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June 25, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. CST
Eucharistic Celebration - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
(Honouring Diversity and Inclusivity of Divine Creation: 2SLGBTQI+, 

National Indigenous Peoples Day, St. Jean Baptist Day, Canada Day)
WE GATHER AS COMMUNITY 
Introduction/Welcome
P:  We gather this morning on holy ground – literally.  The earth on which we stand is part of Turtle Island and the sacred, traditional land of the Nêhiyawak (neh HEY o wa), Nahkawé (NUK ah way), Nakota, and homeland of the Métis, Lakota, and Dakota. 
We pray:  Come among us, Great Spirit, as we gather in All Your Holy Names, + and pray for all peoples and creatures of Creator God, the world’s needs, the earth’s needs, and our own needs. The Indigenous peoples have helped us remember that all for whom we pray are encompassed in the wheel of life and the four directions.
V:  We face east
We first acknowledge the East direction, the direction of the sunrise and new beginnings. Each new sunrise brings us new light, and new opportunities to grow in wisdom. We ask the Grandmothers and Grandfathers of the East to always place light in our words, and in our hearts, and on our paths. 
The East is the direction of the child, so we pray for the young of the world, that they may grow and live in peace, and become good leaders for our tomorrows. We acknowledge the Eagle, who sits in the East and carries our prayers to the Creator. We acknowledge the colour white, and the White Race that it represents. We acknowledge water, the element of the East. We invite all Eastern spirits of good intent to join us in our liturgy today.
V:  We turn and face south
We now acknowledge the South direction, the direction of summer warmth and abundance. We ask the Grandmothers and Grandfathers of the South to bring us the warm winds of compassion, whose fragrance speaks of distant springs and summer days, to melt the ice that can gather around our hearts, dissolve our fears, melt our hatreds, and kindle our love into flames of true and living realities. 
South is the direction of the woman, and we honour them as the gateways through which our spirits come to earth, and we ask that women everywhere be protected for they are sacred. We acknowledge the colour yellow, and the Yellow Race that it represents. We acknowledge fire, and the warmth that it gives us. We invite all Southern spirits of good intent to join us in our liturgy today.
V:  We turn and face west
We next turn to the West direction, the direction of the setting sun, and of the autumn season. We ask the Grandmothers and Grandfathers of the West to remind us that the end our days is no more sad than the end of a single day, and that the end is often better than the beginning. 
West is the direction of the Elders, and we honour our Elders as the keepers of wisdom and teachers of patience. West is also the direction of our Ancestors, and we proudly acknowledge those who have gone before us, and ask for their guidance so we can live our lives as we should. We acknowledge the colour red, and the Red Race that it represents. We acknowledge cedar, the western medicine, and earth, the western element. We invite all Western spirits of good intent to join us in our liturgy today.
V:  Now we turn and face north:
We now turn to the North, the direction of the winter that covers the Earth with a sparkling crystal carpet above whose deep tranquility every sound is beautiful. We ask the Grandmothers and Grandfathers of the North to temper us with strength to withstand the biting blizzards, yet make us thankful for the beauty which follows and lies deep over the warm Earth in its wake. 
North is the men’s direction, and we honour men as the providers and protectors of the family, and of the nation. We acknowledge the White Bear, who lives in the far North, and honour him for his ability to thrive in harsh conditions, and ask for his strength when we face trials in our lives. We acknowledge the colour black, and the Black Race that it represents. We acknowledge the air, the element of the North. We invite all Northern spirits of good intent to join us in our liturgy today.
