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July 23, 2023 - 11:00 a.m. CST

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time/Feast of Mary of Magdala  

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY
Welcome/Introductions:

Greeting
P:  Dear Family of Faith, Come – Be gathered in the Heart of Love as we worship in the name of the Holy One – + Source of All Being, Eternal Word and Spirit of Wisdom.   
All: Amen.
Territory Acknowledgement: 
V:   Wherever we are, we are on holy ground: Turtle Island, the sacred, traditional and unceded lands of Indigenous Peoples; land taken by colonial powers under the ideology of the “Doctrine of Discovery” which is known in Canada as, “the underlying title of the Crown.”*
Indigenous wisdom regards the land and all creatures it has birthed as one. Indigenous peoples offered to share it responsibly with newcomers and settler populations. Treaties made were often broken.  In Regina we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  You may silently acknowledge the land where you are.
Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community acknowledges the oneness of Indigenous people with the land and share with them in this sacred trust.  With our Indigenous relatives, we can choose to live into the promises of the treaties—to listen to the land, to share and live responsibly with the land and the peoples of the land, and to respect Indigenous cultures and traditional wisdom which hold the possibility for future generations to live sustainably and peacefully together. 
[* The claim to sovereignty by federal governments in Canada and the USA is unfounded. In Canada we call it “The underlying title of the Crown.” (Sylvia McAdam Saysewahum in Listening to Indigenous Voices p. 55).]
Centering Chime
Gathering Song: Eye Has Not Seen   Marty Haugen
R.  Eye has not seen, ear has not heard what God has ready for those who love him;   Spirit of love, come, give us the mind of Jesus, teach us the wisdom of God.

1. When pain and sorrow weigh us down, be near to us, O Lord,
    forgive the weakness of our faith, and bear us up within your peaceful word. R.  

2. Our lives are but a single breath, we flower and we fade,
    yet all our days are in your hands, so we return in love what love has made. R.

3. To those who see with eyes of faith, the Lord is ever near,
    reflected in the faces of all the poor and lowly of the world.  R.
 
4. We sing a mystery from the past in halls where saints have trod,
    yet ever new the music rings to Jesus, Living Song of God.  R.

Text: 1 Corinthians 2:9-10. Text & Tune: Marty Haugen, b.1950

© 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.
Prayer for Wholeness:
P:  
We journey in community and strive to be of the same mind as Jesus the Christ, aware of our female ancestors who have made this commitment before us. Renew us in our weak and sometimes faltering efforts to be your witnesses.
All:  May we run to share the Good News of resurrection and renewal. 
V2:  Mary, Apostle to the Apostles, ran to share the resurrection of the Christ with the other disciples.  Like her, may we eagerly share her good news.  
All: May we  run to share the Good News of resurrection and renewal.  
Like Judith, may we not doubt God’s promises, but continue to call upon God/de to help us, wait for deliverance and fully embrace that whatever happens our voices are heard and we are in God/de’s hands.
All: May we  run to share the Good News of resurrection and renewal.  
May people of the kin-dom grow in their celebration and understanding of the richness of women in their rightful place in the church, as priests, prophets, and leaders. 
All: May we  run to share the Good News of resurrection and renewal. 
P:   God of mercy and compassion, you offer us forgiveness where we have fallen short of your desires for us to be your witnesses and when we have been afraid to speak truth to power.  Thank you for the inspiration to live our lives in sincerity and truth.
All:  Amen. 
Song of Praise:
GLORY TO GOD MOST HIGH        Missa del Mundo, Jesse Manibusan
Glory! Glory to God! Glory in the highest!

