
Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sunday, August 28, 2022 – 10:00 a.m. CST
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Gathering
P: 
Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One:

Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  All: Amen.    
Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:   
V1:   In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  
Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. You may acknowledge the land where you are located.  

We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Opening Song – 
A Place at the Table
For everyone born, a place at the table,

for everyone born, clean water and bread,

a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,

for everyone born, a star overhead,
For woman and man, a place at the table,

revising the roles, deciding the share,

with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,

for woman and man, a system that's fair,  
          R:  and God will delight when we are creators

                of justice and joy, 

                yes, God will delight when we are creators

                of justice, justice and joy!
For young and for old, a place at the table,

a voice to be heard, a part in the song,

the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,

for young and for old, the right to belong,  
For just and unjust, a place at the table,

abuser, abused, with need to forgive,

in anger, in hurt, a mindset of mercy,

for just and unjust, a new way to live,  R.
For everyone born, a place at the table,

to live without fear, and simply to be,

to work, to speak out, to witness and worship,

for everyone born, the right to be free,  R.
                
Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b.1931, © 1998 Hope Publishing Co.

Tune: Lori True, b. 1961, © 2001, GIA Publications, Inc.
Prayer for Wholeness:
V2:  
Holy Fountain of rest and healing, we are a scattered people,

a few who come to celebrate the joy of being called by you,

a tiny band in the midst of a nation busy with its own affairs.
For the times we have been too busy to listen to your voice welling up in unexpected places.

For the times we neglected to respond to the voice we heard calling us to be your presence.

For the times we made our interest more important than the needs of your little ones.
All:  We ask that your healing waters purify us and create us anew.
Song of Praise (Please be on mute for all songs)
Glory To God/de Most High        Missa Del Mundo, Jesse Manibusan
Glory! Glory to God/de! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God/de! Glory to God/de most high!
O God/de, Holy One, almighty God and Father (Mother); 

we worship you we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory!
O Lord (God) Jesus Christ, Holy One Redeemer.

Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world!
You alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord (our God).

You alone are the Most High God with the Spirit in the glory of God!
Opening Prayer
P: 
Gracious One of Open Arms and Open Heart, your table of abundance is spread for all to come and be welcomed and fed.  Open the sacred space within us that we may join you in proclaiming your message of abundance among those whom we meet along the road of life. Let us walk in integrity of heart following the path you set before us and be bearers of your good news by our deeds as well as our words.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Christ. 
All:  Amen
LITURGY OF THE WORD ​
First Reading: Sirach 3:17-18, 20-22, 28-29 (Inclusive Catholic Bible)
V3: 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Sirach
My children, be gentle in all you do, 

and you will be loved by the blessed. 

The bigger you become, the more you should humble yourself, 

and you will find favour with God; 

for as great as God’s power is, 

it is to the humble that God’s secrets are revealed. 

Don’t pry into things beyond your circumstances, 

or delve into what is beyond your limits. 

Know what you can and can’t take on; 

don’t fret about what is hidden. 

Don’t trouble yourself with things beyond you, 

or when shown things beyond human comprehension. 

The reasonable take proverbs to heart; 

every sage is a good listener. 

Just as water douses flames, 

so charitable giving atones for sins.
My child, carry out your business with humility, 

and you will be better loved than a lavish giver.

The greater you are, the humbler you must be, 

and you will find favor with God. 

For great is the power of God, 

but it is by the humble that God is glorified. 
Do not seek out things that are beyond your scope. 

Do not scrutinize things that are beyond your power. 

Whatever gifts are committed to your care, attend to them. 

Neither worry about, nor meddle in, what is not yours, 

what you cannot control. 
For the disease of the proud, there is no cure, 

like the off-shoot of a rotted root. 

A sensible person will take a proverb to heart. 

To listen keenly is the desire of the wise.
The Word of Wisdom. 
All:  Thanks be to God.
Psalm 68: 5-11
Refrain:
The women, the women proclaim God’s Word

The women proclaim God’s Word.
The Beloved is a loving mother to those in need,

..a tender father to children without family.

A holy dwelling to all who are bereft

..God gives a home to the forsaken.

God leads prisoners out to freedom

..but those who run from Love live in a parched land.  R.
Beloved, you go out before your people

..You lead us through the desert

You provide abundant showers

..You are ever present to us

God of all creation

..You are here…God of all.  R.  
You restore your heritage

.. when we languish, You refresh your weary land.

Your flock finds a dwelling

..in your goodness You provide for those in need.

You announce your Word

..and the women who proclaim it are a mighty throng.  R. 
Second Reading: James 2:1-4, 14-17 (First Nations Version)
V4:  A Reading from He Leads the Way, (James) a sacred servant of the Great Spirit and our Honoured Chief, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One:

My sacred family members, as you trust in our bright and shining 

Honoured Chief, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One, 

do not treat one person better than another. 