V:  We face the center and look up
We now raise our eyes to Father Sky, and to our Creator. As we look upon the day’s infinite blue sky, or admire the countless stars of the night, we are reminded that the Great Spirit is vast, beautiful and majestic beyond all of our knowing or telling. But we are also reminded that the Great Spirit is no further from us than the tilting upwards of our heads and the raising of our eyes. We offer our thanks for all the things of creation, and for being allowed to be a part of it. We offer thanks for the visions and dreams that help us remember who we are, and why we are here, and ask that all people be given this wonderful gift. We ask our Creator to be with us today.
V:  and we look down
We now look downward upon Turtle Island, our source of life. We give thanks to our Mother Earth for all we have: our food, our water, air, shelter, and so many beautiful beings who are our Brothers and Sisters. We ask that we always remain aware that we are all interconnected in the web of life, for there are too many who are blind to this fact. 
As our Mother, the Earth has shown us much patience in our greed and thoughtlessness, but we now know better. We ask for the strength to defend Mother Earth when she needs it, as any grown child should defend their mother. We promise to always walk softly upon her face, for underneath our feet are the roots of the trees, the flowers and the grasses, and there can be no greater aspiration than to strive for a deep respect and connection with all our relatives.
V:  and we must also look within
Finally, we look within, and acknowledge and honour our own spirits. We often don’t consider ourselves to be of value or to be important, but we are. The Creator, the Great Spirit, is in all of us. We are an essential part of life. We are life in action, loving, moving and growing. In our centre is the home of our Heart – may we always return to this place, so that we may know the meaning of our journey. 
From here, the centre of our being, we can reach out to all directions, and to all our relations. However, we must always remember to be humble, for we are NOT the center of creation. We must always listen to our hearts, the tiny Elder within us who can never lie, and never mislead us.
(Modified from: https://medicinewisdom.ca/4-directions-prayer/)
And as settlers on this land of Treaty 4, we acknowledge that we share the sacred trust to care for the land, and our responsibility for active engagement in the ongoing struggle for justice, restitution and reconciliation.
P:  Loving God, open our ears to hear your word and draw us closer to you, that the whole world may be one with you as you are one with us in Jesus Christ.
All:  Amen. 
LITURGY OF THE WORD
1st Reading:  Jeremiah 19:1, 2b, 10a, 11a,b, 15bc, 20:1-2;10- 11, 12b  (Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)
V:  A reading from the Prophet, Jeremiah.
Thus said God to Jeremiah: "Go. Buy a potter’s earthenware flask. Take along some of the elders of the people and some of the senior priests, and . . . proclaim the words which I will speak to you . . . you shall break the flask in the sight of those who accompany you, and say to them, 'Thus says the God of all: I will smash this people and this city, Jerusalem, as one smashes a clay pot so that it cannot be mended . . . I will bring this evil upon this city because they have become stubborn and refuse to hear my words . . . ” 
Now the priest . . . and chief officer in the Temple (the House of God), heard Jeremiah prophesying these things. So, he struck the prophet and put him in stocks at the upper Gate of Benjamin in the house of God.
Jeremiah cried out to God: “I hear the whisperings of many against me . . . ‘Denounce him! Let us denounce him!’ All those who were my friends are on watch for any misstep of mine, saying, ‘Perhaps he can be tricked. Then we will prevail, and take revenge on him.’ But You are with me, O God. You are my encouragement and champion. My persecutors will stumble. They will not prevail. In their failure, they will be greatly shamed, eternally dishonored. God of all that is, You test the just. You see mind and heart... for to You I have entrusted my cause. 

