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Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community

Sunday, July 9, 2023 – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Celebrating Prophetic Obedience and Servant Leadership in a Discipleship of Equals -- 

Anniversaries of +Jane’s Ordinations: 

Priest – July 11, 2015; Bishop – July 21, 2018)

WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY

Welcome & Introductions
Centering Chime
Acknowledging the Territory: 
V1: Wherever we are, we are on holy ground. We stand on Turtle Island, the sacred, traditional and unceded lands of Indigenous Peoples; land taken by colonial powers under the ideology of the “Doctrine of Discovery” which is known in Canada as, “the underlying title of the Crown.”*
In truth, Indigenous wisdom regards the land and all creatures it has birthed as one. Indigenous peoples offered to share it responsibly with newcomers and settler populations. Treaties made were often broken.  In Regina we are on Treaty 4 territory, traditional lands of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota.  You may silently acknowledge the land where you are.
Mary of Magdala Inclusive Catholic Community acknowledges the oneness of Indigenous people with the land and share with them in this sacred trust.  With our Indigenous relatives, we can choose to live into the promises of the treaties—to listen to the land, to share and live responsibly with the land and the peoples of the land, and to respect Indigenous cultures and traditional wisdom which hold the possibility for future generations to live sustainably and peacefully together. 
[* The claim to sovereignty by federal governments in Canada and the USA is unfounded. In Canada we call it “The underlying title of the Crown.” (Sylvia McAdam Saysewahum in Listening to Indigenous Voices p. 55).] 
Opening Song:
THE SUMMONS HYMN ~ John L. Bell, 1987
Prayer of Wholeness
V2:  We pray together that Christ will be our guide as we journey through life.
Response:  May we always be yoked to Jesus. 
May we, like Elisha, burn the yoke of the past to set out on our God/de given paths. R./
Jesus’ yoke does not trap us in fear, it provides a gentle nudge to keep us on our life’s path, so we can fully become the persons we are created to be.  R./
Jesus assures us that his yoke is easy and his burden is light.  May Sophia Wisdom guide us, and in particular those called to ordained ministry, to serve and be served. R./
P:  Gracious Holy One, keep us ever close to you as we seek to serve your people with gracious and generous hearts. R: Amen. 
Song of Praise
Mass Of  Joyful Heart – Steve Angrisano & Tom Tomaszek (Inclusive language adapted)
Refrain:
Glory to God/de in the highest, and peace to all people on earth.

Glory to God/de in the highest, and peace to all people on earth.
1)  O God/de most holy One, almighty God, Creator, we worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory…
2)  …Jesus, the  Christ, beloved Son of the Mother….Lamb of God/de, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;

You are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer…
3)   For You alone are the Holy One, you alone are our God/de, for You alone are the Most High, Jesus the Christ, with the Holy Spirit in the glory of God/de Creator.
Opening Prayer
P:  Gracious and loving God/de, renew us with your love, this day; so that we may be faithful disciples of Jesus who shows us the way to you.  Seal us with the Spirit of your promise. This is our prayer today and always, now and forever.  All: Amen.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD
1st Reading: 1 Kings 19:19-21 (Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)
V3: A Reading from the First Book of Kings.
Elijah left the cave where he was dwelling and set out to the desert of Damascus. He came upon Elisha, from the clan of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen ahead, and Elisha was with the twelfth yoke. Elijah passed by Elisha and threw his cloak over him. 
Elisha left the oxen and ran after Elijah, saying, “Let me kiss my father and mother good-bye, and then I will follow you.” Elijah responded, “Go back then; for what have I demanded of you?” 
Elisha turned away. He took a yoke of oxen and slaughtered them, using the oxen’s wooden yokes for fuel to cook the meat. Elisha gave the meat to the people to eat. Then setting out, and following Elijah, Elisha became Elijah’s disciple. 
The Word of an Israelite Historian. 
All: Thanks be to God.
Psalm Response:  
Wisdom, My Road
1. 
Long before my journey’s start, when in my youth I searched in my heart,  


I would pray for her, wait for her, Wisdom, my road, my goal and my star.
2.  
From the blossom to the seed, long has she filled my cup in need,  


may I cling to her vine, taste of her wine, Wisdom my life, my perfect design.
3.  
When I stretched my hands to the sky, when in despair my soul raised a cry, 


I was saved by her gaze, led in her ways, Wisdom my love, the light of my days.
Text:  based on Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22; Steven C. Warner, b. 1954. 