Glory! Glory to God! Glory to God most high!  Repeat 2x
Opening Prayer: 
P:    Mary, Watchtower, pillar of courage. Watch over us as we listen attentively to the voices of women, who like you, bear a truthful witness to Christ’s resurrection. Appointed with a distinct purpose to preach the most important news of all time: Be with us now as we summon your courage, tenacity, faithfulness, and greatness. 
Help us return to the traditions of the early Church you helped to build. Help us journey in a spirit of Synodality toward the likeness of a Church your friend Jesus intended. Help us become fully adopted to the Holy Spirit, abiding always in the will of God with softened hearts and open ears. We make our prayers through Jesus, our brother. 
All:  Amen
LITURGY OF THE WORD
P:   We listen to the voice of the Beloved.
1st Reading: A Reading from the Book of Judith 8:2-17 (abbreviated) 
V1:
Judith's husband died when she was still young. She maintained her bereavement for three years and four months. She built a small tent on the roof of her house and lived there, wearing sackcloth. 
Judith was very beautiful and wealthy. She ran her entire estate. No one ever spoke a harsh word about her because she was devout. 
Judith heard the cries of the people of the land. They were weak for lack of water and could no longer defend their village against attackers. She heard what their leader, Uzziah, had said to them, how he promised them under oath to surrender the town to the attackers after five days if God did not deliver them. She invited the village leaders to her home. 
Judith: 

Judith said to them, “Listen to me. You are supposed to be the leaders of the people here; but what you said to the people today was wrong. You should never have sworn before God that you would surrender the village to our enemies if God did not come to our aid in five days. What gives you the right to put God to the test? You can never fathom the depths of the human heart or know what anyone is thinking. Yet you dare to read God’s mind and interpret divine matters?! God cannot be threatened like a human being or won over by pleading like a mere mortal. So, while we wait for deliverance, we must continue to call upon God to help us. Whatever happens, our voices are heard, and we are in God's hands.” 
V2: 

Uzziah then spoke, “This is not the first time you have shown your wisdom. Ever since you were born, people have recognized that you possess keen understanding and integrity. But the people are so thirsty. Pray for us that God will send rain to fill our wells. Then we will no longer be weak from thirst.” 
Judith:
Judith replied: “What I will do tonight will be told for generations to come. God will deliver Israel through me.” 
V1: The Word of a Hellenistic Judean Writer. 
All:  Thanks be to God.

Psalm Response/2nd Reading
Ephpheta  Based on Ephesians     Marty Haugen  
R.  May God grant us a spirit of wisdom and knowledge, may she open the eyes of our hearts, may we know of the hope she has called us to and the vision of her love.
1.  For she chose us to be with her before the world was made. 

She has destined us in love to the purpose of her will. R.  
2.  Oh, the greatness of her power in us who believe; 

May the fullness of her love be the fullness of our lives. R.
3.  We are strangers no longer for we live now in Christ;  

We are members of her house, we are temples of her love. R.
© 1984 by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved
Alleluia 
Gospel –  Gospel of the Beloved Companion: The Complete Gospel of Mary Magdalene, 41:1-42:1
V1: At the end of that week (following the death and resurrection of Jesus), when all the disciples had gathered in the house at Bethany, the Migdalah (Mary of Magdala) came to them and told them what she had seen and what Yeshua had said.
But they were grieved and wept greatly, saying, “How are we to go among all peoples and preach the Good News of the Kin-dom, -  the hope for humanity that our Teacher embodied?  They didn’t spare his life, so why should they spare ours?”
V2: Then the Migdalah stood up, embraced them all, and raising her right hand, said to them all:  “Only from the truth I tell you, do not remain in sorrow and doubt, for his grace and that of the one who sent him will be entirely with you and protect you.  Instead of lamenting his loss, let us praise his greatness!  He has prepared us for this.  He is calling upon us to become fully human.” 
V1:  When the Migdalah said this, she turned their hearts toward the Good, and they began to discuss the meaning of Yeshua’s words.
Shimon Kefa (Peter) said to the Migdalah, “Sister we know that he loved you more than any other. Tell us the words of the Rabbi, which you remember, which you know and understand, but we do not, nor have we heard them.”
V2: The Migdalah answered. “What is hidden from you I will proclaim to you.”  And she began to speak to them the words that Yeshua had given her.
Now I Am Revealing  Richard Bruxvoort Colligan 
Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    

Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    
Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.

Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.
Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    

Now I am revealing new things to you, revealing new things to you,    
Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.

