Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 23, 2023, 10:00 a.m. CST
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WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome/Introductions
Greeting
P:  Dear Family of Faith, come--be gathered in the Heart of Love as we worship in the name of the Holy One – Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Spirit of Wisdom.  
All: Amen.
Centering Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:  
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.


For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  


Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. You may acknowledge the land where you are located.  


We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Gathering Song:  
Sing A New Church – Text: Dolores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939, ©1991, Sisters of St. Benedict,

Published by OCP Publications.  Tune: from Wyeth’s Repository of Sacred Music, Pt. II, 1813. 

1. Summoned by the God who made us   rich in our diversity.  

Gathered in the name of Jesus,   richer still in unity:
Refrain:
Let us bring the gifts that differ   and, in splendid, varied ways,

Sing a new church into being,   one in faith and love and praise.
2.  Radiant risen from the water;   robed in holiness and light,

       Male and female in God’s image,   male and female God’s delight.  R./
3. Trust the goodness of creation;   trust the spirit strong within.

Dare to dream the vision promised   sprung form seed of what has been.  R./
4. Bring the hopes of every nation;   bring the art of every race.

Weave a song of peace and justice:   let it sound through time and space.  R./
5. Draw together at one table    all the human family; 

Shape a circle ever wider    and a people ever free.  R./
Prayer for Wholeness
P:   Holy One, our Rock and Redeemer, 

you open our senses to your Presence through the Sacred Scriptures,

awaken in us a yearning to meet you there,

and to encounter You in other Christians and people of all faiths

that we may be aligned with your call for ecumenism and Jesus’ prayer for unity.
V: Wonderful Architect of culture and community, Holy Lover of life:

Cleanse our minds and hearts that we may worship you in sincerity and truth.
We marvel at your wisdom:

the way your commandments enlighten the eyes of the faithful;

the way you help us make the holy day a day of celebration:

Free us from the attitudes that limit our ability to see your presence in people of all faith traditions or none.
Holy Creator of all that we cannot imagine, we offer now our prayers of praise and thanksgiving:

By working with others, may our communal actions nourish a hopeful future for our world.
P:  With eyes fixed on you, O Beloved, we journey in faith as pilgrim people.  Bring us to the land of your abundant cosmic oneness. 
Amen.
Song of Praise:
GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH        Missa del Mundo, Jesse Manibusan
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!  Repeat 2x
Opening Prayer
P:  God of Life, you created all things in your image and likeness.  

      We praise you for the gifts of many cultures, traditions, and expressions of faith. 

      May your people be united in love and stand together against fear, hatred and injustice that all may know and hear your voice calling in the depths of their hearts. We ask this in the name of Jesus and the Spirit.  

All: Amen. 
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD:     
P:  The Word of God comes to us in many ways.  Let us be attentive to Divine Wisdom speak to our hearts in these readings.
First Reading: Isaiah 1:12-13, 15-18  - Inclusive Catholic Lectionary
V:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
When you came to present yourself before me, who asked you to trample over my courts? Don’t bring anymore of your useless offering to me—their incense fills me with loathing. New moons, Sabbath, assemblies—I cannot endure another festival of injustice!  When you open  your hands in prayer, I turn my eyes away from you. Even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves! Make yourselves clean! Get your injustice out of my sight!  Cease to do evil and learn to do good!  Search for justice and help the oppressed! Protect those who are orphaned and plead the case of the widowed! 
Come now! Let’s look at the choices before you, says YHWH. Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.  If you are willing to obey me, you will eat the best that the land has to offer.  
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
All:   Thanks be to God.
Psalm  
We Are Many Parts -  Text: 1 Corinthians 12, 13; Marty Haugen, b. 1950




   Tune: Marty Haugen, © 1980, 1986, GIA Publications, Inc.
Refrain:
We are many parts, we are all one body,

And the gifts we have we are given to share.