Tune: Leslie Palmer Barnhart; © 1993, World Library Publications
2nd Reading: Romans 8:9, 14-17 (First Nations Version)
V4:  A Message from Small Man (Paul) to the Sacred Family in Village Of Iron (Rome). 
All those who follow the guidance of Creator’s Spirit are truly Creator’s children.  We must no longer surrender like slaves to the spirit of fear.  The Great Spirit has taken us unto Creator’s family now, and we lift our voices and cry out, “loving Father/Mother!” The Great Spirit talks with our spirit and tells us that we are Creator’s children; and, that we share with the Chosen One in all Creator’s blessings.  But to be honoured with him in the world to come, we must also be willing to suffer with him in this world.
Receive the Sacred Word.
All: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia! Alleluia! Raise the gospel over the earth!

Alleluia! Alleluia! Peace and justice bringing to birth!
Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30 (First Nations Version)
V5:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Gift From Creator Tells the Good Story
All: Glory to you, O God. 
Creator Sets Free (Jesus) said, “Come to me, all you who labour and are burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me. I am gentle and humble of heart, and you will find rest for yourselves. My yoke is easy and My burden, light.” 
Receive the Good News. 
All: Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.
Homily/Breakout Rooms
Profession of Faith
P:  
We pause in silence and make a personal act of faith: put into words what you believe, in your heart of hearts about God, about Jesus, the Holy Spirit and what it means to be “ekklesia.” (Pause)  And to this we all say:  AMEN.
Prayers of the Community
P: 
With confidence in the Risen Christ, who calls us all to be priests, prophets, and servant leaders, we pray: 
ALL: May the call of Christ be heard and answered. 
V6:  We pray for all those who have responded to God/de’s call to serve the people of God/de, particularly our own Jane, celebrating her ordination to the priesthood.  May Sophia Wisdom continue to guide her vocation, we pray:  R./
We pray for those struggling with addiction and patterns of behavior that do not serve us or God/de’s plan for our lives, we pray: R./
We pray for vocations to ordained life.  That God/de will send men and women of good-will to yoke themselves to those who hunger and thirst spiritually, mentally, and physically for the peace of Christ. R./
We pray for all those who are scared, alone, grieving, or feel lost.  May they experience the help and comfort of Christ, walking next to them, yoked in love. R./
We pray that all human beings will find their prophetic voice to shed light on the many injustices in our world, specifically we pray for our brothers and sisters in Ukraine, Central and South America, the indigenous people of our land, and all those who are marginalized by false prophets, we pray: R./
We pray for the intentions of all those here present with us and those intentions listed in the chat…R./
P:  
Christ Jesus, you call us to follow you and lay our burdens on you.  You know our needs even better than we know them ourselves.  Listen to the prayers we made this day and answer them in the abundance of your mercy.  R./ Amen.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
We offer our gifts
P:  
Blessed are you, Most Holy One: through your goodness we have received the bread and wine we offer you: fruit of the earth and symbol of all the labours and all the suffering of the world.  They will be come for us the Bread of Life and the Cup of Blessing. 
All: God/de of Life and Love, receive these gifts we offer you /

 in praise and thanksgiving / for the good of all your people.
P:  
 Christ is Risen! His Spirit is upon us!
All:  Christ is Risen Indeed and is still with us!
P:    
Let us give thanks to God!
All: Thanks and praise to the One who brings life! 
V7: 
Blessed are you, God of seasonal transformation.

In this Summer season, animals thrive, and plants blossom and bear fruit.

The green foliage and fragrant flowers soothe the weary soul,

and the rains refresh our inner being.
  
In the warmth of sunshine, every creature embraces the ritual of play, 

and rejoices in the radiating abundance of life.

With gratitude in our hearts, we lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving

for all creation so richly blessed and adorned:  
Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy One, God/de of mystery, God/de of mirth

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory…hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He Who comes in the name of our God/de,

in the name of our God/de

Hosanna in the Highest, hosanna in the highest.
V8: God of Summer-time, you bring to maturity all that grows and flourishes.

We acclaim your creative energy in the Spirit 

who calls all to life and sustains everything in being.
All: 
That same Spirit blesses our table / 

with the luscious gifts of bread from the grain / and wine from the grape, / symbols that remind us / of the abundance of our loving and nurturing God. /

May they become for us, as we for the world, the Body of Christ.
P:  
On the night Jesus was handed over to suffering and death, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
All:  “Take and eat.  This is my Body, which is given for you. / 

Whenever you eat it, remember me.” 
P:  
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; gave thanks, gave it to them, and said, 
All:  “Take and drink. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, / 

given for you and for all, / for the life of the world. /

Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 
Anamnesis
When we eat this life-giving bread.

When we share the wine of our lives

You are here, alive in our midst.

Holy, Holy, Holy One. 
V9:  Childhood memories inundate our experience 

of summer with the joy and freedom creation offers to all.

