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2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – January 14, 2024, 10:00 a.m. CST

The Multiple Manifestations of the Messiah:  Epiphany/Baptism/Call to Witness

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome/Introductions:

Greeting
P:  We come to worship and celebrate in the name of the Holy One – + source of all being, eternal word and spirit of wisdom.  
All: Amen.
Territorial Acknowledgement:   
V1:
In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live. For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality. Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. I invite you to silently acknowledge the land where you are located. 
Together, we acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people: that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Centering Chime
Gathering Song:  

The Summons – John Bell,1949; © Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 
Refrain:  Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?  R.
Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean and do such as this unseen, 

And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?   R.
Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?   R.
Prayer for Wholeness:
P:
We come together as a community today to hear and respond to your gracious Word, knowing that you desire for us what you created us to be.
V2:
Boundless, breathing Teacher of patience, you call to us as you called young Samuel, as you called Philip and Nathaniel and Simon and Peter, as you called Mary and Martha and Hannah and Miriam, and all the countless others who have heard your voice. 
All:  Help us, too, to respond to your call and to spread your Word in our world as we are able.

You call us to practise loving-kindness, to practise justice and mercy, to practise daily the ways of your unending peace.
All:  Help us to respond to your call.

In our words and in our silence, in our song and in our laughter, when we sit and when we rise, help us to know that you are always with us.
All:  And help us to respond.

Help our yearning hearts receive your most gracious love, especially when we have failed to understand where that love is leading us.

All:  Help us.
P:  God of prophets and pilgrims, you search us and know us and love us in ways that are beyond our understanding, even when we seem deaf and blind to your call. May we open our hearts and minds to your beckoning. Give us the grace, wisdom, and will to share your ways with all we encounter.
All:  Amen.
Song of Praise:
GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH        Missa del Mundo, Jesse Manibusan
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!  Repeat 2x
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD:     
P:  The Word of God comes to us in many ways.  Let us be attentive to Divine Wisdom speak to our hearts in these readings.
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19 - Inclusive Catholic Lectionary
V3:  A Reading from the first book of Samuel.
Hannah’s boy, Samuel, was ministering to the Holy One under Eli. The word of God was rare in those days. Visions were not widespread. 

One night, Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the Tabernacle of God, where the ark of God was. 

Then God called, “Samuel! Samuel!” who responded, “Here I am!” Samuel ran to Eli, and said, “You called me? Here I am.” But Eli said, “I did not call you.  Go back to bed.” So Samuel went and lay down. 

God called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “You called me. Here I am.” But Eli said, “I did not call, my child. Go back to bed.” 

Now Samuel did not yet know God, and the word of God had not yet been revealed to him. God called Samuel again, a third time. He got up and went to Eli, and said, “You called me. Here I am.” 

Then Eli perceived that God was calling Samuel. Therefore, Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down. If you hear God’s Voice again, say, ‘Speak, Holy One. Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Then God came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak. Your servant is listening.” 

As Samuel grew up, God was with him and let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. 

The Word of An Israelite Court Historian.
All:   Thanks be to God.
Psalm  
You Are Near  Ps 139  -  Dan Schutte
Refrain:  Yahweh, I know you are near, standing always at my side.

    
      You guard me from the foe and You lead me in ways everlasting.

1.  O God, You have searched my heart, and You know when I sit and when I stand. Your hand is upon me protecting me from death, - keeping me from harm.
2.  Where can I run from Your love? If I climb to the heavens You are there; if I fly to the sunrise or sail beyond the sea, - still I’d find You there.
3.  You know my heart and its ways, You Who formed me before I was born in the secret of darkness before I saw the sun - in my mother’s womb.
4.  Marvelous to me are works; how profound are your thoughts, my God.  Even if I could count them they number as the stars; You would still be there.
Second Reading:  Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6 – The Inclusive Lectionary
V4:  A Reading from the Letter to the Ephesians 
I am sure that you have heard of God/de’s grace, of which I was made a steward on your behalf.   This mystery, as I have briefly described it, was given to me by revelation, unknown to the people of former ages, but now revealed by the spirit to the holy apostles and prophets.  The mystery is that the Gentiles are heirs, as we are; 

members of the Body, as we are; and partakers of the promise of Jesus the Messiah 

through the Good News, as we are.  
 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
ALL: Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation: 
[Halle! Halle lu jah!    Halle!  Hal  le lu jah!

Halle! Halle lu jah!    Ha lle lu jah!] (2x)
Ha lle lu  ia!
Gospel: John (He Shows Goodwill)  Tells the Good Story 1:35-49 – First Nations Version
V5:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John (He Shows Goodwill)  Tells the Good Story.
The next day, Gift of Goodwill (John the Baptist) was standing with two of his followers. They saw Creator Sets Free (Jesus) walking nearby. 

