
Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  September 25, 2022, 10:00 a.m. CST
Season of Creation, Sept. 1 – Oct. 4
Listen to the Voice of Creation
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Welcome/Introductions: 
Centering Chime: 
Gathering:
P:  Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One, Creator of all that is:  + Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.   
All:  Amen 
Acknowledgement of Territory:   
V1: In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  

In Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. You may quietly acknowledge the land where you are located.  

We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Opening Song:
Anthem

R.   We are called, we are chosen. We are Christ for one another, 

We are promise to tomorrow, while we are for him today.

We are sign, we are wonder, we are sower, we are seed.

We are harvest, we are hunger. We are question, we are creed.
1. Then how are we to stand at all, this world of bended knee?

In nothing more than barren shadows. No one else but Christ could save us.

Who was justice for the poor. Who was rage against the night. 

Who was hope for the peaceful people. Who are light.  R./
2. Then shall we not stand empty at the altar of our dreams:

When Christ promised us ourselves.

Who mark time against tomorrow. 

Who was justice for the poor. Who was rage against the night. 

Who was hope for the peaceful people. Who are light.  R./
Text and Tune: Tom Conry, b.1951; acc. By Robert J. Batastini, b. 1942.© OCP Publications.
Prayer for Wholeness:
All: God of all, make us bearers of hope,
so that where there is darkness, your light may shine,
and where there is discouragement,
confidence in the future may be reborn.

Make us instruments of your justice,
so that where there is exclusion, community may flourish,
and where there is greed, a spirit of sharing may grow.

Make us builders of your kin-dom,
together with migrants and refugees
and with all who dwell on the peripheries.
Let us learn how beautiful it is to live together as brothers and sisters. 

Amen.                                       
(Adapted from Pope Francis’s prayer for World Day of Migrants and Refugees)
Hymn of Praise (adapted from Gertrud the Great of Helfta, Spiritual Exercises)
Refrain: Gloria. Gloria, in Excelsis Deo.

     Gloria. Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

V2:  O God/de, you are our hope, you the glory, you the joy; 

you our blessedness, you the jubilation of our hearts. 

You are the beginning and the consummation of all the good. 

You are the praise in our hearts and mouths. 

You glow altogether red in the spring-like loveliness of the festival of your love. 

May your most outstanding divinity magnify and glorify you 

because you are the source of light and the fountain of life forever. 
Praise and all glory to you. 
Refrain: Gloria. Gloria, in Excelsis Deo.

     Gloria. Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Opening Prayer
P:  Divine Author of the Seasons of the years and the season of our lives,

As we move from summer to fall may the maturing of our faith result in a rich harvest of justice that all may be fed and cared for according to the desires of your heart.  
All:  Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading:  Amos 6:1-7 – CCL translation
V3:  A Reading from the Prophet Amos.
Alas for all who live in luxury in Zion, for those who are self-important, smug and seemingly secure on the Mount of Samaria. Alas for you “distinguished” leaders of the nation, in whom all the people of the House of Israel place their hopes! 

Cross over to your neighboring nation, Calneh and see. Go on from there to Hamath, the Great. Then proceed to Gath in Philistia. Are you better than these realms? Is your territory more formidable than theirs?

You try to put off the Day of Woe, yet you hasten the reign of violence.

Lying on their ivory beds and reclining on their couches, they dine on lambs from the flock, and young calves from the stalls. They bawl out loud songs to the tender tunes of the harp. They fancy themselves like David, but make a mockery of his music. They drink wine by the bowlful, and anoint themselves with the finest oils; but they do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph and Asenath. Therefore, now they shall be the first to go into exile, and the carousing of those who lounged shall cease. 

The Word of an Ancient Judean Prophet, prophesying in Israel.
R.  Thanks be to God/de.
Psalm - Ps 146  Happy The Poor In Spirit
R.    Happy The Poor In Spirit, theirs is the Kin-dom of God.
Lord, you keep faith forever, secure justice for the oppressed.