Things hidden and unknown to you, created just now, this very moment.
Abbey of the Arts 

Monk in the World: Songs for Contemplative Living
Homily & Sharing
Profession of Faith
P: 
We pause for a moment in silence and make a personal act of faith: Put into words what you believe, in your heart of hearts about God/de, about Jesus, the Holy Spirit and what it means to be Church… And to this we all say: 

 All: 
Amen.
 
Prayers of the Community
P:  Mindful of the bounteous gifts of the Divine Holy, we join our voices with Mary as we proclaim as Woman Wisdom does, You who listen to Me will have inner strength, and will live in peace, without fear. 
All:  You who listen to Me will have inner strength, and will live in peace, without fear. 
V:  We pray for all those who have responded to God/de’s call to proclaim your good news and serve the people of Christ, particularly, Lynn Lavictorie, who will be ordained to the diaconate on September 9th, Bishop Jane who is celebrating the 5th Anniversary of episcopal ordination, and all those discerning their calls to be your witnesses.  R./
Bless all those who serve in governments, militaries, and corporations.  May they be good stewards of the roles entrusted to them remembering the needs of those who are marginalized and of our mother, the Earth. R./
We pray for all those who are displaced because of war, violence, or weather. May they find a place of rest and respite from the daily strife of their lives, and a welcome in countries that have the resources to care for them.  R./ 
As we listen to the voices of Woman Wisdom, Mary of Magdala, and women who, through the generations, have served to bring peace, love, and understanding to the people of God/de, we pray for the women who are delegates to the Synod in Rome in October.  R./
We pray for those who have died, especially Lucille Durocher and Len Sheldon,  the intentions of all those here present, those who pray with us through this shared worship aid, and all the intentions listed on our community bulletin board. R./
P:   Special needs we pray for (pause)
God of all, we turn to you who are loving and who always hears us. Help us to hear you and help us to speak justice and love in all of our ways. We pray to you through your Son Jesus and in the unity of the Holy Spirit. All:  Amen. 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
    (We lift together our gifts of  bread and wine)
We offer our gifts
P:    Blessed are you, Most Holy One, Source of Life and Love

through your goodness we have received these gifts of bread and wine

which we now offer to you; Fruit of the earth and work of our hands.

They will become the bread of life for us and our spiritual drink. 
All: Bless this bread and bless this wine,

the wheat and the grape,

the farmer and the harvest,

the seed and the sower.
P:  Ever-gentle God, may this offering of our lives and our friendship 

be acceptable to you. 
Let it transform our lives and fill us with hope. 

We ask this through our brother, Jesus.  
All:  Amen.
P:    God/de is with us!    

All:  We are not alone!
P:    Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
All: We open our hearts to God and to one another. 
V:   Creator of All Life, we come before you in celebration of Mary of Magdala, our matron and guide. Open our eyes to see the promise you set before us, announced by the prophets and sages of old and proclaimed by Mary, the Apostle to the Apostles.  With the angels and saints of all the ages we sing your praises:
Holy, Holy: Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; Words: Sophia 2016
 Holy, holy, Holy One,  God/de of wonder and joy.

 Heaven and earth your presence revealed, 

 Holy, Holy, Holy, One.

 Bless’d the One who comes in your name;

 Bless’d the One as Brother we claim;

 Bless’d our God/de forever to reign;


 Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V:  Holy One of All Ages, through the seasons of our lives, we struggle to know you; we wrestle with questions and doubts and what it means to be faithful, to lose our lives to save them, to take up our crosses and follow you.
 
V:   We hold fast to all that is good and true, but even so, we sometime cause hurt; we betray others, and we are not faithful to our best selves. We long to know your saving presence with us, especially when life challenges us to be brave and wise. We look for ways forward out of sadness and pain, for ourselves and for all people. Like Jesus’ disciples, after he had gone from them, we look for signs of your love and strength, signs of life’s deep meaning and goodness.
 
