Highlights from Synthesis Report in Part 2: All Disciples, All Missionaries  
By Bridget Mary Meehan 
1. The Synod affirms that the Church is mission.” Each Christian is a mission on this earth.


2. The exercise of co-responsibility is essential for synodality and is necessary at all levels of the Church.


3. Jesus welcomed women as disciples, and entrusted the “announcement of the Resurrection on Easter to Mary Magdalene.”


4. Women are called to co-responsibility at every level of the Church’s life.


5. “Clericalism, a chauvinist mentality and inappropriate expressions of authority continue to scar the face of the Church.”


6. Avoid talking about women as an issue or a problem. View women as protagonists without subordination, exclusion and competition.


7. “How can the Church include more women in existing roles and ministries?


8. “If new ministries are required, who should discern these, at what levels and in what ways?


9. Different positions have been expressed regarding women’s access to the diaconal ministry.


10. For some, “access for women in the diaconate would restore the practices of the Early Church.”


11. For others, it would be “a sign of the times, faithful to Tradition” and bring “new energy” to the Church.”


12. Theological and pastoral research on the access of women to the diaconate should be continued. If possible, results should be presented to next Assembly.


13. Local churches are encouraged to listen, accompany and care for “the most marginalized women in their social contexts.”


14. Questions of labor injustice for women in consecrated life, treated as “cheap labour” should be addressed.


15. Women should “be integrated into seminary teaching and training programs to foster better formation for ordained ministry.”


16. Liturgical texts and Church documents need to “include a range of words, images and narratives” derived from “women’s experience.”


17. “Lay associations, ecclesial movements and new communities are a precious sign of the maturation of the co-responsibility of all the baptized.”


18. The promotion of synodality requires councils and advisory bodies with representatives of lay associations, ecclesial movements and new communities.


19. The discussion of priestly celibacy “requires further consideration.”


20. Deeper study of the theology of the permanent diaconate will shed light on the question of the access of women to the diaconate.
 