May the Sprit of love make us one in deed;

One, the love that we share, one, our hope in despair, 

one, the cross that we bear.
1. God of all, we look to you, we would be your servants true,

Let us be your love to all the world.   R./
2. So my pain is pain for you, in your joy is my joy, too;

All is brought together in the Lord.  R./
3. All you seekers, great and small, seek the greatest gift of all;

If you love, then you will know the Lord.  R./
Second Reading:  From The Directory for the Application of Principles and Norms on Ecumenism (1993, para 25) 
V:  A Reading from The Directory on Ecumenism 
Because ecumenism with all its human and moral requirements 

is rooted so profoundly in the mysterious working out 

of the providence of God/de, 

it reaches into the depths of Christian spirituality. 

It calls for that “change of heart and holiness of life, 

along with public and private prayer for the unity of Christians”, 

that the Decree on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican Council 

calls “spiritual ecumenism”, 

and regards as “the soul of the ecumenical movement.”
Those who identify deeply with Christ must identify with his prayer,
and especially with his prayer for unity;
those who live in the Spirit must let themselves be transformed

by the love that, for the sake of unity, 

“bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things”;

those whose lives are marked by repentance

will be especially sensitive to the sinfulness of divisions

and will pray for forgiveness and conversion.

Those who seek holiness will be able to recognize its fruits also

outside the visible boundaries of their own Church.

They will be led to know truly, God/de as the one

who alone is able to gather all into unity …

 

Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
ALL: Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation: 
[Halle! Halle! Halle lu jah!    Halle!  Halle! Hal  le lu jah!

Halle! Halle! Halle lu jah!    Ha lle lu jah!] (2x)
GOSPEL:  Matthew 4:12-15, 23-25 – Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary
V:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.

When Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. Jesus left Nazareth and went to stay in Capernaum by the sea. From that time on, Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent for the Kin-dom of Heaven has come near.” 

Jesus traveled throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the good news of the coming Reign. He healed every disease and every sickness among the people. Jesus’ fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all those who were sick: those who were afflicted with various diseases, pains, demons, seizures, and paralysis. Jesus cured them all. 

Great crowds followed Jesus from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

The Good News of Our God.   
All: 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily/Shared Reflection 
The theme for the Week of Prayer of Christian Unity is, “Do Good, seek justice (Is. 1:17).

How do we live that in our relationships with people of other faith traditions? 
Profession of Faith - Adapted from United Church Alternate Creed


We are not alone, 

we live in Creator’s world.
We believe in the Holy One:

    who has created and is creating,

    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

    to reconcile and make new,

    who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in the Source of Life. 
We are called to be the Body of Christ:

    to celebrate the Divine presence,

    to live with respect in Creation,

    and to love and serve others.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

The One Who is Love is with us.
All: Amen.
Prayers of the People – From the Order of Service, Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 2023
P:
With faith and confidence, we come in prayer: 
V:  Creator God, today we live with the consequences of actions that have made life unsustainable for some and overabundant for others. Teach us to know how to use responsibly the resources you have given to us for the benefit of all with respect for all creation.
R:
Teach us and show us the way.

Compassionate God, help us repair the harm that we have inflicted upon each other and the divisions we have created among your people. Just as Christ Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit onto the disciples to birth the community of the new creation, send your grace to heal our divisions and gift us with the unity for which Jesus prayed. 

Teach us and show us the way.

Christ, the way, the truth and the life, you embodied justice in your ministry on earth by the good that you did, breaking down the walls that divide and the prejudices that imprison. Open our hearts and minds to recognize that though we are many, we are one in you.

Teach us and show us the way.

Holy Spirit, you create anew the face of the earth. The summit of the mountains, the thunder of the sky, the rhythm of the lakes speak to us –  

Because we are connected. 

The faintness of the stars, the freshness of the morning, the dewdrops on the flower speak to us –

Because we are connected. 

The voices of the poor, the oppressed and the marginalized speak to us –

Because we are connected.
P:   We lift our prayers as part of your body incarnate, and uniting us to the world in this time and place;   All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
We offer our gifts
P:    Blessed are you, Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love

through your goodness we have received these gifts of bread and wine

which we now offer to you; Fruit of the earth and work of our hands.

It will become the bread of life for us and our spiritual drink. 
All: Bless this bread and bless this wine,

the wheat and the grape,

the farmer and the harvest,

the seed and the sower.
P:    Ever-gentle God, may this offering of our lives and our friendship be acceptable to you. 
Let it transform our lives and fill us with hope. 