P:    In faith, we find those signs in the gifts we offer at this table.  We ask your Spirit to + come on them that they become for us, and we for the world, the Body and Blood of Christ.  We remember how, on the night before he died, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying,
All:  “Take, eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
P:    After supper, Creator Sets Free (Jesus) took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
All:  “Drink this, all of you; this is the cup of the new covenant - my blood, poured out for you and for everyone. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”
Acclamation: Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
When we eat this life-giving bread; when we share the wine of our lives; 

you are here alive in our midst; Holy, Holy, Holy One.
V:    May these gifts of bread and wine be signs and substance for us of your presence within us and throughout creation, and may they strengthen us to live with power and compassion in the assurance of your blessing. 
V:    Gathered around this table in friendship with you, with Mary, Mother of Jesus, 

Mary of Magdala, and all the holy friends of God and prophets, may we know our unity in you and be strengthened in our efforts to live into the fullness of your kin-dom.  
V:
Bring our loved ones, (especially Lucille Durocher and Len Sheldon), and all those who have gone before us, into the lasting joy and peace of your presence. In the fullness of time your people will give you glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom your goodness flows.  
P:   
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor be Yours, all-loving God/de:  
Amen: Mass of louvores De Deus, Inca Tradition; words: Sophia 2016
Bless our God/de forever to reign; Amen, Amen, Amen.
Prayer of Jesus:  Abba of Jesus  
Winter Name of God, Michael Joncas
Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven. 

How holy do we hold the name you bear!    

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; 

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven, 

give us this day the bread we need to live.  

Do not remember our sins against you;

forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.  
Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace:
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.


May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All:  Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Mir, Pas, paix, Peace.  Chime, greeting of peace
Invitation to the Table
P:  Filled with the peace we have shared, and in communion with all that is,

      all that was, and all that will be, come and share at this table.
All:  Jesus, your word transforms us and makes us worthy to receive you.

        We are happy to be called to this feast.
P:  Receive who you are:  The Body and Blood of Christ.  All: Amen.
Communion Meditation 
I Long  For You  (Ps.63)       Mike Balhoff, Gary Daigle, Darryl Ducotte
R. I long for you, O God. With all my soul I  thirst for you.
1. God, my God, it is you I seek; for you my soul is thirsting.


Like a dry and weary land .. my spirit longs for you.  R.
2. I have sought your presence, God; to see your power and glory;


For  your love means more than life;  I shall sing your praise.  R.
3. Thus will I bless you while I live, and I will call your na - - me,

As with the riches of a feast .. my soul is filled by you.  R.
4. Through the night I remember you .. for you have been my saviour.

In the shadow of your wings .. I will shout for joy.  R.
R.  I long for you, O God.  With all my soul  I  thirst for you.
     Oh – oh,  my God.
Silent Pause
Closing Prayer - from Binary-Breaking Worship: https://binarybreakingworship.com/category/liturgy/prayer-after-communion/
V:  Words cannot express

the wonder of the Spirit’s gathering power,

the miracle of Christ’s life nourishing us across time and space.
May we who have been fed

enact our gratitude out in the world

by joining the Spirit in Her holy work

of breaking down the boundaries that divide

and building up communities that restore. 
All: Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements

Blessing/ Dismissal
P:
(Invite all to extend hands) 

Abundant and generous Divine Holy One, bless each of us with the courage and faithfulness we need to witness to our call to intimacy with you and to servant leadership in our community, so that a Church where our daughters and sons are equal in ministry becomes a reality.  We ask this in all your holy names and by the power of the Spirit alive within us.    All:  Amen.  
Closing Song
In the Garden   Jn 20: 14-18 (a song of Mary Magdalene)
1.  I come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses; 

and the voice I hear falling on my ear, the Son of God discloses.
R.  And he walks with me and he talks with me, and he tells me I am his own,  and the joy we share as we tarry there none other has ever known.
2.  He speaks and the sound of his voice is so sweet the birds hush their singing, and the melody that he gave to me within my heart my heart is ringing.  R.  
3.  I’d stay in the garden with him though the night around me be falling, but he bids me go;  through the voice of woe his voice to me is calling.  R.  
	Text with refrain: C. Austin Miles, 1868-1946   Music: GARDEN; C. Austin Miles, 1912
Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.