You give food to all who are hungry,  O God, you set captives free.  R.
Lord, you open up blind eyes, and you raise up all those bowed down. 

The alien people are welcomed. The just secure in your love.  R.
Orphans, widows find comfort, but the wicked you take to their ruin.

Your reign lasts for all generations, both now and for evermore.  R.
Text: Psalm 146: 7, 8-9, 8c-10  and Music: Thomas J. Porter ©1990, GIA Publications Inc.
Second Reading:  First Letter from Small Man to He Gives Honour (1 Timothy 6:17-19) – FNV translation 
V4:  Instruct the ones who have many possessions in this present world not to see themselves as better than others. They must not put their hope in their many possessions, which cannot be depended on, but in the Great Spirit, who richly provides all we need to enjoy life. Instruct them to walk in a good way, to possess many good deeds, and to be willing and ready to share with those in need. In this way, they will be storing up and preparing themselves for the life of the world to come, the true life of beauty and harmony that never grows old or fades away.
The Word of a First Century Pastor 
R.  Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation
Al-le-lu-ia, a-a-le-le-lu-lu- ia, a-a-le-le-lu-u-ia.

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31
P:  Shining Light Tells the Good Story     
There was once a man with many possessions who always dressed in the best clothes, had more than enough to eat, and lived a life of ease. Every day a beggar named Creator Helps Him (Lazarus) was laid at the gate of his lodge. Dogs would come and lick the sores that covered his body as he begged for crumbs from the rich man's table.

When the time came for the beggar to cross over to the world of the dead, spirit-messengers carried him into the welcoming arms of his ancestor[s], Father of Many Nations [and Woman of High Status (Abraham and Sarah)]. At the same time the rich man also crossed over to death, and his body was buried. In the Dark Underworld of Death (Hades) he was suffering and in pain. He looked up and saw his ancestors far off in the distance. He could see Creator Helps Him being comforted in his arms. He cried out in his pain, “Father of Many Nations [and Woman of High Status,] my ancestors, have pity on me. Send Creator Helps Him to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my thirsty tongue. Help me, for I am suffering in this flame.”

[They] . . . said to him, “My son, do you not remember? All your days were filled with good things, but the days of  Creator Helps Him  were filled with sorrow and pain. It is now his time for comfort, but it is your time for sorrow and pain. Look! There is a great canyon between us, so wide that none can make the journey from here to there.'

The rich man hung his head and said, 'Please, my ancestor[s], send him back to the lodge of my father and my five brothers. He can warn them of this place of suffering and pain, so they will not have to come here also.’ [They] . . . said to him, 'They have the words of Drawn from the Water (Moses) and the words of the prophets. Let your family listen to them.' 'No!' the rich man cried out. 'If someone goes back to them from the world of the dead, they will turn their hearts back to Creator.' Father of Many Nations (Abraham) shook his head and said, “If your family will not listen to Drawn from the Water and the prophets, then they will not listen even to one who comes back to life from the dead.’ “
The Gospel of God.  

All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.
Homily & Sharing
Profession of Faith: 
P: Together we profess our faith:
All:   We believe in God, Creator of all things.

We believe in Jesus, the Incarnate Word of God, 


who lived among us and showed how to live.

He lived with integrity and compassion and died for daring to be different. 

He was raised from death by the power of God to fulness of life as the Christ.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the living and active Divine Presence among God's people,


the church, and in the world.

