Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

First Sunday of Advent – A; November 27, 2022, 10 a.m. CT, 
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Welcome/Introductions: 
Gathering:
P:     Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One, 

  Creator of all that is:  + Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  
All:  Amen. 
Acknowledgement of Territory:  
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island. Here in Regina we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wuk), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  Recognizing that we are all Treaty People, we acknowledge our responsibility to walk together in a good way the path of truth, justice and reconciliation.  
Centering Chime: 
Blessing and Lighting of the Advent Wreath: (E. Hays, adapted)
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P: Divine Source of All Energy and Light, 

the ancients saw the sun as a great fire wheel rolling across the sky.

May our Advent wreath, this small wheel of green, 


be a symbol of the sun, and its greenness a sign of life 


in the midst of winter darkness.  

May the candles that burn brightly upon it remind us of your Son, 

Jesus, who is the light of the world.

Grant, O God/de, that our Advent wreath be 



a sign of faith in a world grown cold with disbelief, 


a sign of hope in a time of gloom and despair, 


a sign of peace where there is anger and violence,


and a flaming image of love in a winter of mistrust and hate.

May your blessing, + Source of Light, Son of Glory, Spirit of Love 

be upon our Advent wreath and upon us all.  
All:  Amen.
(Sprinkle wreath with blessed water and light the 1st candle while we join our opening song.)
Opening Song: 
Advent Gathering Song - James J. Chepponis, b. 1956; © 1995, GIA Publications, Inc.
Come, come Emmanuel, Come Emmanuel, 
1)   For the Lord of Creation will…come…
2)   For the angel proclaims He will….come….
3)   Oh the Son of Mary will….  Come…
Opening Prayer
P:  Most Holy One, you continually call to us in the depths of our hearts to abide in you, and to correct the wayward direction of our lives so that we stay on the way you lay out for us: 

the path of truth and justice, of mercy, love and peace. Awaken us to the needs of those around us.  May we be mindful of our duty of care for creation. Show us ways we can stand with those who are marginalized in church and society. And move us to respond with a generosity of heart that mirrors your unbounded love for all. This is our prayer today and always, now and forever.  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
P:  Let us listen to the Word of Sacred Scripture.


1st Reading:  Isaiah 2:1-5 (ICL)
V:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.

Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 

to the house of the God of Jacob; 

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!
The Word of the prophet Isaiah.   
All: Thanks be to God.
Psalm:  Ps 122 1–9
R.  Let us go rejoicing to the house of our God.
I rejoiced because they said to me, “We will go up to the house of our God.”

And now we have set foot within your gates, O Jerusalem.  R.
Jerusalem built as a city  with compact unity.

To it the tribes go up,  the tribes of our God.  R.
According to the decree for Israel, to give thanks to the name of our God.

In it are set up judgment seats, seats for the house of David.  R.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!  May those who love you prosper!

May peace be within your walls,  Prosperity in your buildings.  R.
Because of my brothers and friends I will say, “Peace be within you!”

Because of the house of the Lord, our God,  I will pray for your good.  R.
Music: Owen Alstott. © 2001, OCP Publications (R&A p.4)
2nd Reading: Small Man to the Sacred Family in Village of Iron (Romans) 13:8-14 (FNV)
V: A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Romans
Owe no one anything but love. If you follow the trail of the law to its end, you will find

love. For the one who loves others has found the law’s true meaning and purpose.
There are many instructions in the law. …They all come together in this one saying, “Love your fellow human beings in the same way you love yourself.” Love does no harm to another, so loving others fulfills the purpose of the law.
So keep walking the road of love. This is what is needed for the times we live in. The night is almost over. The first rays of the new day are already shining! For the day when Creator will finish setting us free and making us whole is now closer than when we first began walking this road. We must turn away from the path of darkness and put on the war garments of light. 
Let the light of this new day guide you onto a path of honour. …Wrap our Honoured Chief Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One around you like a blanket, and do not let your broken human desires control you.
The Word of the Apostle Paul.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. (2x)
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
V:  A Reading from the Good News attributed to Matthew.
The coming of the Promised One will be just like Noah’s time. In the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, having relationships and getting married, right up to the day Noah entered the ark. They were totally unconcerned until the flood came and destroyed them. So it will be at the coming of the Promised One. Two people will be out in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two people will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will be left. Therefore be vigilant! For you don’t know the day your Saviour is coming.
“Be sure of this: if the owner of the house had known when the thief was coming, the owner would have kept a watchful eye and not allowed the house to be broken into. You must be prepared in the same way. The Promised One is coming at the time you least expect.
The Gospel of Our God.
All: Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily & Reflection