The Word of the prophet, Jeremiah.
All: Thanks be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 121
Refrain:  
God is holding our lives

God is holding our lives

God is holding our lives

We believe.
Words and music by Richard Bruxvoort Colligan; Verse tune: O Waly Waly 

© 2007 Augsburg Fortress Publishing
2nd Reading: Second Letter From Small Man to the Sacred Family in Village of Pleasure ( 2 Corinthians) 4:1-2,5-10 (First Nations Indigenous Version of the New Testament)
V:  A reading from Small Man to the Sacred Family in Village of Pleasure. 
Since we have received this sacred task through Creator’s mercy, we never lose heart as we walk this road. For this reason we have put an end to shameful ways that are kept hidden in darkness. 
We do not walk in the ways of a trickster or misrepresent Creator’s message. Instead, under Creator’s watchful eyes we openly speak the truth. In this way, all who hear can know within themselves what kind of people we are.
The story we tell is not about ourselves. It is about our Honoured Chief Creator Sets Free (Jesus) the Chosen One. And because of him we see ourselves as your servants. For the same Great Spirit who told light to shine out of darkness has shined light into our hearts. This light helps us to see the beauty of the Great Spirit in the face of Creator Sets Free the Chosen One. 
Our bodies are like old clay pots that have been filled with the sacred gift of light. This shows that the great power we have does not come from us but from our Creator. Trouble surrounds us and presses in on us, but we know there is always a way out. Even when we do not know which way to go, we never lose hope or give in to fear. 
We are hunted down and mistreated, but the Great Spirit never abandons us. Even when beaten to the ground, we get up and keep walking. Everywhere we go death bears down on us. Our bodies are dying the kind of death Creator Sets Free died. In this way his life will also be seen in our bodies.
Receive the Sacred Word.
All:  Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
Gospel:  Matthew 10:5-14. 17-20 (Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary)
P:  A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew 
Jesus sent out the Twelve with the following instructions: “Go nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans. Go instead to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good news: ‘The reign of heaven is at hand.’ Cure the sick. Raise the dead. Cleanse those with leprosy. Drive out demons. You received without charge; give without charge. Take no gold or silver or copper for your purses, no sack for your journey, no spare tunic or sandals, no staff -- for laborers deserve their keep. Whatever town or village you enter, look for some suitable person in it, and stay with them until you leave. Wish the house peace as you enter it. If it is welcoming, let your peace descend on it. If it is not welcoming, may your peace come back to you. If anyone will not receive you or listen to what you say, then shake the dust from your feet as you leave that house or that town . . . 
“Beware of people who will hand you over to courts and scourge you in places of worship. You will be led before governors and rulers for my sake as a witness before them and non-believers. When they hand you over, do not worry about how to speak or what to say. You will be given what to say at that moment. It is not you who will be speaking, but the Spirit of your loving God speaking in you . . . 
The Gospel of God.
All:  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ 
Shared Homily 
Profession of Faith
P:  Let us join together in our profession of faith, hope, and love.
All: O God, the source of our being and the goal of all our longing, 

we believe and trust in you. 

The whole earth is alive with your glory, 

and all that has life is sustained by you. 

We commit ourselves to cherish your world and to seek your face. 
O God, embodied in the human life of Jesus, 

we believe and trust in you. 

Jesus our brother, born of the woman Mary, 

you confronted the proud and the powerful, 

and you welcomed as your friends those of no account. 

You emptied yourself of power and became foolishness for our sake. 

You labour with us on our crosses, and you bring to us the hope of resurrection from all that threatens to tear our world apart. 

We commit ourselves to struggle against evil and to choose life. 
O God, life-giving Spirit, Spirit of healing and comfort, of integrity and truth, 

we believe and trust in you. 

Warm-winged Spirit, brooding over all creation, 

rushing wind and Pentecostal fire, 

We commit ourselves to work with you to renew our world 

as an abode of peace for all. AMEN.
Prayers of the Community
P:  Nourished by your word, we now bring the prayers of our hearts to you, trusting in your infinite love and mercy.
V: Creator God, who breathed this world into being,
who is discernible within the harmony of nature,
R. Thank you for this world which you have created
the perfection of a butterfly's wing, 

the grandeur of the prairie visage,
the soaring merlin and the hummingbird, 


R. Bless us at this time of the summer solstice
Thank you for sun, which reminds us 

that your creative breath is still alive and active.
Thank you for the warmth of your love, sustaining this world


R. Help us to respond to the call of that love
We add our intentions…
P:  Creator, help us to revel in summer, 

to appreciate the gifts of the four directions.

Let us soak up the long days and warm sun.
May our feet walk with each other as friends

Growing in relationship with each other and the earth.
This summer, Creator, may our breathing slow and our hearts open. 

Help us to be present to all that is, so that we might best see all that might be.
LITURGY OF EUCHARIST
Prayer over the Gifts  (Offertory Prayer, Didache 3rd Century)
P:  Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread to set before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.
All: Blessed be God forever. 
P: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine to set before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of salvation. 
All:  Blessed be God forever. 
P: God the Creator is here. 
All: God’s Spirit is with us. 
P: Lift up your hearts in thanks and praise
All:  We offer our thanks and praise to God. 
P:  Creator God, our Great Spirit, from the depths of our hearts we give you thanks. We say thank you, now and forever:

from the place of the rising sun in the East, to the South where the warm winds blow, 

from the West where the soft rain comes, to the coldness of the North. 

We unite with all creation to join in the everlasting thanksgiving and praise for the gift of Jesus Christ. With hearts lifted, we join with the angels, the guardian spirits, the saints, and all our ancestors as we sing:
Holy, Holy
Holy, Holy, Holy is God’s name.

