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November 12, 2023, 10 a.m. Saskatchewan
(11 a.m. ET, 12 p.m. AT, 9 a.m. MT, 8 a.m. PT)
32rd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Prayer for Peace in Time of War
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Welcome/Introductions:
P:  Come dear family of faith. We gather in all the names of the Divine Holy One:  Creator, Source of all that is; Jesus, the Christ; and the Sacred Spirit, Holy Wisdom.   All:  Amen.
Acknowledgement of Territory:  
V1: We acknowledge that we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wuk), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  We share with them this sacred trust and acknowledge our responsibility to walk together in a good way the path of truth, justice and reconciliation.  
Centering Chime: 

Opening Song:  Wisdom, My Road 
1.  Long before my journey’s start, when in my youth I searched in my heart,  I would pray for her, wait for her, Wisdom, my road, my goal and my star.

2.  From the blossom to the seed, long has she filled my cup in need,  may I cling to her vine, taste of her wine, Wisdom my life, my perfect design.

3.  When I stretched my hands to the sky, when in despair my soul raised a cry, I was saved by her gaze, led in her ways, Wisdom my love, the light of my days.
Text:  based on Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22; Steven C. Warner, b. 1954

Tune: Leslie Palmer Barnhart; © 1993, World Library Publications
Opening Prayer
P:   Especially during this month of November, we gather as a community who remembers the faithfulness of God/de, who is Wisdom, who is mercy and compassion, grace and reconciliation,
We remember our departed loved ones. 

Let us also remember those who die each day in our world as victims of war. 

We pray for hatred to be turned into love, fear to trust, despair to hope, 

oppression to freedom, occupation to liberation,

that violent encounters may be replaced by loving embraces, 

and peace and justice be experienced by all.
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD
1st Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16
V4:  A Reading from the Book of Wisdom.
Wisdom is brilliant. She never fades. 

She is readily perceived by those who love Her. 

By those who seek Her, She is found. 

She anticipates those who desire Her 

by making Herself known first. 
The one who rises early to seek Her 

will not be disappointed. 

She will be found waiting at the door. 
To fix one’s thoughts on Her 

is to invite full understanding. 

One who keeps vigil on Her account 

will soon be free from care. 

She Herself searches everywhere 

for those who are open to Her, 

graciously appearing to them on their ways, 

meeting them in every thought.
The Word of a Wisdom Writer.
All: Thanks be to God/de.
Psalm Response: Ps 63 I Long for You
R. I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
God, my God, it is you I seek; for you my soul is thirsting.

Like a dry and weary land .. my spirit longs for you.  
R. I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
I have sought your presence, God;  to see your power and glory;

For  your love means more than life;  I shall sing your praise.  

R. I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
Thus will I bless you while I live, and I will call your na - - me, .

As with the riches of a feast .. my soul is filled by you.  
R. I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
Through the night I remember you .. for you have been my saviour.
In the shadow of your wings .. I will shout for joy.  
R. I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
Oh – oh,  my God
Mike Balhoff, Gary Daigle, Darryl Ducotte
2nd Reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
V5:  A reading from the First Letter from Small Man to the Sacred Family in Village of  False Victory 

Now, my sacred family members, we want you to understand what will happen to those who have walked on so that you will not be filled with sorrow like the others who have no hope. We believe that Creator Sets Free (Jesus) died and rose again. We can be just as sure that the Great Spirit will, along with him, bring back to life those who when they died were trusting in him. 

What we are telling you comes from the words of our Honoured Chief. We who remain alive until his coming will not come face to face with him ahead of the ones who have walked on. For our Honoured Chief will come from the spirit-world with a war cry. The voice of the chief spirit-messenger will join, and the eagle bone whistle will sound.  First, the ones who died trusting in the Chosen One will rise. Then, together with them, we who have remained alive will be taken to meet our Honoured Chief. Then we will always be with him. 

Use these words to lift up each other’s hearts.
All: Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation:  
A Gladsome Alleluia,  James Victor Marchionda, OP
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 2x
This is the gospel of Jesus the Christ.  Alleluia! Alleluia!

This is the Word of our loving God.  Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 2x
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13
V6: A Reading from Gift from Creator Tells the Good Story.
All:  Glory to you O God/de.  
When that time comes, the ones who are walking Creator’s good road will be like ten young, unmarried women who took their ceremonial torches and went out to welcome the groom. 

Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The wise women took an extra clay pot of oil along for their torches, but the foolish ones did not bother to bring any.

“The groom did not come when expected, and they all fell asleep as they waited. Then suddenly, in the dark of the night, someone cried out, ‘Look! The groom is coming, let us go welcome him!’ 

