
Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Sunday, August 14, 2022 – 10:00 a.m. CST
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Gathering
P: 
Dear Family of Faith, come: Be gathered in the heart of the Divine Holy One:

Source of Life, Love Incarnate and Abiding Wisdom.  All: Amen.    Chime
Acknowledgement of Territory:   
V:   In the Spirit of Truth and Reconciliation we Acknowledge the Land and the Territory on which we live.  For thousands of years, Indigenous people walked the lands of Turtle Island; relationship with the land is at the centre of their lives and spirituality.  
Here in Regina, we are gathered on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. You may acknowledge the land where you are located.  

We acknowledge our responsibilities as settlers and treaty people:  that solidarity with our indigenous relatives with whom we share this sacred trust requires active participation in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
Opening Song – Where Your Treasure Is  Marty Haugen
R.
Where your treasure is there your heart shall be.


All that you possess will never set you free.


Seek the things that last; come and learn from me.


Where your treasure is your heart shall be.
1. What do you gain from all your worry,  What you should eat or what to wear?  

There is no peace in stress or hurry. Do you not know that you are held within God’s care?  R.
2.
Look at the ravens high above you.  They do not work their whole life through,

And yet God feeds them and protects them.  

So how much more will God protect and care for you?  R.
3.
Behold the lilies in their splendor.  In grace and beauty are they dressed,

And yet so soon their bloom is faded.

So how much more will those who look to God be blessed?  R.
4.
Do not fear, little flock, for God delights to give you the blessed reign of God.

Give your possessions to the needy;  Gain a treasure that will not fade.  R.
Prayer for Wholeness:
V:  
Holy Fountain of rest and healing, we are a scattered people,

a few who come to celebrate the joy of being called by you,

a tiny band in the midst of a nation busy with its own affairs.
For the times we have been too busy to listen to your voice welling up in unexpected places.

For the times we neglected to respond to the voice we heard calling us to be your presence.

For the times we made our interest more important than the needs of your little ones.
All:  We ask that your cleansing fire purify us and create us anew.
Song of Praise 

Gloria, gloria in excelsis Deo.


Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia.  (2x)
Opening Prayer
P: 
Gracious One of Open Arms and Open Heart, open the sacred space within us that we may hear you calling us to proclaim your message of abundance among those whom we meet along the road of life. Let us walk in integrity of heart following the path you set before us and be bearers of your good news by our deeds as well as our words.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Christ.  All: Amen.
LITURGY OF THE WORD ​
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 38:1-10 (Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. 

…

The Word of the prophet Jeremiah. 
All:  Thanks be to God.
Psalm 40  - Here I Am. 
R.  Here I Am God, here I am. I come to do your will.
1.   Long was I waiting for God, and then you heard my cry.

It was she who taught this song to me, a song of praise to God. R.
2.   You asked me not for sacrifice., for slaughtered goats or lambs.

No, my heart, you gave ears to hear you, then I said, “Here I am.” R.
3.   You wrote it in the scrolls of law what you have me do.

Doing that is what has made me happy, your law is in my heart. R.
4.   I spoke before your holy people, the good news that you save.

Now you know that I will not be silent, I’ll always sing your praise. R.
Text: Psalm 40; Music: Rory Cooney, 

© 1961, 1991 North American Liturgy Resources

Published by OCP Publications
SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:1-3 (Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)
 A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.

… 

Receive the Sacred Word.  
All: Thanks be to God/de.
Gospel Acclamation:  

Sung by All: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
GOSPEL:  Luke 12:49-53 (First Nations Version)
The Good Story as told by Shining Light (Luke, First Nations Version)
All:  Glory to you O God/de.
… 
Receive The Good Story.
All:  Praise to you Creator Sets Free, the Chosen One.
Homily & Sharing 

Creed
- Adapted from United Church Alternate Creed


All:  We are not alone, we live in God/de’s world.
We believe in God/de:

    who has created and is creating,

    who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,

    to reconcile and make new,

    who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God/de. 
We are called to be the Body of Christ:

    to celebrate God/de’s presence,

    to live with respect in Creation,

    and to love and serve others.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 

God/de is with us.






 
Prayers of the People
P:  In confidence we voice our prayers today.  For whom or for what shall we pray…

Response:  Gracious God/de, you hear our prayer.

Spirit of God/de, you bring both peace and fire to our hearts; help us to see your presence all around us.  Teach us how to challenge and affirm one another in a spirit of harmony, so that we may continue your work in the world with generosity, faithfulness, and joy. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who has shown us the way.  All:  Amen.
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
Presentation of Gifts
P:    Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and symbol of all the labours and all the suffering of the world.  They will become for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. 
All:  Blessed be God/de forever.
P:  
God/de of Life and Love, receive these gifts we offer you in praise and thanksgiving for the good of all your people.
Preface:
V:  Creator God/de, we come before you, this Sunday in Summertime, when even in the light of the season our world knows darkness and chaos. We remember how, in the beginning of creation, your energy burst forth from darkness. “Let there  be Light!” And light was.  From the abyss, meaning and hope emerged. 
God/de of vision, open our eyes to behold in the chaos the life that unfolds; and see before us your promise as announced by the prophets and sages of old. 
We proclaim to the heavens the chorus of hope long-sung by the ancients and here echoed:
(Sung) All:  Holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name.


