Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

6th Sunday in OT,  February 12, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. CST

(World Day of the Sick, St. Valentine’s Day)

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
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Welcome & Opening Remarks
Greeting
P:     Dear Family of Faith, come, be gathered as one 

in the name of the Holy One:  + Source of Being, 

Eternal Word and Spirit of Wisdom.  
All: Amen.
Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:   
V1:   In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.

For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  
Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. You may acknowledge the land where you are located.  
We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Opening Song
Wisdom My Road
1.
Long before my journey’s start, when in my youth I searched in my heart,  I would pray for her, wait for her, Wisdom, my road, my goal and my star.
2.    From the blossom to the seed, long has she filled my cup in need,  may I cling to her vine, taste of her wine, Wisdom my life, my perfect design.
3.    When I stretched my hands to the sky, when in despair my soul raised a cry, I was saved by her gaze, led in her ways, Wisdom my love, the light of my days.
Text: Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22; Steven C. Warner, b. 1954. Tune: Leslie Palmer Barnhart.
Prayer for Wholeness 
P: Again and again, God meets us where we are. God’s love knows no bounds, which is hard for us to understand and easy for us to forget. Therefore, we remember together that we are not alone. And in a unified voice, we once again ask for God’s grace in that holy reminder. We pray:
V2:  We know that you are with us – in the good, the bad, and everything in between – but so often we forget and act like we are alone. 
All:  Open our eyes and our hearts to your presence.
V2:  Instead of coming to you with our hurt, we hold it in or cast it onto others. Instead of coming to you with our joy, we credit ourselves and offer you nothing. 
All:  Open our eyes and our hearts to your presence.
V2:  How can we long for a deeper relationship with you while living like you are nowhere to be found? Forgive our self-centered ways. Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 
All:  Open our eyes and our hearts to your presence.
P:  Dear family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this: God is here. God sees you. God knows you. God meets you at the edge of every new beginning with  Divine, unlimited love, and God calls you BELOVED. Help us to live in your love, in all ways – and always. 
All:  Amen. 
Song of Praise:
GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH        Missa del Mundo Jesse Manibusan
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!

1. O God, Holy One, almighty God and Father (mother); 

    we worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory!
2. O Lord (God) Jesus Christ, Holy One Redeemer.

    Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world!
3. You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord (our God).

    You alone are the Most High God with the Spirit in the glory of God!
Opening Prayer
P:  
God of everlasting tenderness, we give you thanks and praise for the beauty of this earth, for every manifestation of your love that has graced our lives. We join our hearts to all the hymns that are sung to your glory, all the prayers that spring from our souls, all the acts of self-giving that make you present in our world. Fill our hearts with the joy of knowing you, and make us always more grateful for your constant care. We ask you in all your Holy Names.
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading: Sirach 15:1-4,8,11-12,14-20 (CCL)
V3: 
 A Reading from the Wisdom of Ben Sirach.
Whoever reverences the Holy, will come to Woman Wisdom. Whoever holds to the heart of the Law will know Her. She will meet you like a mother, you who need the food of learning. She will meet you like a lover, you who need the water of understanding to drink. Lean upon Wisdom; you will not fall. Trust in Her; you will not be shamed. Wisdom is far from arrogance, liars never think of Her. 
Do not say, ‘It was because of God that I fell away.’ God doesn’t do hateful things. Do not say, ‘It was God who led me astray.’ God has no need of evil-doers. 
God, in the beginning, created human beings, making us subject to our own free choice. If you choose, you can keep God’s commandments. How you act is a matter of choice. 
Set before you are fire and water: Stretch out your hand and choose. Before each person are life and death. Whichever they choose will be given them. 
Great is the wisdom of God, for God sees all things. 
The eyes of God behold all the works of Creation; God understands every human deed. God has not commanded anyone to be wicked, nor shows leniency toward those who deceive. 
The Word of a Wisdom Writer. Thanks be to God.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Psalm 
Ps. 112:  A Light Rises in Darkness
Refrain:  A light rises in the darkness; a light for the upright.
1. They are lights in the darkness for the upright

they are generous, merciful and just.

Good people take pity and lend,

They conduct their affairs with honor.
[:2. The just will never waver,

they will be remembered forever.

They have no fear of evil news

with firm hearts they trust in the Lord:]
3.   With steadfast hearts they will not fear

open handed they give to the poor.

Their justice stands firm forever

Their heads will be raised in  glory.
Text: Psalm 112: 4-9; ©1963, 1993, The Grail, GIA Publications

Music: Tim Manion © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.
Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:6-10 (First Nations Version)
V4:  A Reading from the First Letter from Small Man to the Village of Pleasure.
There is a wisdom that we speak among those who are mature n the Chosen One.  It is not the wisdom of this present world or of it rulers, who are fading away.  Instead, with a strong voice we make knows the wisdom of the Great Spirit.  A wisdom that is mysterious and hidden away in Creator’s heart, who decided long ago, before the world began, that this wisdom would be for our honour.  
None of the rulers of this present world have understood this wisdom.  If they had,, they never would have killed our great and shining Honoured Chief.  The Sacred Teachings tell us that no human being has ever seen or heard or imagined all the good things the Great Spirit has planned for the ones who return that love.  But Creator has revealed these things to us by the Spirit.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the Churches.
All:  Thanks be to God
Gospel Acclamation – Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016