We believe in the power of the Risen Christ to forgive sin and 

overcome evil thereby restoring all to eternal oneness.  Amen.
Prayers of the People
P:  Let us pray on this 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time for all of us to be reminded of the power of our words and that our actions must echo them as we pray: “God of all creation, we place our trust in you.”
V5 We pray for the community of the faithful that we, who proclaim the Gospel by our lives, will not only speak about, but act with compassion, love, and healing. 
R: God of all creation, we place our trust in you.
V5: We pray for migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers crossing borders to find safety and opportunity; for those in refugee camps who endure hardships of lack of supplies and  extreme weather; for decision-makers to seek peaceful solutions and to draft compassionate policies on their behalf.  
R.
V5: We pray for peace and justice in the many parts of the world where violence, war, and human rights violations are occurring even this moment.  R.
V5: We pray for the many volunteers who carry out loving deeds, who are dedicated to welcoming refugees, and who work for the good of all creation. 
R.
V5: We pray for truth, reconciliation, and healing for all who have been harmed in the name of Christ and the Church. 
R.
V5: We pray for those who have died and those who mourn their loss. We continue to pray for healing for the people of James Smith Cree Nation and Weldon.  R.
V5: We pray for those who have asked us to pray for them and those individual prayers held in our own hearts.  
R. 
P:  God of all, we turn to you who are loving and who always hears us. Help us to hear you and help us to speak justice and love in all of our ways. We pray to you through your Son Jesus and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
As we turn our attention to the Eucharistic table, consider this:

"The view of the world, which I am here calling the Eucharistic Planet, a view of the world as the Real Presence of the Divine, of the Absolute, a view of the world as a single living Body, in which the various members freely give themselves as food to one another... A sense of the Eucharistic Planet, of the Real Presence of the Divine in the world, is something we need now for the protection of the planet.”   -- Beatrice Bruteau, "Eucharistic Ecology and Ecological Spirituality," Cross Currents 40, no. 4 (Winter 1990/91) 
P:
Most Holy One, God of Life and Love,
      We thank You for creating the universe, and each of us, through Christ the pioneer of our journey, and in the Holy Spirit, the ever-enlivening gift of Divine love.
We offer you these gifts of bread and wine, 

fruit of the earth and work of human hands,


May they become for us, and we for the world, 


the Body and Blood of Christ Jesus, your son.
All: Bless this bread and bless this wine, / the wheat and the grape,


  the farmer and the harvest, / the seed and the sower.
P:
God is with us!   
All: We are not alone!
P:
Let us give thanks to our God of all Creation.   
All:  We give our thanks and praise.
V6: We bless you, God of all Creation, 

revealing the creative design of eternal love and goodness

in the expansive diversity of all that you have made.

  
From the beginning of time, even until now, 

you endow our world with grace and beauty. 


Even in the midst of the chaos and brokenness of life 

you awaken hope and promise for your people 

as time and time again you renew your covenant of love with us.

As we gather this holy day, we remember your faithful love 

and we join with all creation as we sing:
Holy, Holy:
Holy, Holy, Holy is God/de’s Name.

  And Holy, Holy, Holy is God/de’s Name.
V7: Creative God/de, source of life and possibility, 

gentle touch to the fragile membrane of life;


caring gardener of the wet seed in the dark earth;


Watchful guardian of erupting evolution,

and loving mother to the pain and joy of birth, 


we open wide our hearts to receive your silent presence.
(Extend hands over gifts)
P:   Spirit of wind and flame hovering over all that is, come upon the gifts we present: bread from the grain and wine of the grape, 
the harvest to be won by today’s labours,  
all the things which today will increase and all those that will diminish or die,
that they may become for us the nurturing food of this communion table. 

On the night before he faced his own death, Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends. 

He reminded them of all that he taught them, and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 

When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:  
All:  Take and eat it; / this is my body, / my very self being given for you.
P:  Then taking the cup of wine, Jesus spoke the blessing and offered it to them saying:
All: Take and drink of it. This is my life-blood, the seal of the new and 

everlasting covenant given in love for you and for all, 

for reconciliation - that all may be one. Do this in memory of me.
Acclamation:  Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016

When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V8: Gathered round this table of remembrance, we ask that we, too, 

be transformed by the power of your creative Spirit, 

so that we share this sacred meal with humility and 

serve our brothers and sisters with joy.
V9: In union with all your holy ones from ancient days, 

we remember our beloved dead, 


all those who suffer physical, emotional, mental or spiritual pain, 

and all citizens in our world aching for justice and peace.
V10: May we spare neither time nor effort to give generously, 

to live tenderly, and to act in justice and compassion; 


thus helping to build up the Reign of God/de where hatred is diminished, 

poverty eradicated, and all people can live in equality, love and peace.
P:
We make this prayer to the One who nurtures and sustains,

in the name of Jesus the Risen Christ.

