Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community
29th Sunday in Ordinary Time – October 22, 2023, 10:00 a.m. CST

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome/Introductions
Greeting
P:  Dear Family of Faith, come--be gathered in the Heart of Love as we worship in the name of the Holy One – Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Spirit of Wisdom.  
All: Amen.
Centering Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:  
V:  In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.


For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  


Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 


We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Gathering Song:  
Let Justice Roll Like a River, Marty Haugen (Gather 709)
Let justice roll like a river, and wash all oppression away; 

Come, O God, and take us, move and shake us,

Come now, and make us anew, that we might live justly like you. 
1.  Take from me your holy feasts, all your offerings and your music; Let justice flow like waters, and integrity like an everlasting stream. 
2.  How long shall we wait, O God, for the day of your mercy to dawn, the day we beat our swords into ploughs, when your peace reigns over the earth?
3.  Hear this, all of you who use the poor in your thirst of power and riches:

     the Lord will turn your laughter to tears, on the wondrous Day of our God.
4.  Even now return to me, let your hearts be broken and humble,

     for I am gracious, gen’rous and kind; come and seek the mercies of God.
5.  You have been told the way of life, the way of justice and peace;

     to act justly, to love gently, and walk humbly with God.
Prayer for Wholeness
V:  God of hope, we gather this day

knowing that you want all your people to live in peace.

R. You are God/de and there is no other.
V:  Strengthen us to work for the justice you desire

and let it permeate the earth like a morning mist.

R. You are God/de and there is no other.
V:  As you want harmony for all of your creation

open our hearts to the power of the Spirit working in us.

R. You are God/de and there is no other.
P:  As we pray today and in the days to come,

remind us always that we gather as a people committed to your Way,

the way of Christ, who is our Saviour.  


R. Amen.
Song of Praise:  GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH        
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!  Repeat 2x
Opening Prayer
P:  God of Life, you created all things in your image and likeness.  

      We praise you for the gifts of many cultures, traditions, and expressions of faith. 

      United in love and standing together against fear, hatred and injustice, we joyfully proclaim your message of peace to the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus and the Spirit.  

All: Amen. 
WE LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD:     
P:  The Word of God comes to us in many ways.  Let us be attentive to Divine Wisdom speak to our hearts in these readings.
First Reading: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 - Inclusive Catholic Lectionary
V:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.
This is what God says to the Anointed One, to Cyrus: 

“It is I who grasp your hand to lead, and it is I who will humble nations before you. I will loosen the loins of tyrants, disarming them, and throw open all their doors so that even city gates cannot be shut. 

“For the sake of Leah, Rachel and Jacob, my servants, and for the sake of Israel my chosen one, for them, I have called you by name, conferring on you a title of honour, even though you do not know me. I am God, and there is no other. Apart from Me there is no god. 
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
All:   Thanks be to God.
Psalm:  Sing a New Song For God (Psalm 96) – Richard Bruxwort Cooligan https://www.psalmimmersion.com/psalm-96
Refrain:  Sing a new song for God all the earth!
 Sing a new song! Sing a new song!
 Sing a new song for God all the earth!
 Sing a new song! Sing a new song!
V1: Declare God’s glory and bless God’s name
Tell the story day after day

for God is coming here among us Refrain
 
V2: Let the sky and earth be glad,

  
 creatures of the sea and land
Come and make a joyful noise,

  
everything that has a voice
Let the sky and earth be glad,

  
creatures of the sea and land  Refrain
 
V3:  And the trees are celebrating;

   
in their joy the crops are waving
And the forests sing in rhythm;

   
every tree can hold the vision Refrain
 
V4: Declare God’s glory and bless God’s name
Tell the story day after day

for God is coming here among us Refrain
 
Second Reading:  1 Thess 1:1-5b  - FNV
V:  From Small Man (Paul) to the Sacred Family in Village of False Victory
From Small Man (Paul), Forest Walker (Silvanus), and He Gives Honor (Timothy). 

To the sacred family that gathers in the village of False Victory (Thessalonica), who belong to the Great Spirit and to our Honoured Chief, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One. We greet you with the gift of Creator’s great kindness and peace.