Profession of Faith: (Iona Creed)
All:  We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn;
in the waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands,
conflict and caring link arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire.
We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst to share our humanity.

We affirm a faith that takes us beyond a safe place:
into action, into vulnerability and onto the streets.

We commit ourselves to work for change and put ourselves on the line;
to bear responsibility, take risks, live powerfully, and face humiliation;
to stand with those on the edge;
to choose life and be used by the Spirit for God’s new community of hope.
Amen. 
Prayers of the People
P:   Jesus tells his followers to stay awake.  With attentiveness, let us offer our prayers.
Response:  God of hope, you hear our prayer.
V:   That we experience the mystery of God/de energizing our hearts as we enter this Advent Season, we pray… R./
For those who are expecting children at this time — parents, siblings, extended families, and friends, we pray… R./
For the victims of war and violence in Ukraine and elsewhere in the world, for those who suffer from homophobia, racism, sexism and all forms of discrimination, we pray… R./
For leaders of nations that they work together for greater unity and peace, we pray… R./
For the parts of the world undergoing distress due to climate change and for actions to implement the resolutions of COP 27, we pray... R./
For those who are experiencing illnesses, especially our loved ones, whether of emotional, spiritual, or physical natures, that they find healing and comfort in knowing that God/de is with them, we pray... R./
 For all who have asked for our prayers, and all those we hold in the silence of our hearts...(pause) R./
P:    Gracious, Holy One, your light shines on the way forward for all of creation.  We know that you do hear and answer our prayers, though maybe not when and how we wish.  Open our hearts to hear your answers whatever they may be. They are  your gift to us.  May we prepare faithfully for the coming of your reign of Justice, Mercy, and Love.  We make this prayer in the name of Jesus.
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
WE OFFER OUR GIFTS
(We lift our gifts of  bread and wine)

P:  
Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, symbol of all the labours and all the suffering of the world.  They will become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. 
All:  
God/de of Life and Love, / receive these gifts we offer you / in praise and thanksgiving / for the good of all your people.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER - Jay Murnane (adapted)
P:   Our God/de is with us.
All:  We know the Divine Presence in and among us.
P:    Let us lift our hearts in praise.
All:  We give thanks with joyful hearts.
V:  Source of All That Is, we seek you in a cold season, when the earth is resting and preparing for new life. We are grateful for crisp air, skies sparkling with a million stars, the wonder of snowfall upon the land. We are grateful as our earth circles towards the winter solstice when the time of light will again grow longer each day. Like the earth, we rest as we long for new life and hopeful beginnings.
V:  During this season of Advent, we recognize that you have made us capable of bringing forth justice, like a rising sun. This is the time of the pregnant woman, filled with life and hope powerful enough to topple structures of oppression. With all creation and all the energies of the universe, we sing your praise: 
Holy, Holy:  
Holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name.

And Holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name. (2x)
V:  We thank you that the good news is a simple message, meant for all of us, and written in the marrow of our bones and the depths of our hearts: we are your children, we are like you, we are one.
We thank you for those in times past who believed this good news, and lived what they believed.