He said to them, “Look! There is Creator’s Lamb!” So they took off after Creator Sets Free. When they caught up to him, he saw them and asked, “What are you looking for?” “Wisdomkeeper,” they asked, “where are you staying?” 

“Come,” he said, “and you will see.” So they went with him, saw where he was staying, and spent the rest of the day with him, for the day was almost over. One of the two men, Stands with Courage (Andrew), went to find his brother, One Who Hears (Simon), also named Stands on the Rock (Peter). 

When he found him, he ran up to him and said, “My brother! We have found the Messiah” (which means “the Chosen One”). So he took his brother to meet Creator Sets Free. 

Creator Sets Free looked deep into his eyes and said, “You are One Who Hears, son of Gift of Kindness (John). I will give you the name Stands on the Rock.” 

The next morning Creator Sets Free walked to the territory of Circle of Nations (Galilee). There he found a man named Friend of Horses (Philip) and said to him, “Come, and from now on walk the road with me.” 

Friend of Horses was from House of Fishing (Bethsaida), the same village where Stands with Courage (Andrew) and Stands on the Rock also lived. Friend of Horses looked for his friend Creator Gives (Nathanael) and found him sitting under a fig tree. 

“We have found him!” he said as he ran up to him. “The one the lawgiver Drawn from the Water (Moses) told us about, the one foretold by the prophets of old. He is Creator Sets Free, son of He Gives Sons (Joseph), from Seed Planter Village (Nazareth).” 

Creator Gives crossed his arms and, shaking his head, said to him, “How can anything good come from Seed Planter Village?” “Come,” he said, “and you will see!” When Creator Sets Free saw Creator Gives walking toward him, he said, “Look, a true descendant of Wrestles with Creator (Israel)! There is nothing false in him.” 

Creator Gives asked him, “How do you know me?” Creator Sets Free smiled and said, “Before Friend of Horses found you, I saw you under a fig tree.” 

“Wisdomkeeper!” Creator Gives answered. “You are the Son of the Great Spirit and the Chieftain of the tribes of Wrestles with Creator!”
The Good News attributed to the Gospel writer, John.   

All: 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily/Breakout Rooms
Profession of Faith – (We renew our Baptism promises)
P: (Bless the water) Water of Life, we honour you and +bless you 

that through you we may know the blessing of the Creator of us all, 

that we are God/de’s beloved. We dip into the waters of life and affirm our faith. 

V6: We believe that when we live in love, we live in Divine Love and Divine Love   lives in us. 
    
All: We are immersed in this belief.
 
We believe that the mystery we call God/de comes to visibility in human form   Jesus and in each of us. 
All: We are immersed in this belief. 
 
We believe that the life and teaching of Jesus set us free from fear of God/de.
All: We are immersed in this belief. 
We believe in the Spirit of Wisdom dwelling within us, guiding us in the way to truth and love.
All: We are immersed in this belief. 
We believe that the Church exists to affirm God/de’s loving presence with us and to challenge us to give witness to this presence in our love for one another and in our work for justice and peace. 
All: We are immersed in this belief. 
P: We bless ourselves with holy water, dearly beloved of God/de.
All: AMEN.
Prayers of the People:
P:   Let us pray this day for the many needs of our world as we say: Gracious God/de, hear us.
V7:  We pray for our Church  that we, who proclaim the Gospel by our lives, will speak words of compassion, love and healing. 
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
We pray for all community leaders, faith leaders and all those involved in the work of justice within the church and throughout the world, that they use their powerful voices to work towards peace and equity for the inclusive human family.
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
     We pray for all who carry burdens -- the victims of war, poverty, illness, and loss, that they be consoled with an awareness of Divine Love and the knowledge that others are praying for and with them and working for them in whatever ways we can.  
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
     We pray for truth, reconciliation and healing for all who have been harmed in the name of Christ and the Church. 
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
     We pray for all those here today and for all who are connected to our community – that we might overflow with a sense of gratitude for God’s faithfulness, and that we may speak words of generosity and love.
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
     We pray for our world,  for needs arising from climate change, and for all of Mother Earth.
All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
     For those who have asked us to pray for them and others – in the chat, on the bulletin board, and in our own hearts.

All: Gracious God/de, hear us.
P:  God/de of all, we turn to you who are loving and who always hears us. Help us in our turn to hear you so that we can be who you call us to be and to respond in faithfulness and service. We pray to you through your Son Jesus and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. All:  Amen. 
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
We offer our gifts

(Please raise the bread and wine you have brought for communion as we pray)
P:    Blessed are you, Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love

through your goodness we have received these gifts of bread and wine

which we now offer to you; Fruit of the earth and work of our hands.