Alleluia!  May our hearts feel Your Word; 

Alleluia!  May our lives make it heard.
Gospel:  Matthew 5:38-48 (CCL)
V5:  A Reading from the Good News Attributed to Matthew.
All:  Glory to you, O God. 
You have heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, do not resist anyone who is evil. If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also. If someone wants to sue you and take your coat, give your cloak as well. If someone forces you to go one mile, go a second mile also. Give to everyone who begs from you. Don’t turn your back on someone who wants to borrow. 
“You have heard it said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ I say to you, love your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be children of God. God makes the sun rise on those who do evil and those who do good. God sends rain on the just and the unjust. For if you love those who love you, why should you be rewarded? Don't even the “tax collectors” do the same? And if you greet only your kin, are you doing anything exceptional? Don’t even “the Gentiles” do the same? Love fully and wholeheartedly, with integrity, just as Your God loves with integrity.” 
The Gospel of God. 
All:  Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily
Sacred Anointing 
P:  
Dear friends, we commemorate the World Day of the Sick today and hold in prayer those close to us who have asked for our prayers: We name those who have asked us to pray for them. 
With faith and confidence in your gifts of compassion and healing we lift our hearts and pray.
Prayer over the Oil:
V6:  Blessed are you, Holy One, giver of healing and hope: 

you gift us with oil to soothe and heal our wounds. 

You sanctify it with the presence of your life-giving Spirit. 

May this precious oil of anointing be a balm to those who are sick, 

providing them the comfort of your presence in their suffering, 

and bringing them healing and the fullness of your joy.   
All:  Amen.
Prayer over the Sick: 
V7:  Blessed are you, Holy One of Life and Love, 

your boundless presence blesses us at every moment of our lives. 

Be with those who are ill in body, mind or spirit. 

May they know your love for them through the compassionate presence  

and tender touch of those who care for them: 

family, medical care givers, friends, and our community. 

We join our prayer with all who are joined together in Cosmic Oneness.

In all your Holy Names we share this holy anointing. 
Anointing
P:  Dear friends, you are embraced by the Holy One and by all who are praying for you.

In break-out rooms you are invited to speak your need for healing as you are comfortable, and then as you anoint yourself (or one you are with) with the blessed oil, one of your companions prays: “(Name), by this holy anointing, may you know Divine strength and healing.”  Go around the room till all are blessed.
Breakout Rooms
Song:
Come And Fill This Place
You are my destiny living inside of me; Now that you set me free, I hunger for you.   

Peace I’ve been longing for ... Flow through me now once more.  

My heart’s an open door ... ‘proclaim to the world you are …
R… Holy, holy, God of our loving.  We bow down before you to honor your name.   Jesus, Savior, our hearts are yours now. Share your compassion;  come and fill this place.
Yours is the gentle touch healing each one of us.  Now that you set us free, we hunger for you.   Your love and nothing less conquers our emptiness.  Unending faithfulness ... we lift up our hearts and cry ... R.
R…  [: Holy, holy, God of our loving.  We bow down before you to honor your name.  Jesus, Savior, our hearts are yours now.  Share your compassion;  come and fill this [ place. :]
Prayers of the People 
P:   With trust and love in our hearts, and praise on our lips, we bring our own and the many needs of the world to you, knowing that You, Compassionate Healer, hear us as we pray in faith:
V8: 
For the healing of the earth; for those in positions of authority to work to eliminate poverty and injustice, to relieve the pain of those living in want…
R:   Loving God, you hear our prayer.
 
For those who suffer from illness of body, mind or spirit; for all who care for the sick and suffering; for continued positive results from research against disease and illness, we pray…  R.

For healthcare workers, teachers and other frontline workers struggling to exercise their professions with compassion and patience, we pray… R.
For the lonely, fearful, marginalized, and broken-hearted; may they be sustained in hope and feel the comfort of Your love through those they encounter, we pray… R.
For the victims of the earthquake in Turkey and Syria, the ongoing wars in Ukraine and elsewhere, we pray… R.
For all followers of Jesus striving to live by the values of the beatitudes:

…for the intentions entered in the chat,

…and for those we hold deep in our hearts (pause), we pray...  R.
P:     Gracious and beneficent God, Your love for us surpasses all our hopes and desires. Forgive our failings against that love, and keep us in Your peace and lead us in the way of Jesus.  
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
We offer our gifts:
P:
Most Holy One, God of Life and Love, we offer you these gifts of bread and wine -


Fruit of the earth and work of human hands,


May they become for us the Body and Blood of Christ Jesus.
All: 
Bless this bread and bless this wine, / 

the wheat and the grape, /


the farmer and the harvest, /


the seed and the sower.
P:
God is with us!   
All:   We are not alone!
P:
Let us give thanks to our God of all Creation.   
All:   We give our thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer (D. O’Murchu adapted)
V1:   Blessed are you, God of tenderness and compassion,

revealing your gracious love,

in the warmth and affection of human life, 

and in the gentleness and sensitivity of nature.