And holy, holy, holy is God/de’s name.
Eucharistic Prayer
V: 
Creative God/de, source of life and possibility, 


gentle touch to the fragile membrane of life;


caring gardener of the wet seed in the dark earth;


Watchful guardian of erupting evolution, 


and loving mother to the pain and joy of childbirth, 


we open wide our hearts to receive your silent presence.
(Extend hands over gifts)
V: 
Spirit of wind and fire come upon the gifts we present; 


bread from the grain and wine of the grape, 


that they may become for us the nurturing food of this communion table. 

On the night before he faced his own death, Jesus sat at supper with his companions and friends. He reminded them of all that he taught them, and to fix that memory clearly with them, he bent down and washed their feet. 
P: 
When he returned to his place at the table, he lifted the bread, spoke the blessing, broke the bread and offered it to them saying:  
All:  Take and eat; / this is my very self being given for you.
P:    Then taking the cup of wine, crushed from the grapes of nature, 


Jesus spoke the blessing and offered it to them saying:
All: Take and drink of the cup of the covenant / made new again / through my life in you.              Whenever you remember me like this, / I am among you.
(Sung)  All:  When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 


 you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
V:   Gathered round this table of remembrance,


we ask that we be transformed by the power of your creative Spirit,


so that we share this sacred meal with humility 


and serve our brothers and sisters with joy.
V:
In union with all your holy ones from ancient days, 


we remember our beloved dead, 


all those who suffer physical, emotional, mental or spiritual pain, 


and all citizens in our world who are aching for justice and peace.
V:   May we spare neither time nor effort to give generously, 


to live tenderly, and to act in justice and compassion; 


thus helping to build up the Reign of God/de where hatred is diminished, 


poverty eradicated, and all people can live in equality, love and peace.
P:
This prayer we make to the God/de who nurtures and sustains, 


in the name of Jesus the Risen Christ:


Through him, with him and in him, in oneness with the Sacred Spirit,


all glory and honour is yours, Most Holy One, now and forever.
(Sung)  All:  Bless our God/de forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Mass of Louves de Deu, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Prayer of Jesus: (translated from Aramaic directly into English, rather than from Aramaic to Greek to Latin to English)
All:  O Cosmic Birther of all radiance and vibration,

Soften the ground of our being and carve out a space within us 

where your Presence can abide.

Fill us with your creativity so that we may be empowered 

to bear the fruit of your mission.

Let each of our actions bear fruit in accordance with your desire.

Endow us with the wisdom to produce and share what each being needs 

to grow and flourish.

Untie the tangled threads of destiny that bind us, 

and may we release others from the entanglements of past mistakes.

Do not let us be seduced by that which would divert us from our true purpose, 

but illuminate the opportunities of the present moment.

For you are the ground and the fruitful vision, the birth, power, and fulfillment, 

as all is gathered and made whole once again.

And so it is!
Prayer for Peace:
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.

May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Myr, Pas, la paix, Peace.     Chime 
Invitation to the Table:
P:    With faith in you, Christ Jesus, we eat the bread and drink the wine: Your Body, Your Blood.  
All:  You make us worthy to receive you.  
P:     The gifts of God for the People of God/de.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Communion Meditation –  Come and Follow Me                                              GC2 677
Text & Tune: Tom Franzak, b.1954; acc. by Gerard Chiusano, b.1953 © 1997  GIA  Publications
Come, be my light, be my voice to the nations.  Be my hands, be my heart for the world.   

Would you go where I go?    Where I lead will you follow? 

Would you leave ev’rything for my sake?        

By the power of the Spirit,  ev’ryone with ears to hear it  will embrace 

the call to love within their heart.
R:  If anyone would come and  follow me,   my disciple you would be.     

Leave the past behind,  seek and you will find   all you’re called to be.     

If anyone would come and follow me,    know the truth will make you free.   

 [ Give and you receive.   .    Trust me and believe.  .  Come and follow me  ]
Go, take your gift  to the poor and the lonely.  As you love  so will I  live in you.         

Will you feed, feed my lambs?    Share your hope with the hopeless?  