We never stop giving thanks for you, speaking your names as we send our voice to the Great Spirit. We remember how your trust became a labour of love and how hope kept you hand in hand with our Honoured Chief, Creator Sets Free,  the Chosen One, as you walked under the shadow of the Great Spirit, who is our Parent from above. 

My sacred family members who are loved by Creator, we know he has chosen you. For when we told you the good story, it was not with words only but with the power and assurance that comes from the Holy Spirit.
Listen to what the Spirit is saying to the churches.
ALL: Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation: 
[Halle! Halle! Halle lu jah!    Halle!  Halle! Hal  le lu jah!

Halle! Halle! Halle lu jah!    Ha lle lu jah!] (2x)
GOSPEL:  Matthew 20:17-28 – Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary
V:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.

While Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside and said to them on the way: “We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Chosen One will be handed over to the head priests and the lawyers. They will condemn him to death and will hand him over to the people to be mocked, flogged, and crucified; and on the third day he will be raised.” 

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her two sons, paying homage before him. Jesus said, “What do you wish?” She said to Jesus, “Promise that these two sons of mine may sit, one at your right hand and the other at your left, when you enter your reign.” Jesus answered, “You don’t know what you are asking.” He asked her sons: “Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They replied, “We are able.” He said to them, “You will indeed drink my cup; but to sit at my right hand and at my left, is not mine to grant. My Loving God has prepared it for those who are chosen.” 

When the other ten disciples heard this, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called them and said: “You know that the gentiles have rulers who lord over them, and their great leaders make their authority felt. It shall not be so with you. Whoever wishes to be first among you must be your servant, just as the Chosen One was born not to be served, but to serve, and to give life for life.” The Gospel of God.

The Good News of Our God.   
All: 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.
Homily/Shared Reflection 
Profession of Faith - Adapted from United Church Alternate Creed


We are not alone, 

we live in Creator’s world.
We believe in the Holy One:

    who has created and is creating,

    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

    to reconcile and make new,

    who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in the Source of Life. 
We are called to be the Body of Christ:

    to celebrate the Divine presence,

    to live with respect in Creation,

    and to love and serve others.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

The One Who is Love is with us.
All: Amen.
Prayers of the People – 
P:  Let us pray on this 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time for all of us to be reminded of your unbounding love as we pray: “God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.”
V:  We pray for the community of the faithful that we, who proclaim the Gospel by our lives, will not only speak about, but act with compassion, love, and healing. 


R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers crossing borders to find safety and opportunity; for those in refugee camps who endure hardships of lack of supplies and extreme weather; for decision-makers to seek peaceful solutions and to draft compassionate policies on their behalf.

R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for peace and justice in the many parts of the world, especially today for the innocent ones who suffer from the war in Israel and Palestine, and Ukraine. 

R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for the many people who carry out humanitarian work, who are dedicated to the safety of people in poverty, distress, displacement, and who work for the good of all creation. 

R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for truth, reconciliation, and healing for all who have been harmed in the name of Christ and the Church. 


R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for those who have died and those who mourn their loss.

R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
V:  We pray for those who have asked us to pray for them and those individual prayers held in our own hearts.

R: God/de of love and hope, we place our trust in you.
P:  God of all, we turn to you who are loving and who always hears us. Help us to hear you and help us to speak justice and love in all of our ways. We pray to you through your Son Jesus and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. 
All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
Eucharistic Prayer – D. O’Murchu (adapted)
V:  O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us, 

as we set our hearts on belonging to you. 

May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all creation. 

You know our limitations and our essential goodness and you love us as we are. 

You beckon us to your compassionate heart 

and inspire us to see the good in others and forgive their limitations. 

Acknowledging your presence in each other and in all of creation, we proclaim:
Holy, Holy: 
Holy, holy, holy is God’s name.