And, holy, holy, holy is God’s name.
V:  O Great Spirit, our Creator from whom all holiness comes, we come before you again today. Just as in generations past, like our grandmothers and grandfathers, we come to worship you and acknowledge your greatness. We marvel at your creation. You sent Jesus into creation to show us your face of mercy and compassion and turn our hearts to your good road. 
V:  Sharing our living and dying, Jesus opened our eyes and our hearts to understand that we are all relatives and that you are our Great Spirit the Creator. Stretching out his arms upon the cross, he became a perfect offering for all, uniting in beauty all that is, with all that has been, and with all that ever will be. 
V:  In this, our offering of praise and thanks, we stand in the memory, strength, and love of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension. By your Holy Spirit, make our gifts holy, + so that they may be spiritual food and drink for all. 
P:  On the night Jesus was handed over to suffering and death, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, 
All:  “Take and eat.  This is my Body, which is given for you. Whenever you eat it, remember me.” 
P:  After supper Jesus took the cup of wine; gave thanks, gave it to them, and said, 
All:  “Take and drink. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, given for you and for all, for life for the world. Whenever you drink it, remember me.” 
The mystery of faith: 
Anamnesis
When we eat this life-giving bread.

When we share the wine of our lives

You are here, alive in our midst.

Holy, Holy, Holy One. 
V:  By your Holy Spirit + make us holy, so that we respectfully receive this feast and serve you in each other.   Surrounded now by our ancestor saints, Mary, Mother of Jesus, Mary of Magdala, Kateri Tekakwitha, all friends of God and prophets, and all angels, with the heavenly community which gives you worship forever. May we also live in unity and live as relatives to all.
V:  United in the Cosmic Christ with all who stand before you on earth and heaven, we worship you, God the Creator, our Great Spirit, in songs and dance of infinite praise. Blessing, honor and glory be yours, here and everywhere, now and for ever.
Great Amen 
Amen,  Amen,  Amen.
(Eucharistic Prayer revised version from the Liturgy of St. John’s, Red Lake, MN 

and from NZ Maori PB)  
Prayer of Jesus 
P: Let us pray together to our Loving God as Jesus taught us: 
All: Source of all Life, you are within, around and among us. We celebrate your many names. Your wisdom come; your will be done, unfolding from the depths within us. Each day you give us all that we need. You remind us of our limits and we let go. You support us in our power, and we act with courage. For you are the dwelling place within us, the empowerment around us, and the celebration among us, now and forever. Amen. 
(Adapted by Miriam Therese Winter)
P: The peace of God be with you all.
All: And also with you. 
Breaking the Bread  (Invitation, St. Gregory of Nyssa)
P:   Whoever comes to me shall not hunger 
All:  and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 
P:  So, come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have more. You who have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed. Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here. These are the gifts of God for the people of God.    
(From Communion Blessing, Christopher Peters) 
All: Thanks be to God.
P: Receive who you are, the Body of Christ.
All:  I am the Body of Christ. 
Communion Meditation
Where Your Treasure Is  
Marty Haugen, Copyright: © 2000, GIA Publications, Inc.
Refrain:  
Where your treasure is, there your heart shall be.

All that you possess will never set you free.

Seek the things that last, Come and learn from me.

Where your treasure is your heart shall be.
Closing Prayer
P:  Rooted and grounded in the Creator's love, entwined in Christ's own life,

may you hear the song of the Spirit today in trees and grass, 

on pathways and in fields,

and in all the tender stretching of your own heart.
All: Amen.
WE GO TO BE WITNESSES
Announcements 
Blessing & Dismissal
P: Our God be with you. 
All: And also with you.
P: Let us raise our hands and pray that God’s blessing be with us. 

May the Holy One bless and keep you.

May the face of the Holy One shine upon you + and be graceful to you,

and give you peace. 
All: Amen. 
P: In the name of the Light that came into the world go in peace. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
Closing:  Cosmic Dance (using streamers) 
Join in the Joy of the Cosmic Dance
Join in the joy of the cosmic dance,
Join in the joy.
La la la la la! La la la la la!
La la la la la la la!
Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, Singing with Monks and Mystics, March 2, 2015

Music by Singing to Beat Hell, Jackie and Gerry Guimond, Fort Frances, ON.  
Copyright music used with permission under ONE LICENSE # 738897-A.
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