We ask this through our brother, Jesus.  
All:  Amen.
P:    God/de is with us!    

All:  We are not alone!
P:   Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
All: We open our hearts to God and to one another. 
Eucharistic Prayer – D. O’Murchu (adapted)
V:  O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us, 

as we set our hearts on belonging to you. 

May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all creation. 

You know our limitations and our essential goodness and you love us as we are. 

You beckon us to your compassionate heart 

and inspire us to see the good in others and forgive their limitations. 

Acknowledging your presence in each other and in all of creation, we proclaim:
Holy, Holy: 
Holy, holy, holy is God’s name.

And holy, holy, holy is God’s name. 
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V:  Guiding Spirit, when opposing forces in us tug and pull

and we are caught in the tension of choices, 

inspire us to make wise decisions toward what is good.
V: We thank you for our brother, Jesus, and for all people who modeled for us a way to live and love in challenging times. Inspired by them, we choose life over death; 

we choose to be light in dark times.
(Extend hands over gifts)
V:  We ask your Spirit to come upon the gifts of this holy table, 

bread of the grain and wine of the grape, 

that they may become for us the Body and Blood of Jesus, the Christ, 

to nurture afresh in us the discerning gifts of wisdom, light and truth.
V:  On the night before he faced his own death, 

Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends.  

He reminded them of all that he taught them, 

and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 
P:    When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, 

spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this, and eat it. This is my very self which will be given up for you.  

Eat, and remember me.  (Pause)
P:  Then he took the cup of the covenant, spoke the grace, and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this and drink it.  This is my life-blood poured out for you and for all, 

for life, the life of the world.  Whenever you remember me like this, 

I am among you.   (Bow)
Acclamation: 
MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V: Holy One, your transforming energy is within us

and we join our hearts with all who are working for a just world.  

We pray for wise leaders in our religious communities. 

We pray for courageous and compassionate leaders in our world communities. 
V: Together with Mary and all the holy friends of God and prophets, 

we unite our thoughts and prayers for the good of all your holy people throughout the world.
We open ourselves up to your Spirit,

for it is through living as Jesus lived that we awaken to your Spirit within, 

moving us to glorify you, at this time and always. 
P:   For you are the love that dwells in our depths, 

the Wisdom of the Ages that speaks through us, 

the Divine Connection that makes us all one through all ages.
Amen: 
MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:  (together)
Our Mother-Father in heaven, / holy be your name.

Your kin-dom come, / your will be done / on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins /as we forgiver those who sin against us.

May we not be led into temptation / but deliver us from evil.

For the kin-dom, the power and the glory / are yours, now and forever.  / Amen
Prayer for Peace: 
P:
Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.


May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, Paix, Peace.   
Chime 
P:   Let us offer one another a sign or greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table
P:  Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,

      all that was, and all that will be, come and share at this table.
All:  Jesus, your word transforms us and make us worthy to receive you.

  We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:  Receive who you are:  The Body and Blood of Christ.  
All: Amen.
Communion Meditation:  
This Alone  Ps 27 - Text based on Psalm 27

  Text and music by Tim Manion © 1981, OCP Publications
Refrain:

One thing I ask, this alone I seek,

To dwell in the house of our God all my days.

For one day within Your temple heals every day alone.

O God, bring me to Your dwelling.
1. Hear, O God, the sound of my calling,

hear, O God, and show me Your way..
2  God is my light and hope of salvation

God is my refuge; whom should I fear?
3. Wait on God and hope in mercy

Wait on our God and live in love.
Communion Antiphon:
All:  Go out to all the world and tell the good news.
Prayer after Communion:
V: Christ Jesus, your proclamation of the Word stirred the hearts of those who listened as you announce its truth. Let us receive fully from the bounty of the table of Eucharist that our words and actions proclaim the gospel truth of unifying love. We ask this in your name today and always, now and forever.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements … 
Blessing/ Dismissal
P:    May the God of Oneness fill us with all joy and peace, 

And may we be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

In the name of Christ Sophia may we be blessed 

and may the + Divine Face shine upon us and give us Peace.  
All: Amen.
P:   Our liturgy is ended.  Let our service begin.   
All: Thanks be to God/de!
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE #738897-A.
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
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