Blessed are you, God of love and unity, 

forever inviting people towards peace and reconciliation, 

towards friendship, closeness and intimacy.
V2:   Blessed are you, God of loving surprises, 

for sending us Jesus to heal those suffering in body, mind or spirit 

and to draw us closer to you and one another in a love that lasts forever.

With all who share in the song of Love, people on earth and celestial beings, 

and with all creation, we sing forever our hymn of praise:
Holy, Holy:  Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016
Holy, holy, Holy One,  God of wonder and joy.

Heaven and earth your presence revealed, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, One.

Bless’d the One who comes in your name;

Bless’d the One as Brother we claim;

Bless’d our God forever to reign;

Holy, Holy, Holy One.

V3:   Source of all life, You seek to restore creation to its original wholeness, 

so that all creatures, great and small, 

are united in the loving and creative harmony of life.

Gathered at this table of abundance, 

We ask you to pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine, 

so that they may become food for our pilgrim journey, 

to nurture and nourish us in our need as we travel on our way to you.  
V4: On the night before his death, Jesus, having loved us without reservation

and with a total generosity of heart, bequeathed to us the gift of life, 

in the celebration of a sacred meal.  

He humbly washed the feet of his friends 

as an example of loving service for us to follow.   
P:  
Then, taking the bread, Jesus held it gently and offered it to those gathered at table:

All:  Take this, all of you and eat it; 

this is my body which will be given up for you.  

Eat, and remember me.  (Pause)
P:  
At the end of the meal Jesus took the cup of wine. Gratefully and lovingly he offered it to all:
All:  Take this all of you and drink it; 


this is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant, 


my life-blood, poured out for all, in forgiveness and reconciliation. 


Drink and remember me.
Anamnesis:  Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016

         When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy Holy One.
V5:  As we celebrate this sacred meal, we call to mind 

all you have shared with us through the gifts of creation, 

and especially in the gift of Jesus, who entered fully into our humanity.
We praise you in union with the angels and all holy men and women, 

friends of God and prophets, who have gone before us. 

We remember Mary, mother of Jesus, faithful disciple, 

and Mary of Magdala, the beloved, 

to whom you entrusted good news of your resurrection,
V6: May the Spirit of life and wholeness,

who transforms the gifts we present transform us, too,

that we may be refreshed in our inner being 

and be empowered to bring mercy, love and healing

to those whose lives we touch.

Awaken in us, O God, a passion for justice and generosity of spirit,

that all may feast at your table of abundance and know your heart of boundless love. 
All: 
For it is through, with, and in Christ-Sophia, all glory and praise are yours, Most Holy One. 
Acclamation:  Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016

Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.

Prayer of Jesus: (From the First Nations Version, an Indigenous translation of the New Testament)
V7:  “O Great Spirit, our Father/Mother from above, your name is sacred and holy.

Bring your good road to us, where the beauty of your ways in the spirit-world above is reflected in the earth below.

Provide for us day by day – the elk, the buffalo, and the salmon.  The corn, the squash, and the wild rice.  All the good  things we need each day.

Release us from the things we have done wrong in the same way we release others for the things done wrong to us.

And guide us away from the things that tempt us to stray from your good road.”
All: So be it!  Hi! Hi!
Prayer for Peace:
P:      Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Paz, Myr, paix, Peace.   
We offer the sign of peace to others.
Chime 
Invitation to the Table
P:  
Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,


all that was, and all that will be, come and share at this table.
All: 
Jesus, by your word you transform our lives.  


We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:
Receive who you are:  The Body and Blood of Christ.
All: 
 Amen.
Communion Meditation: 
A Little Love, (Bhajan)
It only takes a little love to warm an aching heart,

To lift a broken spirit, to take another’s part,

It only takes a little trust, a stranger to befriend,

But oh, it makes a diff’rence in the end.
It only takes a little love to smile a friendly smile,

To touch a grieving spirit, to walk a second mile,

It only takes a little time, a kindness to extend,

But oh, it makes a diff’rence in the end.
[:Christ taught us all about it so many years ago,

For love was always with him wherever he would go,

He calls us now to follow, to take the time to care,

Through all the gentle, loving things we share.
Because it only takes a little love to calm another’s fear,

To share another’s burden, to feel another’s tear,

It only takes a little word to cheer a lonely friend,

But oh, it makes a diff’rence in the end.  :] 
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Communion Antiphon
All:  Where love is, God is; and all who live in love, live in God.
Prayer after Communion
V8:
For the bread we have eaten, we give you thanks O God.

For the life we have received, we give you thanks O God. 

Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, 

and send us into the world united in courage and peace, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements
Blessing/ Dismissal
P:   
Inspired by your holy people, and other valiant prophets of justice, mercy and peace, 

we go to be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.
We do not go alone… 

For we go within the love of + the Creator in whose image we are made, 

of the Eternal Word who speaks to us today, 

And of Sophia-Wisdom who dwells within us and empowers us.  
In peace and love let us go to serve in Christ’s name. 
All:  Yes, we will go.
You are welcome to stay and visit as you like.
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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