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34th Sunday in OT, November 26, 2023

Solemnity of Christ of the Cosmos
We Gather as Community
Welcome
Territory Acknowledgement:  
V: We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wuk), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  We share with them this sacred trust and acknowledge our responsibility to walk together in a good way the path of truth, justice and reconciliation.  
Greeting:
P:  Today we celebrate the fullness of the kin-dom, where all things are gathered into eternal oneness in Christ.  Illia Delio reminds us: “Christ is the model for creation so that, “what happened between God and the world in Christ points to the future of the cosmos. It is a future that involves the radical transformation of created reality through the unitive power of God’s love.”  This universe, therefore, has a destiny; the world will not be destroyed. Rather, “it will be brought to the conclusion which God intends for it from the beginning, which is anticipated in the mystery of the Incarnate Word and glorified Christ.”
Centering Chime: 
We gather in your name, Our Creator, Source of All Being; 

     
of Jesus the Cosmic Christ in whom all things hold together; 

    
and of Wisdom Holy Spirit, who stirs our hearts with wind and flame: 

     
grace, love and peace are with us.
All:  
Gather all creation into eternal oneness.
Gathering Song:  (Please be sure you are on mute for all songs)
Let Justice Roll Like a River, Marty Haugen (Gather 709)
Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 

Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us,

Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
1. Take from me your holy feasts, all your offerings and your music; 

Let justice flow like waters, and integrity like an ever-flowing stream. 
2. How long shall we wait, O God, for the day of your mercy to dawn, 

the day we beat our swords into plows, when your peace reigns over the earth?
3. Hear this, all of you who use the poor in your thirst of power and riches:

    the Lord will turn your laughter to tears, on the wondrous Day of our God.
4. Even now return to me, let your hearts be broken and humble,

    for I am gracious, gen’rous and kind; come and seek the mercies of God.
5. You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace;

    to act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God.
Prayer of Re-membering 
V:   When we think we know the way and resist the wisdom of others;
All: Grace us with the gift of remembering.
V:   When we separate ourselves from the love of others;
All: Grace us with the gift of remembering.
V:   When we are blind to your presence in the poor and needy;
All: Grace us with the gift of remembering.
P:   Source of Eternal Oneness, you are the life that flows in and through all that you

       have made. At times when we seek to go our separate ways call us to remember 

       that our home is in you. Make us more and more aware of your abiding 

       presence that brings us healing and wholeness now and for all ages.  
All: Amen.
Song of Praise:  
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!
GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH  (Missa del Mundo, Jesse Manibusan)
Prayer: 
P:  Christ of the Universe, in you all are one.  Inhabit our moments, fill them with the    

      light of your greatest desires for us, honour them with your full presence, that we 

      may find the joy, the calm, and assuredness that allows time to melt into eternal

      oneness.  This is our prayer today and always, now and forever.
R:  Amen.
Liturgy of the Word
First Reading – Ezekiel 34.11-12, 15-17 (The Message)
V:  A Reading from the Book of Ezekiel.
God, the Master, says: “From now on, I myself am the shepherd. I’m going looking for my sheep. As shepherds go after their flocks when they get scattered, I’m going after my sheep. I’ll rescue them from all the places they’ve been scattered to in the storms.
“I myself will make sure they get plenty of rest. I’ll go after the lost, I’ll collect the strays, I’ll doctor the injured, I’ll build up the weak ones and oversee the strong ones so they’re not exploited.
“And as for you, my dear flock, I’m stepping in and judging between one sheep and another, between rams and goats.”
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
R:  Thanks be to God/de.
Psalm: 
Ps. 23 Shepherd of My Heart, Francis Patrick O’Brien (Gather 624)                                   
1. My shepherd is the Lord, for nothing shall I want;

    Green are the pastures where I’m led to repose.

    Near waters still and deep God will refresh my soul.

    I am led onward in ways true to the Name.

Refrain: Guide me, O shepherd of my heart;

lead me homeward through the dark, into everlasting day.

Show me the way of truth and light’ keep me always in your sight.

May life never part from the shepherd of my heart.
2. If I should walk one day into the vale of darkness,

    no evil shall I fear with God at my side.

   There with your crook and staff you give me strength and comfort;

   You spread a banquet in the sight of my foes.
3. You anoint my head with oil; my cup is over-flowing;

    goodness and kindness crown the days of my life.

    Within the Lord’s own house I dwell in peace forever;

    within the house of God my soul is at rest.
2nd Reading –  Romans 15:25-29 (First Nations Version)
V:   A reading from Small Man to the Sacred Family in Village of Iron. 