And holy, holy, holy is God’s name. 
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V:  Guiding Spirit, when opposing forces in us tug and pull

and we are caught in the tension of choices, 

inspire us to make wise decisions toward what is good.
V: We thank you for our brother, Jesus, and for all people who modeled for us a way to live and love in challenging times. Inspired by them, we choose life over death; 

we choose to be light in dark times.
(Extend hands over gifts)
V:  We ask your Spirit to come upon the gifts of this holy table, 

bread of the grain and wine of the grape, 

that they may become for us the Body and Blood of Jesus, the Christ, 

to nurture afresh in us the discerning gifts of wisdom, light and truth.
V:  On the night before he faced his own death, 

Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends.  

He reminded them of all that he taught them, 

and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 
P:   When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, 

spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this, and eat it. This is my very self which will be given up for you.  

Eat, and remember me.  (Pause)

P:  Then he took the cup of the covenant, spoke the grace, and offered it to them saying: 
All: Take this and drink it.  This is my life-blood poured out for you and for all, 

for life, the life of the world.  Whenever you remember me like this, 

I am among you.   (Bow)
Acclamation: MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V: Holy One, your transforming energy is within us

and we join our hearts with all who are working for a just world.  

We pray for wise leaders in our religious communities. 

We pray for courageous and compassionate leaders in our world communities. 
V: Together with Mary and all the holy friends of God and prophets, 

we unite our thoughts and prayers for the good of all your holy people throughout the world.
We open ourselves up to your Spirit,

for it is through living as Jesus lived that we awaken to your Spirit within, 

moving us to glorify you, at this time and always. 
P:   For you are the love that dwells in our depths, 

the Wisdom of the Ages that speaks through us, 

the Divine Connection that makes us all one through all ages.
Amen: MASS OF LOUVORES DE DEUS, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:  (together)
Our Mother-Father in heaven, / holy be your name.

Your kin-dom come, / your will be done / on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins /as we forgiver those who sin against us.

May we not be led into temptation / but deliver us from evil.

For the kin-dom, the power and the glory are yours, / now and forever.  / Amen
Prayer for Peace: 
P:
Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.


May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, Paix, Peace.   
Chime 
P:   Let us offer one another a sign or greeting of peace.
Invitation to the Table
P:  Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,

      all that was, and all that will be, come and share at this table.
All:  Jesus, your word transforms us and make us worthy to receive you.

  We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:  Receive who you are:  The Body and Blood of Christ.  
All: Amen.
Communion Meditation:  
Let Us Be Bread – Thomas J. Porter, b 1958 © 1990, GIA  Publications, Inc.
Let us be bread, blessed by the Lord,
broken and shared, life for the world.
Let us be wine, love freely poured,
let us be one in the Lord.
1. I am the bread of life, broken for all.
Eat now and hunger no more.
2. You are my friends if you keep my commands,
no longer servants but friends.
3. See how my people have nothing to eat.
Give them the bread that is you.
4. As God has loved me so I have loved you.
Go and live on in my love.
Prayer after Communion:
V: God of Justice, we have been fed at the Table with the bread of love and the wine of compassion. Give us this food always, that it may strengthen the love in our hearts. Give us continued strength and courage to work for your kindom and to inspire us to continued service to you through our service to others. We make our prayer this day and always, now and forever.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements … 
Blessing/ Dismissal
P:   May the God of Oneness fill us with all joy and peace, 

And may we be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit.

In the name of Christ Sophia may we be blessed 

and may the + Divine Face shine upon us and give us Peace.  
All: Amen.
P:   Our liturgy is ended.  Let our service begin.   
All: Thanks be to God/de!
Closing Song
Who Will Speak if We Don’t

Marty Haugen © GIA Publications Inc. 1993

R.  Who will speak if we don’t?   


Who will speak if we don’t?


Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  


O-oh, who will speak if we don’t?

1.
Who will speak for the poor and the broken?  



Who will speak for the peoples oppressed?



*Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  



O-oh, who will speak if we don’t?  R. 

2.
Who will speak for the ones who are voiceless?  



Speak the truth in the places of power?*


*Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  



O-oh, who will speak if we don’t?  R.

3.
Who will speak for the children of violence?  



Who will speak for the women abused?*


*Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  



O-oh, who will speak if we don’t?  R.


4.
Who will speak for the plants and the creatures?  



Who will speak for the land and the sea?*


*Who will speak so their voice will be heard?  



O-oh, who will speak if we don’t?  R.
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