“All the women woke up to prepare their torches, but the oil in the torches had run out. 

“The foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil so our torches will not go out.’ 

“The wise ones answered back, ‘There is not enough for all of us. Hurry, go to the village and trade for some more.’ 

“They hurried away to get more oil. But while they were gone, the groom came and all the guests went into the lodge for the wedding feast, and the gate was closed. 

“A while later the other women came to the gate and said to the gatekeeper, ‘Honoured one, O honoured one, open the door and let us come in.’

“But he said to them, ‘I truly do not even know who you are—why should I let you in?’”

Creator Sets Free (Jesus) finished the story with these words of wisdom. “Here is what I am saying to you: be prepared like the wise women in this story and always be ready, for you do not know the time of day or night that the True Human Being will appear.”
The Gospel of God.
All:  Praise to you, Creator Sets Free (Jesus the Christ).
Homily & Reflection, Breakout Rooms
Profession of Faith: Iona Community 
V7:  With the whole of the church, the People of God,

we affirm that we are made in God’s image,

befriended by Christ,

empowered by the Holy Spirit.
With people everywhere

we affirm God’s goodness in the heart of humanity,

planted more deeply than all that is wrong.
With all creation 

we celebrate the miracle and wonder of life,

the unfolding purpose of God

forever at work in ourselves and our world. 
All:  So be it. Amen!
Prayers Of The People:
P:    With holy longing and hope in our hearts we pray… Holy Wisdom, hear us.
V8: For leaders of our spiritual communities, societies, and nations, for the spirit of holy Wisdom to guide all of their initiatives, we pray... R. Holy Wisdom, hear us.
For justice and peace in the world, especially in the Middle East, in Russia and Ukraine, and in all areas where war is ravaging the land and the people, we pray . R. Holy Wisdom, hear us.. 
For men and women who sacrificed their lives in pursuit of peace in the world, we pray . . .R. Holy Wisdom, hear us.
For those experiencing poverty, homelessness, mental illness, unemployment, and for policies and actions to combat this suffering, we pray . . . R. Holy Wisdom, hear us.
For all who are battling illnesses of various kinds, for strength and healing for them, and for their caregivers, we pray . . . R. Holy Wisdom, hear us.
For eternal rest for all who died, as we remember them during this month of prayer and remembrance, we pray . . . R.  Holy Wisdom, hear us.
P.
Holy Wisdom, give us strength and help us know that there is nothing more sacred than peace.  Bless our world with Faith, Courage, Wisdom. 
All: Amen.
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
(We lift together our gifts of  bread and wine)
P:  
Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and symbol of all the labours and all the suffering of the world.  They will become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing.
All:  God/de of Life and Love, / receive these gifts we offer you /

 in praise and thanksgiving / for the good of all your people.
Eucharist Prayer of Love and Unity ~ O'Murchu
P:  Blessed are you, God of tenderness and compassion,

revealing your gracious love,

in the warmth and affection of human life, 

and in the gentleness and sensitivity of nature.
All:  Blessed are you, God of love and unity, /

forever inviting people towards peace and reconciliation, /

towards friendship, closeness and intimacy.
P:  Blessed are you, God of loving surprises, 

sending us Jesus to bind up the wounds of human loneliness, 

drawing us closer to one another in a love that lasts forever.
All: With all who share in the call to Love, /people on earth and celestial beings, and with all creation, /we sing forever our song of praise:
Holy, Holy:  Mass of louvores De Deus 
Holy, holy, Holy One,  God of wonder and joy.

Heaven and earth your presence revealed,

Holy, Holy, Holy, One.

Bless’d the One who comes in your name;

Bless’d the One as Brother we claim;

Bless’d our God forever to reign;

Holy, Holy, Holy One.     


Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016
P:  God of love and tender compassion, 

you seek to draw together all that is scattered, 

amid the fragmentation and sadness of human greed.
All:  You seek to restore creation to its original wholeness, /

   so that all creatures, great and small, /

   are united in the loving and creative harmony of life.
P:     Your Spirit never ceases to reconcile and unite all that divides.  