They will become the bread of life for us and our spiritual drink. 
All: Bless this bread and bless this wine,

the wheat and the grape,

the farmer and the harvest,

the seed and the sower.
P:    Ever-gentle God, may this offering of our lives and our friendship be acceptable to you. 
Let it transform our lives and fill us with hope. 

We ask this through our brother, Jesus.  
All:  Amen.
P:    God/de is with us!    

All:  We are not alone!
P:   Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
All: We open our hearts to God and to one another. 
Eucharistic Prayer – D. O’Murchu (adapted)
V8:  O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us, as we set our hearts on belonging to you. 

May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all creation. 

You know our limitations and our essential goodness and you love us as we are. 

You beckon us to your compassionate heart 

and inspire us to see the good in others and forgive their limitations. 

Acknowledging your presence in each other and in all of creation, we proclaim:
Holy, Holy: 
Mass Of Louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016 
Holy, holy, Holy One, God/de of wonder and joy. 

Heaven and earth your presence revealed, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, One. 

Bless’d the One who comes in your name;

Bless’d the One as Brother we claim; 

Bless’d our God/de forever to reign; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V9:  Guiding Spirit, when opposing forces in us tug and pull

and we are caught in the tension of choices, 

inspire us to make wise decisions toward what is good.

We thank you for our brother, Jesus, and for all people who have modeled for us a way to live and love in challenging times. 

Inspired by them, we choose life over death; 

we choose to be light in dark times.
(Extend hands over gifts)
V10:  We ask your Spirit to come upon the gifts of this holy table, 

bread of the grain and wine of the grape, 

that they may become for us the Body and Blood of Jesus, the Christ, 

to nurture afresh in us the discerning gifts of wisdom, light and truth.
V11: On the night before he faced his own death, 

Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends.  

He reminded them of all that he taught them, 

and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 
P:    When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, 

spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this, and eat it. This is my very self which will be given up for you.  

Eat, and remember me.  (Pause)
P:   Then he took the cup of the covenant, spoke the grace, and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this and drink it.  This is my life-blood poured out for you and for all, 

for life, the life of the world.  Whenever you remember me like this, 

I am among you.   (Bow)
Acclamation: 
MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V12: Holy One, your transforming energy is within us

and we join our hearts with all who are working for a just world.  

We pray for wise leaders in our religious communities. 

We pray for courageous and compassionate leaders in our world communities. 
V13: Together with Mary and all the holy friends of God and prophets, 

we unite our thoughts and prayers for the good of all your holy people throughout the world.
We open ourselves up to your Spirit,

for it is through living as Jesus lived that we awaken to your Spirit within, 

moving us to glorify you, at this time and always. 
P:    For you are the love that dwells in our depths, 

the Wisdom of the Ages that speaks through us, 

the Divine Connection that makes us all one through all ages.
Amen: 
MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus: 

Abba of Jesus - Winter Name of God/de, Michael Joncas 
Abba of Jesus, Our God/de in heaven, How holy do we hold the name you bear! 

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God/de in heaven, give us this day the bread we need to live. 

Do not remember our sins against you; forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive. 

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial, and keep your people far from evil ways. 

Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days. 

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace: 
P:
Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.


May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, Paix, Peace.   
Chime 
P:   Let us offer one another a sign or greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table
P:  Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,

      all that was, and all that will be, come and share at this table.
All:  Jesus, your word transforms us and make us worthy to receive you.

        We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:  Receive who you are:  The Body and Blood of Christ.  
All: Amen.
Communion Meditation:  
Let Us Be Bread
Refrain:  Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord,
broken and shared, life for the world.
Let us be wine, love freely poured,
let us be one in the Lord.
I am the bread of life, broken for all.
Eat now and hunger no more.   R./
You are my friends if you keep my commands,
no longer servants but friends.   R./
See how my people have nothing to eat.
Give them the bread that is you.  R./
As God has loved me so I have loved you.
Go and live on in my love.   R./
Prayer after Communion:
V14: Holy Nurturer, we have been fed at the Table with the Eucharist that gives us life. May this food not only nourish us, but strengthen us to respond in love and action to your call to us. May it also inspire us to continued service to you through our service to others. We make our prayer this day and always, now and forever.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements … 
Blessing/ Dismissal
P:    May the God of Oneness fill us with all joy and peace, 

And may we be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

In the name of Christ Sophia may we be blessed 

and may the + Divine Face shine upon us and give us Peace.  
All: Amen.
P:   Our liturgy is ended.  Let our service begin.   
All: Thanks be to God/de!
Closing Song:
The Summons – v. 5
Lord, your summons echoes true when I but call your name! 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 
You are welcome to stay as visit as you like. 
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