Blessed are the prophets of ancient times and every visionary who insisted on a better future that would break through the deception, disaster and broken promises of the age in which they lived. 
V:  Blessed is Elizabeth who lived in righteousness and trusted the saving power of God. Blessed is Miriam, who believed that she could birth a new beginning for the earth by opening herself up to the unbelievable. And blessed is her child Jesus, who felt the sorrows of humankind in the nerve endings of his soul, and responded with deep and tender compassion.  
V:  As he spent his days with a small circle of friends in the work of healing and making peace, so he spent one of the last nights of his life with them, to celebrate the ancient festival of Passover. 
On the night before he faced his own death, Jesus sat at table with his companions and friends. He reminded them of all that he taught them, and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet.
P:  When he returned to his place, he took bread, gave thanks and offered it to them saying:
All:  Take this bread and eat it; It is my very self. (pause)
P: He then raised a cup of blessing, spoke the grace and offered the wine saying:
All:  Take and drink of the covenant / made new again through my life, / 


  poured out for you and for everyone / that all may be one. / 


 Whenever you remember me like this, / I am among you.  (pause)
Memorial Acclamation: 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. (2x)
V:  We give thanks for our tradition, which is a living history born of the love of creator and creation. We join ourselves with that tradition, as the visionaries and healers and peacemakers of our own time in history.  We also celebrate the many creative traditions which guide and form human beings, and we are grateful that there are many paths to wisdom and life.
V:  Each Advent the world holds new horror and desolation, and we make a place in this prayer for every anguished scream and hopeless silence in so many places throughout this earth, and right here among us.
V:  We are grateful for the gift of your Spirit, always drawing beauty and balance out of chaos. And like Jesus . . Standing where he stood, 


     and for what he stood, 


     and with whom he stood,


     we are united in your Spirit,


     and worship you with our lives, 
(lift the bread and wine) 
P:  For it is through him, and with him, and in him, all glory is yours All Loving God/de.
Amen: 
A-a-men, a-a-men, a-ah-a-ah-men. 
P: We pray the prayer of Jesus:
All: Source of all Life, you are within, around and among us. 

We celebrate your many names.

Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us.

Each day you give us all that we need.

You remind us of our limits and we let go.

You support us in our power, and we act with courage.

For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us,

and the celebration among us, now and forever.  Amen.





*Adapted by Miriam Therese Winter
Prayer for Peace: 
All:   Lamb of God/de, You are compassion.

Lamb of God/de, You are one of us.

Lamb of God/de, give us Your longing

To be messengers of peace.

Holy, holy, most holy are you.
Chime 
P:
Let us offer one another a greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table: 
P:  
Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,


all that was, and all that will become, come and share at this table.
All: 
Jesus, by your word you transform our lives.  We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:
Receive who you are: The Body and Blood of Christ.
All: 
 Amen.
Communion Meditation: 
Maranatha  Gerard Chiusano, ©2000, OCP Publications
R. Maranatha, we long for your peace.  Maranatha, we long 

     for your mercy.  Maranatha, we long for your coming, O God.
In your image you have fashioned us, in the garden you made us; 

you have given us your breath of life, voice to praise your name, 

voice to praise your name.  R.
In our weakness we have turned from you, turned from light to the darkness, 

ever longing for salvation, O Lord of light, O Lord of light.  R.
In your love you have sent your Son, your salvation for everyone; 

Word incarnate, God’s compassion, hope for humankind, hope for humankind.  R.
We await your day of glory, Christ Jesus return for us. Gentle King, Just deliverer, 

you will bring us home, you will bring us home.   R.
Prayer after Communion:
P:    God of hope, nourished and refreshed by your word, your bread of life, and your prophets, we pause in gratitude for what we have been given. You are the morning star and great mystery in which we live and live into.  May we be transformed by your holy presence in our lives. May we be your prophetic presence in the world today. We make our prayer this day and always, now and forever.    All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements: … 
Blessing/ Dismissal:
P:  (We lift our eyes in longing for the dawning of a new day.)
May we continue to be the face of God to each other and the world. 

May we call each other to extravagant generosity! 

May our light shine for all to see, and may our name be a blessing in our time!
All:  Amen.
P:  This Eucharist is ended.  We go in the peace of Christ 

to be his compassionate presence to all the world.  All:  Amen.
Music provided by Singing to Beat Hell: Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON. 
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