Reassured by what we hold gratefully in our hearts,

we look forward in hope, knowing that every promise

will be fulfilled, as you sustain us along the journey of life.
 
May we journey as one people on the pilgrim way of life,

blessed with the guidance and grace of your Spirit who fills us with power 

and guides our footsteps along our way.
V10: Holding in sacred memory all holy ones throughout the ages, 

we cherish all that has nurtured and sustained us.

Our ancestors still call us to work for justice, love and peace 

as we seek to build together a world 

where Summer abundance will be known to all God's creatures.
P:  
In grateful hope we make this prayer in the name of the One who is 

Creator, Liberator, and Holy Spirit, blessing and sustaining our every effort

this day and forever.  
Doxology 
Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen. 
Prayer of Jesus
Abba of Jesus  

Winter Name of God, Michael Joncas
Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven. 

How holy do we hold the name you bear!    

Send forth your kin-dom, your rule upon us; 

your will be done by all your creatures ev’rywhere! 

Abba of Jesus, our God in heaven, 

give us this day the bread we need to live.  

Do not remember our sins against you;

forgive us all as we ourselves learn to forgive.

Abba of Jesus, save us from trial,

and keep your people far from evil ways.  
Yours is the kin-dom, the power, the glory, through endless days.

Abba of Jesus…
Prayer for Peace
P:    Jesus, you gave us your peace and prayed that all would be one in you.


May our prayers for peace ripple throughout the world.
All: 
Shalom, Salaam, Shante, Mir, Pas, la paix, Peace.   Chime
P:  We offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace.
Breaking the Bread  
P:   
Come to me all you who labour 
All:  and I will give you rest. 
P:   
Here at this table we break the Bread of Life.

On this Day of Celebration, we pour the Cup of Promise -

These are Gifts from God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God.
P:    Receive who you are; become what you receive.
All:  We are the Body of Christ!
Communion Song 
Come and Follow Me      
Come, be my light, be my voice to the nations.  Be my hands, be my 
heart for the world.   Would you go where I go?    Where I lead

will you follow? Would you leave    ev’rything for my sake?        

By the power of the Spirit,  ev’ryone with ears to hear it  will embrace 

the call to love within their heart.
Refrain:  If anyone would come and  follow me,     my disciple                                                                                     
you would be.     Leave the past behind,  seek and you will find     

all you’re called to be.     If anyone would come and follow me,       

know the truth will make you free.    [ Give and you receive.                   
Trust me and believe. Come and follow me  ]. 
Go,   take your gift   to the poor and the lonely.  As you love  so will I     

live in you.         Will you feed, feed my lambs?    Share your hope 

with the hopeless?  Bring new sight to the blind in my name?      /           
With a towel and a basin,   toward the kin-dom we will hasten,  

through the narrow gate that leads to Calvary.     Refrain.    
Text & Tune: Tom Franzak, b.1954; acc. By Gerard Chiusano, b.1953 © 1997  GIA    
Sacred Pause
Prayer After Communion
P:  Christ Jesus, we are strengthened by the nourishment we have received in this Eucharist. Keep us ever close to you and to each other. Strengthen us in our commitments to love and serve your people as a discipleship of equals, building the kin-dom of God/de, here and now. All:  Amen.
Announcements
Blessing/Dismissal
P:  St. Teresa of Calcutta, said, “Our vocation, to be beautiful, must be full of thought for others.”  As we go forth, may we listen in silence for the still small voice of Spirit, calling us closer to our God/de and closer to the people we are sent to serve. 
We go in the peace and love of our God: + Creator, Eternal Word and Abiding Spirit. All:  Amen.
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Closing Song:
Women of the Church – Carey Landry
Refrain: 
Women of the church, how rich is your legacy!

Women of the church, how great is your faith!

Women of the church, wellsprings of integrity,

Lead us in the ways of peace!
                  Women Priests – Catacomb of St. Prisca, Rome
1) Women at the foot of the cross,                       

    fearless and truly faithful friends;

    first ones to see the risen Lord of Life and the first to tell good news!
2) Companions and disciples of Jesus, chosen and called by name,

    witnesses of wisdom, weavers of the Word, lead us in the ways of truth.
3) Living signs of service and strength, hands of healing, hearts of love,

    women of vision, voices for the voiceless, lead us in the ways of hope.
4) Women of compassion and care, bearers of God’s life-giving light,

    centred in prayer while working for justice, lead us in the ways of peace.
5) Women martyred in our time, laying down their lives for the poor;          

    prophets of courage who stood with those oppressed help us all to walk your paths.
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Women Bishops – Boston, MA, 2019

Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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