  That same Spirit awakens our hearts and quickens our imaginations, 

  as you invite us to grow into the fullness of life and love.  
All:  We now ask you to pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and     

   wine, / so that they may become food for our pilgrim journey, /

to nurture and nourish us on our way.  
P:   On the night before his death, Jesus our Saviour, 

having loved us unreservedly, and with a total generosity of heart, 

bequeathed to us the gift of life, 

in the celebration of a sacred meal.  
All:  He humbly washed the feet of his friends /

  as an example of loving service for us to follow.   
P:  Then, taking the bread, Jesus held it gently and offered it to those gathered at table:
All:  Take this, all of you and eat it; /

  this is my body which is given up for you.
P:  
At the end of the meal he took the cup of wine and pouring it out.  Gratefully and lovingly Jesus offered it to all:
All: Take this all of you and drink from it; /

this is the cup of the new and everlasting covenant, /

given for life, the life of the world. /

Do this in memory of me.
Memorial Acclamation:  Mass of louvores De Deus  
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives;

you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
P:  As we celebrate this sacred meal, we call to mind 

all you have shared with us through the gifts of creation, 

and especially in the gift of Jesus, who entered fully into our humanity, 

bestowing upon our world a love that heals and reconciles, 

affirms and encourages, 

empowers and sends us forth in the loving service of others.
All: May the Spirit that transforms all life /renew us as we share this sacred food, /so that we become agents for growth and change / in a world yearning for peace and love.
P:  We celebrate this meal united in heart with all God's holy people, 

the Communion of Saints; 

with those now living in the various creeds and cultures in our world,

with those alive in Christ beyond death, 

and with those yet to come in the timeless wholeness of the kin-dom.  
All:  One day, set free from bondage and sin and death, /

may we together praise and glorify God, Eternal Life,/

who forever gathers the scattered flock into unity and love.  
P:  
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,

all glory and honour are yours, God the Ages, now and forever.
Great Amen:  Mass of louvores De Deus 
Bless our God/de forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus: 
Abba of Jesus  Winter Name of God/de                    Michael Joncas

Abba of Jesus, our God/de in heaven.

How holy do we hold the name you bear!

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us;

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere!

Abba of Jesus, our God/de in heaven,

give us this day the bread we need to live.

Do not remember our sins against you;

forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.
Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace:
P:   Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, paix, Peace.   Chime
Invitation to the Table
P:  The only requisite for coming to the table of Eucharist is hunger for the Divine

Holy.  We are made worthy to receive you, Christ Jesus, by your love for us.

May the gifts we receive bring us to the fullness of life and light in you forever.

We become what we eat…  Come and eat who you are… The Body of Christ.
All:  Thanks be to God/de…
Communion Meditation 

We Remember - Marty Haugen
R.  We remember how you loved us to your death and still we celebrate, for you are with us here; and we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.  We remember, we celebrate, we believe.
Here, a million wounded souls, are yearning just to touch you and be healed.  Gather all your people, and hold them to your heart. 
R.  We remember how you loved us to your death and still we celebrate, for you are with us here; and we believe that we will see you when you come in your glory, Lord.  We remember, we celebrate, we believe.
Marty Haugen, b.1950 ©1980 GIA Publications, Inc.
Prayer after Communion
P:  Having shared our union with you, O God/de, we are filled with your Word and Sacrament. Guide us in our pursuit of justice and the common good. Inspire us to welcome all, forgive all, and love all. Direct us as we follow Jesus: the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Inspire us to perceive the world through your eyes, that we might find hope and joy each day, supportive of your children around the world, and being hope for all your creation.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements 

Blessing/ Dismissal
(all extend hands in blessing)  
P: 
My dear friends, may we all become unsung saints:

May we walk with faith all the days of our life, confident in your Living Presence.  Amen.
May we grow in courage and challenge injustice wherever it prevails.  Amen.
May we become bearers of joy, we who are invited to share in the Cosmic Dance.  Amen.
And May the God who dances in creation,

Who embraces us with human love


Who shakes our lives with thunder,  +

All:  Bless us and drive us out with power.
P:    This Eucharist is ended.  Let our service begin.
All:  Thanks be to God/de!
Closing Song: 
Never Forget the Faces of Those Children
R.  Never forget the faces of those children,

Horror-torn with fear yet they smile.

Forever they’ll bear deep within their wounded bodies 

the pain of injustice and sin.
1. 
Stop the oppression will this hate never end?  

Our bodies are as sacred as yours.

Tell all your people it’s not false wealth they need,

but it’s peace to our land we long for.  R.
2.
We have seen many children separated and torn, 

their young brothers and sisters no more.   

And their mothers and fathers cry deep from their hearts:

 ‘please stop! the injustice and horror .’  R.
Monks of Weston Priory VT
Music provided by Singing to Beat Hell: Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.

Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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Commemorates all victims of war

Mourns the environmental devastation way causes

Rejects war as a tool for social change

Calls for dialogue and peaceful conflict resolution

Shows commitment to building a better future of peace.

White Poppy explanation:
https://peacepoppies.ca/
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