Let us say someone comes into your sacred gathering 

wearing fine clothes and costly jewelry, 

and some poor person comes in dressed in rags. 

Then you give more honour to the one wearing fine clothes, saying, 

“Come, sit here in this honoured place,” 

but you say to the one dressed in rags, 

“Go, stand over there,” or “Sit here on the floor where people lay their feet.” 

If you treat people in this way, 

have you not decided that some among you are better than others 

and acted like crooked council members with bad hearts? 
What good is it, my sacred family members, if a man says “I have faith,” 

but he has no deeds to show for it? 

Can that kind of “faith” set him free and make him whole? 

If a family member or any human being has no clothes to wear 

or no food to eat, and you say, “Go in peace, stay warm, and eat well,”

but fail to give what is needed, what good have you done? 
In the same way, without deeds, faith in itself is dead. 
Receive the Sacred Word.  
All:  Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation (Please be on mute for all songs)  

Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Alleluia!  May our hearts feel Your Word;

Alleluia!  May our lives make it heard!
Gospel:  Luke 14:1, 7-14 (First Nations Version)
V5:  The Good Story as told by Shining Light (Luke, First Nations Version)
On a Day of Resting, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) was invited to the house of a headman of the

Separated Ones (Pharisees) for a meal. All were keeping their eyes on him. 
He noticed how the invited guests had chosen the best seats at the table, so he gave them some wise counsel. 
If you are invited to a wedding feast, do not sit in the best seats, 

for someone with greater honour may be invited. 

Then the host will come to you and say, ‘Give your seat to this person.’ 

Then, hanging your head, you will have to take the lowest seat. 

Instead, take the lowest seat and the host may say to you,

‘Friend, come and sit in the seat of honour.’ 

You will then be honoured in the eyes of all the guests.” 
Creator Sets Free looked around the table at all the guests. 

He said to them, “The ones who put themselves above others will be brought down, 

but all who humble themselves will be lifted up.” 
Creator Sets Free then turned to the headman who had invited him and said, 

“When you have a feast, do not invite only your friends, relatives, 

and the ones with many possessions, who can repay you. 

Instead invited the poor, the blind, and the crippled, who cannot repay you. 

Then you will be honoured when the good-hearted ones are brought back to life again.”
Receive The Good Story.
All:  Praise to you Creator Sets Free, the Chosen One.
Homily & Sharing 
Creed
- Adapted from United Church Alternate Creed


V6: We are not alone, we live in God/de’s world.
We believe in God/de:

    who has created and is creating,

    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

    to reconcile and make new,

    who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God/de. 
We are called to be the Body of Christ:

    to celebrate God/de’s presence,

    to live with respect in Creation,

    and to love and serve others.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God/de is with us.





 
Prayers of the People
P:  In confidence we voice our prayers today. 
Response:  Gracious God/de, you hear our prayer.

V7: For the people of God/de, called to be co-workers in spreading the good news of love and justice, we pray: R./ 
For all victims of war and violence in places throughout the world, especially Ukraine; for all who are displaced from their homeland and seek refuge among us, we pray: R./ 
For the children: those who never came home from residential schools; those in refugee camps; those who are enslaved as soldiers, factory workers, or sex workers; those who are ill; and those suffering because of poverty and any other injustices, we pray: R./ 
For all people seeking truth and reconciliation, and striving to live in right relationship with people everywhere and all of creation, that they do so with honour, respect and integrity, we pray: R./ 
For those who are seeking help physically, emotionally, or spiritually; and for those with the ability to support them, we pray:  R./
For the women who are in Rome at this time advocating for a place at the table of leadership in the church and the full inclusion of women in all ministries, we pray: R./ 
For the intentions of this community: those mentioned in the chat and the Bulletin Board, and for those we hold in the silence of our hearts . . . (pause) . . .  we pray: R./ 
P:  Spirit of God/de, your presence is all around us.  May we continue your work of gracious hospitality in the broken places of our world. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who has shown us the way.  All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Presentation of Gifts   
P:    Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and symbol of all the labours and all the suffering of the world.  They will become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. 
All:  Blessed be God/de forever.
P:  
God/de of Life and Love, receive these gifts we offer you in praise and thanksgiving for the good of all your people.
Preface:
V8:  Creator God/de, we come before you, this Sunday in Summertime, when even in the light of the season our world knows darkness and chaos. We remember how, in the beginning of creation, your energy burst forth from darkness. “Let there  be Light!” And light was.  From the abyss, meaning and hope emerged. 
God/de of vision, open our eyes to behold in the chaos the life that unfolds; and see before us your promise as announced by the prophets and sages of old. 
We proclaim to the heavens the chorus of hope long-sung by the ancients and here echoed:
Holy, Holy: (Please be on mute for all songs) Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; 








words: Sophia 2016


Holy, holy, Holy One,  God/de of wonder and joy.