For now I am on my way to the sacred family members who live in Village of Peace (Jerusalem) to bring some much-needed help to the ones who live there. For the sacred family members from Land of Tall People (Macedonia) and Land of Sorrow (Achaia) are happy to give of their goods to help the poor among our sacred family members in Village of Peace. For since the Outside Nations have shared in the spiritual blessings of our Tribal People, they are bound by honour to also share their material blessings with them—which they do with glad hearts! 
Once I have brought to them this offering and delivered it safely to them, then I will visit you who live in Village of Iron (Rome) on my way to Setting Sun (Spain). And I know that when I come to you, I will bring with me a heart-basket full of the blessings of the Chosen One!

Be inspired by these heartfelt words.
R:  Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation:  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Gospel -  Matthew 25.31-46
V:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.
When the Chosen One comes in honour, with all the angels alongside, and takes up the seat of judgment, all nations and peoples will gather around. Then the Chosen One will sit as judge and separate people, one from another, as a shepherd separates sheep from goats. 

Then the Chosen One will say to those on the one side, “Come, you whom my loving God has blessed, inherit the kin-dom prepared for you since the beginning of creation. For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink; I was a stranger, and you made me welcome; I was naked and you clothed me; I was ill and you came to my assistance; I was in prison, and you visited me.”

Then those will ask, “But Your Honour, when did we see you hungry and give you food, or see you thirsty and give you drink? When did we welcome you as a stranger, or see you naked and give you clothing? When was it that you were sick and we helped you? When did we visit you in prison?” And the Chosen One will reply to them, “In truth, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these kin of mine, you did for me.”

Then the Chosen One will say to those on the other side, “Depart from me, with your own curse upon you, into the eternal fire prepared for evil and those who wreak evil. For I was hungry, but you did not feed me. I was thirsty, but you did not give me anything to drink. I was a stranger and you never made me welcome. I was naked and you gave me no clothing. I was sick and you refused to help me. I was in prison and you never visited me.”

Then those will ask, “But Your Honor, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and not come to your help?” Then the Chosen One will reply to them, “In truth I tell you, what you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.” And these will go away suffering eternal consequences. But the righteous will enter into eternal life. 
The Gospel of the Risen Christ.
R: Praise to You, Christ Jesus.
Homily & Reflection
Profession of Faith
P: (We pause for a moment in silence and make a personal act of faith: put into words what you believe, in your heart of hearts about God, about Jesus, the Holy Spirit and what it means to be Church.) And to this we all say:  AMEN
Prayers of the People
P:   With hearts filled with gratitude to God for the blessing of our lives we pray… 
All:  In your boundless love, hear our prayer.
V:   For those among us who are poor and in need of food, clothing and shelter, for those who are lonely and isolated, for those who are in prison, those who are persecuted for speaking truth, for those seeking asylum from war and terror, for those tempted to despair; we pray. R.

That our hearts be broken open to see the Christ in those in need and that we respond generously with the love of Christ within us embracing our sisters and brothers as we would Jesus; we pray.  R.

For all those who work for peace in these times of war and conflict, that they receive the support they need and are blessed by our prayers; we pray.  R.
       For all those things we hold deep in our hearts…(pause); we pray…R.
P:  With grateful hearts we lift our prayers to you, God of overflowing goodness.  You know our needs even before we ask.  In your love and mercy hear our prayers and answer them in the name of Jesus our brother.
All:  Amen.
Liturgy of Eucharist
Offering our gifts
P:
Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love


We offer you these gifts of bread and wine


Fruit of the earth and work of human hands,


May they become for us the Body and Blood


of Christ Jesus, your son.
All: Bless this bread and bless this wine,


the wheat and the grape,


the farmer and the harvest,


the seed and the sower.
P:
 God/de is with us!   
All: We are not alone!
P:
 Let us give thanks to our God/de of all Creation.   
All: We give our thanks and praise.
Eucharistic Prayer of the Cosmos (O'Murchu - adapted)
V:  
We gather as a worshipping people.


We gather to praise and thank God our Creator,


for a universe teeming with life and possibility,


and for the home planet that nourishes and sustains our daily lives.
V:  
We gather as a praying people,


seeking wisdom and guidance, to embrace all that


our God has given us, and to use it with wisdom and care.
V:  
We gather as a grateful people,


and we lift our voices in gratitude and praise in unison


with all who acclaim the wonderful creativity of our God:
Holy, Holy: 

Holy, holy, holy is God’s name.