For it is through him, and with him, and in him, in oneness with the Sacred Spirit, that all glory and honour are yours,

Most Holy One, now and forever.
Amen: Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God/de forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus: 
P:  We pray the prayer Jesus taught his disciples.  In Aramaic it begins Abwoon De Bashmaya.  (Abwoon same root as Abba  – “Energy Force from whom all life comes”)
All: O Birther! Father- Mother of the Cosmos

Focus your light within us - make it useful.

Create your reign of unity now-

through our fiery hearts and willing hands

Help us love beyond our ideals

and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures.

Animate the earth within us: we then

feel the Wisdom underneath supporting all.

Untangle the knots within

so that we can mend our hearts' simple ties to each other.

Don't let surface things delude us,

But free us from what holds us back from our true purpose.

Out of you, the astonishing fire,

Returning light and sound to the cosmos.

May it be so!





Translation by Neil Douglas-Klotz
Prayer for Peace:
P:     Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Paz, paix, Peace.   
Chime 
Invitation to the Table
P:    With deep faith in you, Christ Jesus, we eat this bread and drink this wine -   

Your Body, Your Blood.  

May they bring us to the fullness of life and light in you forever.  

Be who you are, the Body of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God/de…
Communion Meditation:  
Becoming What We Pray    James Marchionda OP
1)  When the hungry are fed, the naked are clothed, and children living on 

the street are given a home, when believers truly practice what we pray..

then the world will be transformed…

When the lonely are loved the frightened are freed, and women everywhere are treated equally,  *When believers truly practice what we pray, then the kin-dom of God will be near…
It’s not up to God alone to listen to prayer, it’s not up to God alone to answer,  But when the people of God become what we pray, the kin-dom of God is revealed (2x)
2)  When the nations at war put down all their arms and troops in every country can return to their homes, when our politics embody what we pray, then the world will be transformed..

When respect for the earth is greater than greed and human laws reflect creation’s dignity,   When believers truly practice what we pray, then the kin-dom of God will be near…
It’s not up to God alone to listen to prayer, it’s not up to God alone to answer,  But when the people of God become what we pray, the kin-dom of God is revealed (2x)
3)  When religion is true to God’s living word and preaches love and mercy over other concerns, when the churches truly practice what we preach then the world will be transformed..

When our tolerance grows beyond all our fears and we view one another as the image of God,   When believers truly practice what we pray, then the kin-dom of God will be near…
It’s not up to God alone to listen to prayer, it’s not up to God alone to answer,  But when the people of God become what we pray, the kin-dom of God is revealed (2x)
James V. Marchionda, Text and Music ©2007, World Library Publications. 

Recorded on Family, Friends, & God  (WLP 008421) 
Prayer After Communion:
P:  God of Justice, we have been fed at the Table with the bread of heaven. Give us this food always, that it may strengthen the love in our hearts, give us the strength and courage to apply actions to our words  and to inspire us to continued service to you through our service to others, especially those displaced from their homes. We make our prayer this day and always, now and forever.
All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements … 

Blessing/ Dismissal
P:  Let us lift our heads and receive God’s blessing: 
Empowered by the Creative Spirit, we go forth to be proclaimers of the Word 

     and witnesses to the ends of the earth.

We do not go alone…

we go within the love and peace of +the Creator in whose image we are made, 

and of the Eternal Word, Everlasting Wisdom, who speaks to us today,

and of the Holy Spirit who gifts and empowers us,

All:  The Love and Peace of Christ be in us and with us all.  
P:  This Eucharist is ended.  Let our service begin.
All:  Thanks be to God/de!
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