Bring new sight to the blind in my name?                
With a towel and a basin,   toward the kin-dom we will hasten,  

through the narrow gate that leads to Calvary.     R:   
Prayer after Communion
V: 
Loving Creator and Intimate Friend,  

You have fed us this day with your holy Word and life-giving Bread.  May we continue to discern your calls in life, family, community, and in the movements of our hearts. In the company of Mary, truly our sister, inspire us to be open to your Spirit as we live into the fullness of your kin-dom of peace.  We make this prayer in all your holy names.  All:  Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements
Blessing/ Dismissal 
P:    As we go from this place and embrace the challenges before us, we ask for the blessing of the Divine Holy One: for strength to seek justice, for wisdom to care for all creatures, for love to bring forth new life, for courage to speak up for those oppressed.  All:  Amen.
P: 
May the sacred fire kindled in our hearts burn with a passion for justice as we go in peace to be witnesses of hope in the name of + Creator, Word and Spirit.
All: Thanks be to God! 
Closing Song:  Canticle of the Turning
My soul cries out with a joyful shout

That the God of my heart is great,

And my spirit sings of the wondrous things

That you bring to the one who waits.

You fixed your sight on the servant's plight,

And my weakness you did not spurn,

So from east to west shall my name be blest.

Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn.

Wipe away all tears,

For the dawn draws near,

And the world is about to turn.
Though I am small, my God, my all,

You work great things in me.

And your mercy will last from the depths of the past

To the end of the age to be.

Your very name puts the proud to shame,

And those who would for you yearn,

You will show your might, put the strong to flight,

For the world is about to turn. (Refrain)
From the halls of power to the fortress tower,

Not a stone will be left on stone.

Let the king beware for your justice tears

Every tyrant from his throne.

The hungry poor shall weep no more,

For the food they can never earn;

These are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed,

For the world is about to turn. (Refrain)
Though the nations rage from age to age,

We remember who holds us fast:

God's mercy must deliver us

From the conqueror's crushing grasp.

This saving word that our forbears heard

Is the promise that holds us bound,

'Til the spear and rod be crushed by God,

Who is turning the world around. (Refrain)
Paraphrase of Luke 1: 46-58 (Magnificat)

Words: Rory Cooney;

Artists: Rory Cooney/Gary Daigle/Theresa Donohoo; 

©1990 GIA Publications, Inc.
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
FIRST READING - Jeremiah 38:1-10

A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. 

Four high officials heard what Jeremiah was telling the people of Jerusalem: “This is what Your God says: ‘Whoever stays in this city will die by sword, famine, or plague; but whoever goes over to the Babylonians will live. Their lives shall be spared them as spoils of war; they will live. This city will be given into the hands of the army of the ruler of Babylon. Jerusalem will be captured.’” 

Then the officials said to the ruler, “This so-called prophet ought to be put to death! By speaking such words, he is discouraging the soldiers who are left in this city and all the people. He’s not seeking the good of this people, but their ruin.” 

Zedekiah, ruler of Judah, said, “This prophet is in your hands, for I can do nothing to oppose you.” So, they took Jeremiah and threw him into the cistern of Malchiah, the ruler's heir, in the courtyard of the guard, letting Jeremiah down by ropes. There was no water in the cistern, only mud; and Jeremiah sank in the mud. 

But Ebed-Melek, an Ethiopian and a eunuch in the royal palace, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the cistern while the ruler sat powerless in the Benjamin Gate. Ebed-Melek went up to the ruler and said, “I am your servant; you are still my ruler. These officials have done evil to Jeremiah, the prophet. They have thrown him into a cistern where he will starve to death. There is no longer any bread in the city.” 

The ruler then commanded Ebed-Melek, the Ethiopian, “Take three of my people with you and lift Jeremiah, the prophet, out of the cistern before he dies.” 

The Word of the prophet Jeremiah. 

Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:1-3 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews.  

Since we are surrounded by so a great a cloud of witnesses, let us cast aside everything that hinders us, all that so easily entangles us! Let us persevere in running the race that lies before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus the Christ, the Leader and Fulfillment of our faith! 

In anticipation of the joy that awaited, Jesus endured the cross, scorning its shame. As the Christ, Jesus now lives, glorified, with God. Consider the extreme opposition Jesus endured, that you also may not grow weary and lose heart. 

The Word of an early church pastor. 

Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49-53 (First Nations Version)
The Good Story attributed to Shining Light (Luke)
All:  Glory to you O God/de
Creator Sets Free (Jesus) knew that his followers were not prepared for the effects his message would have on their nation and what would soon happen to him in the Sacred Village of Peace (Jerusalem).
While speaking many things to the disciples and the crowds, Creator Sets Free said: 

“I came down from above to ignite a fire on this land, and how I long for it to burn! But I have a purification ceremony with fire to accomplish—and I am desperate to finish it! 

Do you look to me to bring peace to this land? No!  I tell you, first there will be great conflict. The message I bring will pierce like the blade of a long knife.  It will separate family members. 

A family of five will take sides, three against two and two against three. Fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, uncles and nephews, aunties and nieces.  They will fight like enemies, all because of me and my message.” 

Receive The Good Story.
All:  Praise to you Creator Sets Free, the Chosen One.
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