And holy, holy, holy is God’s name.
V:  
Creator God, whose wisdom explodes in stars and galaxies


whose generosity we witness in the abundance of creation


whose mysterious presence imbues life and death alike,


whose Spirit holds all things together.  
V:  
From the beginning of time you reveal your love and care:


in the cosmic grandeur of all creation,


in the evolving elegance of planet earth,


in the variety of Earth’s creatures,


and in the uniqueness of our own humanity.
V:  
(Extend hands over the gifts)


We praise you for all you have given us.


We call Your creative Spirit to come upon the gifts of this table,


that they may become for us food that will sustain us into the fullness of life.
P: 
We remember how Jesus gathered the disciples around the table of remembrance, 


He took bread, blessed you, God/de of all good gifts, broke the bread, 


and handed it to those seeking nourishment, with these words:
All: Take this all of you and eat it:  

 this is my body which will be given up for you.
P:  
Likewise, Jesus took the cup of wine, thanking the Holy One


who pours out abundantly for the nourishment of all.


Jesus passed the cup to all gathered at table and said:
All: Take this all of you and drink from it:

 this is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant;  

 my life-blood will be shed for you and for all, 

 for the life of the world.  

 Do this in memory of me.
Acclamation:

When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
(MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
V:  
As we celebrate this Eucharistic meal, we call to mind


that we are a people nourished abundantly down through the ages,


and with hope in our hearts, we yearn for a new day


when all the creatures of creation can share


equally and justly in the gifts of life.
V:  
We pray for the wise and creative Spirit who transforms


the gifts of this table to transform us too,


that we can be nourished afresh and go forth from this place


to activate nourishing and sustaining justice in our world.
V: 
In communion with all the angels and saints throughout the ages 


we give you praise and thanksgiving as we 


commit ourselves to the work of global transformation,


to the birth of a new creation,


where we dedicate ourselves more fully


to the evolution of cosmic and planetary life.
All: This prayer we make through, with, and in the name 


of the One who animates and sustains all creation:


Creator, Liberator and life-giving Spirit,


Source of our joy and enduring hope, now and forever.     
Amen: 

Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
(MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016)
Prayer of Jesus:  (Abwoon D’Bashmaya) . . .
The Lord's Prayer (Alternate Version from the New Zealand Anglican Prayer Book)
P:  We pray together:
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever.
Amen.








~ New Zealand Prayer Book
Prayer for Peace: 
P:   Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, paix, Peace.   Chime
P:   We extend a greeting of peace to all.
Invitation to the Table
P:  
With deep faith in you, Christ Jesus, we eat this bread and drink this wine -   

Your Body, Your Blood.  

May they bring us to the fullness of life and light in you forever.  

The gifts of God/de for the people of God/de.   
All: Thanks be to God/de.
Communion Meditation:  
Here Am I, Brian Wren (Gather 713); v4. Sophia, 2020
1. Here am I, where underneath the bridges in our winter cities homeless people sleep. 

Here am I, where in decaying houses little children shiver, crying at the cold. 

Where are you? 
2. Here am I, with people in the lineup, anxious for a handout, aching for a job.

Here am I, when pensioners and strikers sing and march together, wanting something new.  

Where are you?
3. Here am I, where two or three are gathered, ready to be altered, sharing wine and bread.  

Here am I, where those who hear the preaching change their way of living, find the way to life.  

Where are you?
4. Here am I, in your COVID houses, feeling like a hostage, held by grip of fear;

      Here am I, trapped in isolation, missing friends and family, pray.....ing for a cure.  

      Where are you?
Prayer after Communion:
P:  Most Holy One, we have received the sacrament which creates our unity with you in Eternal Oneness and strengthens us for our journey through life in union with one another.  May this gift bind us together in everlasting love. All: Amen.
We go to be Witnesses
Announcements … 
Blessing/ Dismissal 
P:   May Christ's peace be with each of you.
All:  And with you.
P:   This blessings in from Teilhard de Chardin, Hymn of the Universe.

Christ Jesus, You are the center toward which all things are moving: if it be possible, make a place for us all in the company of those elect and holy ones whom Your loving care has liberated one by one from the chaos of our present existence and who now are being slowly incorporated into You in the unity of the new earth. 
And so we go from this place with thankfulness rejoicing in God/de’s endless love  + in the name of our Creator, and in the peace of the Cosmic Christ, and the power of Blessed Sophia.
All: May it be so!
Music provided by Singing to Beat Hell: Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.
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