom seekers at the stable)
Sing:  Silent Night (Gather #371) (all light votive candle and bring it to the stable)
Homily/Reflections
Prayers Of The People For Christmas

P:  As we celebrate the coming of Jesus among us, as one of us, let us lift up our prayers with deep faith, with deep hope, and with deep rejoicing.
R:  We Pray To You, Incarnate God/de.

V:  

For those who live in the darkness of fear and violence, that they may find light in our caring.  

For those who are sick and dying, especially the elderly and children who are suffering from respiratory illnesses this winter, that they receive timely and compassionate care.  R./

For those who are held captive by addictions, that they may find courage and support to accept the liberation you offer.  


For those who work with the poor, those without shelter, the needy, and many others, that they many be strengthened to continue their work of love, as they remember that these were the  people among whom you walked.    R./
  
For indigenous peoples in Canada and around the world, that they may receive justice for past injustices, and that many non-indigenous peoples will make their voices heard and their actions seen in positive ways of support,  

For leaders in government, that they will serve all peoples with integrity, with trust, with 
honor, and with truth.   R./
For immigrants around the world, that they will be treated with dignity, and will be received lovingly as equals and as children of God/de.  

For an end to war in Ukraine, Yemen, Syria, and elsewhere and that world leaders will sincerely seek ways to lasting peace.  R./
For all members of our Mary of Magdala community, local and on-line,  that they be richly blessed in their needs.

For each of us that we might choose each day to sit with, to speak with, to listen to, and to act upon the inner voice of God/de within.  R./
P: For whom do you wish to pray?  (Pause)   
O Holy Womb of God/de, with grateful hearts we lift our prayers to you.  In your love and mercy hear and answer them.  Birth each of us into your image and likeness that Christ may again reveal your love and concern to our world.  We ask this in the name of Jesus our brother.
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
Offering our gifts
P:
Blessed are you, Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love


through your goodness we have received these gifts of bread and wine


which we now offer to you; Fruit of the earth and work of our hands.


It will become the bread of life for us and our spiritual drink.
All: 
Bless this bread and bless this wine,


the wheat and the grape,


the farmer and the harvest,


the seed and the sower.
P:
God/de is with us!   
All:   
We are not alone!
P:
Let us give thanks to our God/de of all Creation.   

All:   
We give our thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer 
V:  
God our Creator, we praise you for the world you made


and all the plants and animals that give us food for every day of our lives.
V:  
God of Wisdom, we praise and thank you for all your gifts to us.


You know what we need and give it to us even before we ask you.
V:  
God of Love, we praise and thank you for loving us so much.


Jesus came to us to show us how to live and to love and serve others.


And so we sing:  
Holy, Holy: 
All:
Holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name.

And holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name.
P:  
We bring to our table bread and wine, our ordinary food.


We ask that the Holy Spirit comes to bless them that they


may become the Body and Blood of Christ Jesus.

We remember that on the night before he died, Jesus gathered with his


friends and shared a special meal with them.  He told them how much 


he loved them.  (lift bread) 

Then he took the bread, blessed it and shared it with everyone. 


He said: 
All:  
Take and eat it, this is my body which will be given up for you.

(Pause)
P:
(lift cup) Then he took the cup of wine and blessed it. He gave it to everyone and said:  
All:  
Take and drink from it. This is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant; my blood will be shed for you and for all the world so that all may be one. 
P:  
He asked his friends to share this holy meal and remember him.
Acclamation: (MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
All:
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V:  
We stand with all the angels and saints and give you glory, 

especially Mary, your mother and St. Joseph your father on earth.
V:  
We remember our loved ones and all who have died.  May they be happy 


with you forever in heaven.
V:  
We ask the Holy Spirit to come upon us, too, that we may be the Body of 

Christ alive in our world today by our lives of love and service to others.
P: 
With hope in our hearts we will work for the day when all creation and all creatures can share fully in the gifts of life. (lift plate and cup)


It is through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,

All glory and honour are yours Almighty, All loving God/de.
Amen: (MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
All:
Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:  (Abwoon D’Bashmaya) . . .
P:  We pray together the Prayer of Jesus…
All:  Source of all Life, you are within, around and among us. 

We celebrate your many names.

Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.

Each day you give us all that we need.

You remind us of our limits and we let go.

You support us in our power, and we act with courage.

For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us,

and the celebration among us, now and forever.  Amen.




*Adapted by Miriam Therese Winter*
Prayer for Peace:
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Paz, Mir, paix, Peace.   
Chime 
P:    Let us offer one another a sign or greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table
P:  
Jesus, Word Incarnate, with faith in you, 


we eat this bread and drink this cup - your body, your blood.  


May they bring healing and wholeness to us, and to all.


The gifts of God/de for the people of God/de.  Receive who you are – the Body and Blood of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God/de.
Communion Meditation:  
O Holy Night  
O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining; 

it is the night of the dear savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining ‘

til he appeared and the soul felt his worth; 

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices 

for yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 

Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices. 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born;

O night divine,    O night,   O night divine.
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming; with glowing hearts by his cradle we stand. 

So led by light of stars so sweetly gleaming then came the’re wise men from the orient lands. 

The king of kings thus lay in lowly manger; in all our trials born to be our friend. 

He knows our needs, to our weakness no stranger; behold your king, before him lowly bend.

Behold your king, your king before him bend.
Truly he taught us to love one another; his law is love and his gospel is peace. 

Chains shall he break for  the slave is our brother and in his name all oppression shall cease. 

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raising, let all within us praise his holy name. 

Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices; O night divine,  O night when Christ was born;  

O night  divine,  O night,  O night divine.
Communion Antiphon:
All: Holy Mystery, fill us with your light that your love shine bright in us.
Prayer after Communion:
P:   Emmanuel,

God/de is with us in the darkness --

and by the power that dwells within, we can find the strength

to venture into the light.

The Messiah is arriving in you - and right next to you!
Emmanuel!  God/de is with us!

God/de our beloved, -  Lover,  - And Love itself!
All: Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements … 
Blessing/ Dismissal 
P:     Let us extend our hands and bless each other:

         + May our gracious and merciful God/de bless us, Eternal Source of All,  

         Incarnate Word, and Sacred Spirit, now and forever.
All: 
Amen.
P:  Our liturgy is ended.  Let us go and be Emmanuel, God/de With Us!
All:  Let it be so!
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