Heaven and earth your presence revealed, 


Holy, Holy, Holy, One.


Bless’d the One who comes in your name;


Bless’d the One as Brother we claim;


Bless’d our God/de forever to reign;


Holy, Holy, Holy One.
Eucharistic Prayer
V9: 
Creative God/de, source of life and possibility, 


gentle touch to the fragile membrane of life;


caring gardener of the wet seed in the dark earth;


Watchful guardian of erupting evolution, 


and loving mother to the pain and joy of childbirth, 


we open wide our hearts to receive your silent presence.
(Extend hands over gifts)
V10: Spirit of wind and fire come upon the gifts we present; 


bread from the grain and wine of the grape, 
the harvest to be won by today’s labours,  
all the things which today will increase and all those that will diminish or die,
that they may become for us the nurturing food of this communion table. 

On the night before he faced his own death, Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends. He reminded them of all that he taught them, and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 
P: 
When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:  
All:  Take and eat; / this is my very self being given for you.
P:    Then taking the cup of wine, crushed from the grapes of nature, 


Jesus spoke the blessing and offered it to them saying:
All: Take and drink of the cup of the covenant / made new again / through my life in you.              Whenever you remember me like this, / I am among you.
Acclamation: 
(Please be on mute for all songs) 

Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V11: Gathered round this table of remembrance,


we ask that we be transformed by the power of your creative Spirit,


so that we share this sacred meal with humility 


and serve our brothers and sisters with joy.
V12: In union with all your holy ones from ancient days, 


we remember our beloved dead, 


all those who suffer physical, emotional, mental or spiritual pain, 


and all citizens in our world who are aching for justice and peace.
V13: May we spare neither time nor effort to give generously, 


to live tenderly, and to act in justice and compassion; 


thus helping to build up the Reign of God/de where hatred is diminished, 


poverty eradicated, and all people can live in equality, love and peace.
P:
This prayer we make to the God/de who nurtures and sustains, 


in the name of Jesus the Risen Christ:


Through him, with him and in him, in oneness with the Sacred Spirit,


all glory and honour is yours, Most Holy One, now and forever.
Amen: (Please be on mute for all songs) 

Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God/de forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus (Please be on mute for all songs)

Abba of Jesus  Winter Name of God/de                    Michael Joncas
Abba of Jesus, our God/de in heaven. 

How holy do we hold the name you bear!    

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; 

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God/de in heaven, 

give us this day the bread we need to live.  

Do not remember our sins against you;

forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.  

Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace:
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you. 

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.

All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Pas, la paix, Peace.     Chime 
Invitation to the Table:
P:    With faith in you, Christ Jesus, we eat the bread and drink the wine: Your Body, Your Blood.  
All:  You make us worthy to receive you.  
P:     The gifts of God for the People of God/de.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Communion Meditation 
Loving and Forgiving Ps 103 … Inclusive Revision
Refrain:
Loving and forgiving are You, O God

Slow to anger, rich in kindness, loving and forgiving are you
All my being bless our God, all creation praise God’s name
All my being, bless the One Whose goodness and mercy abound. R
God forgives us all our sins, healing those who live in pain

Saving us from final death God fills us with goodness and love, R
Good and gracious is our God, slow to anger, rich in love

God remembers not our sins, forgiving and loving is God. R
As heaven soars above the earth, so great the love of God for us

As far as east is from the west, our God restores wholeness to all. R
Scott Soper, b.1961: Text & Music: ©1992, Published by OCP Publications 
Prayer after Communion
V14: Loving Creator and Intimate Friend,  

You have fed us this day with your holy Word and life-giving Bread.  May we continue to discern your calls in life, family, community, and in the movements of our hearts. In the company of Mary, truly our sister, inspire us to be open to your Spirit as we live into the fullness of your kin-dom of peace.  We make this prayer in all your holy names.  All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements

Blessing/ Dismissal 
P:    As we go from this place and embrace the challenges before us, we ask for the blessing of the Divine Holy One: for strength to seek justice, for wisdom to care for all creatures, for love to bring forth new life, for courage to speak up for those oppressed.  All:  Amen.
P: 
May the sacred meal we shared strengthen us to hunger for justice as we go to be witnesses of hope in the name of + Creator, Word and Spirit.
All: Thanks be to God! 
All are welcome to stay a bit and visit. 
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